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INTKODUCTION. 



For reasons, which the following pages will 
sufficiently explain^ it has become necessary 
for me to lay before the public. Reports^ and 
other evidence^ relating to the faihire of the 
Rio Plata Mining Association. Ihe short 
narrative of its history will naturally be in- 
teresting to those whose capital was embarked 
in it, and to whom it is particularly addressed ; 
but it is also a memoKmduinu from which 
many classes of society may draw conclusions 
which it would be irrelevant, and indeed far 
beyond my power, to explain. The specula- 
tor in mines may form his own judgment on 
the probalHlity or improbability ^- working 
the mines of La Plata 4vith success, and from 



vi iNTBODUCTtOK. 

the misfortunes which have attended this 
Mining Company^ he may suggest measures 
for preventing similar failures elsewhere — Jhe 
commercial man may consider whether in this 
and in the other countries of South America, 
it is prudent to embark his capital in any 
permanent establishment or speculation, or 
to furnish these Countries with the Loans 
which some of them are stUl requiring ; while 
he who studies the character of the Govern- 
ments, and who inquires into the state of 
civilization, in order to determine the com- 
parative political rank and importance which 
these new countries should possess, may 
extract data which, however imperfect, it has 
certainly cost the public a very large sum to 
obtain ; and when it is considered that more 
than two millions of money from this country 
have already been expended on the mines of 
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America — that not one shilling of profit has 
hitherto been divided amongst the shareholders 
— and that many millions are still embarked 
in these speculations, it is but too evident 
that any authentic information on the subject 
may be deemed not altogether unworthy of 
attention. 

It might therefore sound plausible, if 1 
were to state that I publish these memoranda 
as a duty I owe to the Shareholders and to 
the Public ; but I prefer to acknowledge that I 
have no other object than to perform a duty 
which (from particular circumstances) I feel 
that I owe to myself. 
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STATEMENT. 



The Rio Plata Mining Association was 
formed at the London Tavern, on the 4th of De- 
cember, 1824, for the purpose of working the 
Mines situated in the provinces of the Rio Plata, 
which by an " authority'' signed Bebnabdino 
RivADAviA, were, under certain conditions, to be 
**at the discretionary choice of the Company,'' and 
the following gentlemen appeared as Directors, &c. 

Directors, 

John L. Anderdon, Esq. John HuUett, 

John Biddulph, James M'Killop, 

Richard Sanderson, Martin Tucker Smith, 

Charles David Gordon, Rowland Stephenson, 

George Hathorn, Charles Widder, 

George Hibbert, Jun., Jn. Williams (Truro.) 

Bankers^ Messrs. Smith, Payne, and Smith. 
Solicitors, Messrs. Freshfield and Kaye. 
Secretary, Mr. Richard Heathfield. 

B 



S STATEMENT. 

On my arrival at Buenos Aires with a party of 
Cornish miners, &c., their pay and expenses being 
15,000/. a-year, I found that the mines mentioned 
in Don Bernardino Rivadavia'^s ** authority" were 
almost all sold by the Provincial Governments to 
opposition companies, and that the three points 
which had been pturticularly selected by the Direc- 
tofs, wei'e pdrtly in the hands of a mercantile 
hduse to which I had been directed. 
, I therefore travelled 6000 miles, during which 
time another large establishment of German miners 
arHv^ at Buenos Aii^es, and after making surveys^ 
plans, and repot-ts, of the mines whi^h I visited^ I 
dismissed this German miners^ brdei^ the Cornish 
party to embark for England, returned myself in 
the packet, and on reaching London, the 13th 
April, I read to the Directors the following Report« 



ADDRESS 

DIRECTORS OF THE RtO PLAtA 

MINING Association. 

Mt dfrivfti ifi this d«iuiiti*y is, by youj so tittex** 
pe(!t6(l5 the adtj in appesLf&nce^ i^ sd despei^stteij atld 
the loss which you are about to suistidn so evident) 
that uiitil the eaiises are knoWii to yoU) yotif cotl^ 
dtisioii Will naturally be^ that intentionally of Unin<. 
tetttioiiallyj t hate aeted wrong; for it is surely 
Easier for you to concme that a solitary ihdividUal 
should have erred, than that any causes should 
hate arisen J which could have made sudh an uU^. 
lOGk^ for ineasUfe necessary. 

Aware of the res{)otisible situation in whibh t 
stand? and impressed with feelings which it Would 
be useless to express, I -Will commence the task 

wych I have long desired to begin^ and will inf^^m 

B 2 



4 REPORT. 

you of the adverse circumstances which have op- 
posed my progress, and which have now brought 
me reluctantly into your presence. 

In the country which I have just left, this task 
would be vain and hopeless ; for where metfs minds 
are governed by passions uncivilized and uncon- 
trolled, I have found that to disappoint their ex- 
pectations, was to incur their resentment, and to 
withhold from them a profit, was to rob them of 
their prey. But in England these feelings are un- 
known. — Reason and justice dignify the character 
of the government and of the country, and while 
the former endeavours to instruct mankind by its 
geographical discoveries, individuals of the latter 

a 

boldly explore, with their capital, the unknown 
regions of the commercial world ; and though both 
hope for success, both will hear of failure with 
patience and consideration, and if the exertions 
have been sufficient, will generously acquit those 
whose painful situation it has been to be overcome 
by difficulties, and to return to the country dis- 
heartened and unsuccessful. 

In order to justify my conduct, it is necessary 
that I should satisfy you upon two points: — 1st. 
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What authority I had to dismiss the establishments 
from Buenos Aires; and ^ly, What necessity there 
was for such a mealBure. ' 

The authority I possessed is derived from the 
spirit and words of instructions I received from 

•f by which I 

was shortly desired to carry your plan into execu- 
tioU) but was ^^ authorized to modify and vary the 
** proceedings as may appear to you fit and proper 
<^ for promoting the interest pf the Association, ac- 
" cording to your judgment and circumstances.** 
The unlimited discretion which was thus given to 
me in advancing, naturally inferred a similar power 
(if necessary) to .retreat^ for I should otherwise 
have been upon a forlorn hope, rushing forwards 
without the power to avoid danger, and should 
have been • conducting your cargo towards an un- 
known harbour, knowing that if I found it not, I 
dared not return, but was to run the vessel upon 
the rocks. 

The power which in general terms was ^ven me 
to vary the plan as circumstances might require, 
was more distinctly explained in my power of at- 
torney, which, alluding to the officers and people 
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undei* my command, ^^ heretofore sent p? htreoftrr 
to be sent,'' states, " and tbem> qv any of them, 

<< to dismiss at his will and pleasure, and for such 
^^ causes as to him may seem sufficient. ■' But in all 
transactions and operations, the necessity of the 
ease is justly weighed as an argument towards justi* 
fying the means ; and I will therefore now state to 
you ^hat that necessity has been. 

On my arrival ^t Buenp9 Aires, I fpund, api you 
are aware, that the base of the Association hftd not 
been passed into a law, ^nd on applying to the 
minister for the privileges which were so justly ex? 
pected, I was coldly answered, ^^ that by the law 
of @4th January, 1895, * it belonged to each fxor 
vinoe to regulate itse}f ;*' and while I was thus re« 
fbrred to the provincial governments, I easily per- 
ceived that private interests were strongly opposing 
our progress ; that Mr. j^ivadavia^s political oppor 
nents were striving to overturn all his plans ; that 
the minister himself was hostile to them ; that he 

* This law of the 94th January, 1825, completely anqihilated 
%h9 IftW Qi ^' authority*- of tUe SSd Noveniber, 1823| (ip^i^ec} 
^efpardiQp Riyadavia^in virtue of which the Association was 
formed. 



had evidently no iiipUhatiou to assist us ; aii4 that, in 
fael, we had bo hq)es of obtaining quit rights and 
privileges from the government of the United Fro« 
vinces. 

The foundation on which the A^eociation bad 
proposed tQ build was thug denied, and without 
any instructions which were at aU fippjic^hle to tb? 
eases I was at QPce called upon to act uppi^ xny 
own responsibility, I, therefore, resqlyed to gain 
all I could from the provincial goverpinents, I 
was aware that the foundation which they indiv 
vidually could offer me, could never be as secure m 
that which you had expected from the government 
of the country, but I considered that when I had 
obtained all I could, you would then be enabled to 
det^mine whether you would bUild upon it or notf 
On making the necessary inquiries, I learnt that the 
provinces of ^Rioxa| Catamarca, Cordova, and 
San Luis, had sold, to societies, at Buenos Aires, 
the exclusive privilege of working their mines, 

* These vere the proviocef whi^h Don BeroiirdinQ Rjyad^vi^ 
particularly paeBtioned ip his " authority" dated 23d November^ 
}S234 and it was '^ the discretionary choice" of these mines 
which the association was led by this gentleman to expect. 
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that they had thus not only forgotten the induce- 
ments which they had held out to the Rio Plata 
Mining Association, but that they had acted in 
direct violation of the mining laws, and contrary 
to the first maxims of political economy. 

We thus lost the mines of Famatina and San' 
Luis, two of the three? points to which you had 
directed my attention^ and although the, third 
(" Uspallata'^ ) was still before me, yet it was evi- 
dently necessary that I should act with the greatest 
caution ; for in general terms it may be asserted, 
that when the government of a country is acting 
in direct violation of its decrees^ aind w;hen at the 
same moment several of its provinces are acting 
contrary to justice, it is the duty of a prudent man, 
in treating with the remainder, to keep in mind 
the experience he has bought, 

I, therefore, very contrary to the advice which 
was offered to me, insisted oil putting an immediate 
stop to the arrangements which, previous to my 
arrival at Buenos Aires, had been made for for- 
warding our miners to Famatina and Uspallata, for 
it was too evident that, by sending the men there 
before I had treated with the governments, I should 
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wilfully place ttiyselif in the alternative, either of 
accepting whatever terms they might offer, or of 
sending our minei's back at a great expense. I had 
another reason, which I will riot hesitate to confess 
to you. I foresaw that the expectations of the 
Association would not be realized, and I was anxious 
that, in case this should happen, the Association 
should have no useless expense to lament, that its 
loss should not be increased by imprudence, but 
that it should wholly rest on the breach of faith 
of the government and of the provinces of the Rio 
de la Plata ; and, therefore, although I was about 
to make every exertion to advance, I also provided 
for the possibility of an honourable retreat *. 
The only provinces which offered to receive us 

* The truth is^ that very soon after my arrival at Buenos 
A-ires^ I learnt Ctie grand mistake of the whole business, and that 
we had been sent to work mines of gold and silver in a country 
which produced nothing but horses^ beef, and thistles. Hum- 
boldt, in his *'New Spain," vol. iii. p. 146, informs us, "that 
the silver annually exported from Vera Cruz is equal to two- 
thirds of the silvefr annually exported from the whole globe." 
The mines of Saxony, Hungary, Spain, Peru, and Potosi must, 
therefore, form the principal portion of the remaining third 
part, and, consequently, the min^s of the United Provinces and of 
Chili never can have been productive. The mines of the United 
Provinces were never able to remit money to Spain, and were 
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were thoBc c^ Mendoza find San Juan i and aft^ 
having obtained, in writing, the mo^t friendly 
assurances from the deputies, I set off from Buenoa 
Aires, accompanied by our two head miners, an 
assayer, a surveyor, and three miners. 

On our arrival at San Luis, I had an interview 
with the Deputy-sgovempr, who^ instead of giving 
me the reception due to the representative of 
an Association, which, on such liberal princi- 
ples, had sent to the United Provinces a capital 
and an establishment to work its mines, seamed to 
have no other thought than to repeat to ^le the word 
^^ exolusivo,*^ and to explain and re-explain to me 
that the province of San Luia had not only taken 
from us the mines which were known, but that it 
refused us permissipn tp search among its desert 
mountains for others* 

oqly vporUed on a trifling sc^le. The lodes^ instead of being (an 
tli^y are \u l^exico) ipore than one hundred feetj wer^ ip somp 
pli^fses not more thai) a few inches in hreadth, and if the snperiof 
population^ resourees^ and intelligence of Mexico have not yet 
|)een ab1e« from the rich lode of Guan^xu^to to pay any of 
the English mining companies^ ppuld it be expected thf^t thq 
paltry lodes of the United Prpvipees phonld support the e\^ 
penaes of oar miners, who were engaged at salfiriefi of ] $0/*i 39Q^<j 
mOl, and |Q00|. a^year ? 



Wt hQWeyei; iiispeoted tlie gqld-oun^ itnd Lavfh 
4§?09 pf La Carplina^ which are the o»ly ones 
)ci)QWP in the proyipce pf San Luis, and forwarding 
tq you ^ report pn then), we proceeded to Men-s 
dpza. On ouu arrival, we found that there had 
juat been an insurrection in the province of San 
Juan, that the Grovernor of that province, who 
had been taken prisoner in his bed, had escaped, 
and, with the principal inhabitants of San Juan, had 
just arrived at Mendoza, with no other clothes than 
those they had upon them. 

The Govempr and the people of Mendoza re- 
ceived ys in a very cordial manner ; an express had 
been sent from the town to assure us of our re.- 
ception, and I was eagerly recommended to send 
to Buenos Aires for our miners, and to con^meiice 
immediate operations, I, however, informed the 
Governor and the people in general that it would 
be necessary, pro farmd^ that J should lirst see 
the mines, and understand upon what terms W9 
were to have them. I wasi answered, that it was 
impossible I could see the mines, as they were all 
covered with snow ; that the terms should be the 
written ones which I had shewn to them, and th^y 
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again urged me so send for my miners. I was 
surprised to hear of the mines being then covered 
with snow, and thinking that the statement might 
be incorrect, I requested Don .... to in- 
quire of the Chih courier whether the mines of 
Uspaliata were accessible or not. He returned, and 
told me that the courier had just informed him 
that it was impossible to get to them on account of 
the snow. 

I can assure you, Gentlemen, that I was so led 
away by the reception we had met with, and by 

the reports which we had received of the mines of 
Uspaliata, which were now offered to us, that it 
was only the feeling that it would be inconsistent 
to alter my plan, which induced me to persist in 
visiting these mines ; but as I had travelled from 
Buenos Aires to Mendoza for the sole purpose of 
inspecting them before I sent the miners there, I 
determined to go to them in spite of the snow ; but 
on my arrival at these mines, I found, to my 
astonishment, no snow ; and I learnt that there had 
been none for two months. 

After inspecting the country and the mines, I 
reported to you — " That these mines were not 
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rich ; that there was no water for steam or other 
machinery, or for washing the ores ; that there was 
no wood for houses or machinery ; that there was 
no sustenance for cattle to work machmery ;"" and 
for these and other reasons, which I stated, I re- 
spectfully gave it as my opinion that these mines 
could not support the expense of the English 
establishment which had been proposed for them * ; 
and to my report I annexed a statement from 
Don . ... ., which completely contradicted 
the official ^^ report" which he had before made, 
and which had been forwarded to you by the 
government of Buenos Aires. 

While I was at Mendoza, and before I set out 
for Uspallata, the ex-governor of San Juan, with 
the principal inhabitants of that town, called upon 
me, and the ex-governor formally requested to see 
my power of attorney. I shewed it to him ; and 
he then immediately commenced the subject of the 
mines, by asking me what it was we proposed to 
give to his province. I told him that the deputy 

* I may add that 1 have since visited these mines at two other 
seasons of the year^ and that we found that the heat of summer 
had rendered the country (if possible) more barren^ and had 
diminished the supply of water. 
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fcMTces of Mendoza had overtunied the Revolu^ 
tionists at San Juan ; that a n^ w governor had heai 
appointed; that the people I* had met at Mendoza 
had returned, and that one of their first acts was to 
vote to an inhabitant of Mendoza, to whom they 
owed a sum of money, the choice of six of the best 
mines in the Province, under the avowed under- 
standing that he could immediately sell them at 
Mendoza to the Rio Plata Mining Association, and 
that, in the mean while, he was to possess theixi 
without the necessity of working them, — a privi- 
lege which was wisely denied by the mining laws. 

At Buenos Aires I had several interviews with 
the Minister ; but I could gain nothing from him. 
I then ofiicially wrote to explain to him the situa- 
tion in which we were ; and I told him, that if he 
could not assist us, I should be obliged to dismiss 
the establishment. His reply was, that I might i 

take whatever measures I thought most proper for i 

the interests of the Association. 

It was now, Gentlemen, my intention to have 
dismissed the establishment. To proceed was be- 
yond a hope. The men, without employment, 
were daily demoralizing, and their pay and allpw^ 
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[ . . . i , ■ - 

''"' ances were daily going on. However, I deter- 

-^ mined to wait for the English packet, on the arri- 

^'- val of which a new and an unexpected field was 

-'■ opened to me ; as I received from you a copy of 

^; your resolution dated July 20, by which I was 

'^ informed of the power of the Association to work 

^ mines in Chili ; and was authorized, if necessary, 

i to make preparations for carrying on works there 

^ on an extended scale. I was also desired to in- 

E form the Government of Buenos Aires that the 

capital of the Association would be removed from 
the Provinces until its privileges there were ob- 
tained. 

I resolved instantly to go myself to Chili, and 
was mounting a post-horse to ride again over the 
Pampas, when I was informed by one of the miners 
that the men all refused to go there.* The corre- 
spondence which took place on that subject has 
been laid before you, and you are aware that neither 
I nor the gentlemen who had charge of the miners 
were able to persuade the men to go to Chili; and 

They had only agreed to work in the United Provinces of Rio 
de Ja Plata. 



18 pEPOBTrf 

I may now add, that for four months they con* 
tlnued to persist in this determination. 

After informing you of the situation of your 
affairs, and being aware of many difficulties which 
X did not even wish to bring before you^ I respect- 
fully advised you * to put an immediate end to th^ 
business; and although I told you that, in obe- 
-dienoe to your orders, I would set out the following 
day for Chili, yet I gave you to understand that 
the feelings of private interest which had opposed 
our progress in the United Provinces, existed also 
in ChUi. 

On reaching Mendoza I was anxious to keep 
possession of the only mines we had been able to 
obtain in all the Provinces, namely, those of UspaU 
lata, and I accordingly requested permission to 
denounce these mines according to the ordenanzas. 
The Governor, first indirectly, and then directly, 
asked me what it was we were to give to the Pro^ 
vince ; and after I had reminded him that it had 
long been settled we were to pay nothing for these 
minesy and after much discussion upon the subject, 

* See copy of this letter, dated Buenos Aires^ Nov. 7, 1825. 



it was agreed that I was to denounce the mines of 
Uspajlata (for which the Governor gave me a writ- 
ten authority), and that the Association was to pay 
to the Province the qqinto, or fifth of the wlvep 
extracted, 

After going through the regular forms as pre* 
scribed by tbe tfue? de Mina9 and the Notary 
Public, and ^er treating with a person who was 
to build some rough habitations at Uapallata, I waa 
again sent for by the Governor, and the old ques« 
tion was again put to me, namely, What we wera 
to give P and the Governor then shewed me a pnv 
position which, some months ago, he had received 
from another Mining Company, in which certain 
advantagen were offered; and when I refused to 
give anything, the Governor informed me that I 
could not have the mines. 

Our only possession in the United Provinoes waa 
thus taken from us, and I was left with an »pai^: 
sive establishment on my hands, without any p6s- 
sible means of employing it, and with the know-* 
ledge that another large establishment of German 
officers and miners was daily expected at Btienoa 
Aires, 

C2 
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The ori^nal plan of the Association was to work 
the mines in the United Provinces, protected and 
assisted by the Government of the country. This 
Government had neglected us : in vain had I ap« 
pealed to its solemn decree of the S4th of November, 
18S8, which had authorized the formation of the 
Association ; and in vain had I demanded our pri- 
vileges and our rights. The individual Provinces, 
which, as an inducement to the formation of the 
Association, had forwarded to England descriptions 
of their mines, had now all excluded us from their 
territories ; and the distress in which we were thus 
evidently thrown gave rise to such wild speculations 
at Buenos Aires, that people, ignorant of what 
they were purchasing, and careless of the conditions 
which hampered their blind contracts, competed 
one against another, until every hole in the country 
possessed a momentary value, and thus all hopes 
even of purchasing mines was destroyed. 

There were other difficulties, Gentlemen, which 
I am unwilling to bring before you, and which, in 
addition to what I have stated, convinced me that 
the Association could only advance to, its ruin. I 
had received such flattering marks of your confi- 
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dence, that I believed you would not altogether 
mistrust the accounts I had given you : yet I was 
surrounded by so many designing people^ whose 
interests I had unavoidably opposed, that I could 
not but fear that their united representations might 
have more weight with you than my humble 
opinion ; and I therefore adopted the only course 
which in honour was left to me, namely, respect- 
fully to request of you,* that, if you determined to 
carry the business on, upon- any terms that you 
might think proper, I might be permitted to resign 
the situation I held ; and when you reflect that, to 
undertake the duties of that situation, I had given 
up my military profession, you will probably con- 
sider that I must have had serious grounds for my 
opinion. 

I then instantly set out for Chili, and on my 
arrival there I found, as I had expected, that the 
formation of the Mining Associations in England 
had given rise to the same speculations there which 
I had encountered in the Provinces. I found that 
there were already three English Associations in 

* See the copy of this letter^ dated Mendoza, Nov. 24^ 1825. 



Chili» and seven English Commissioners; — that 
very large sums of money had been spent there ; — 
that many mines had been {Purchased, and th^t, 
from this momentary excitement, the price of mines 
was positively beyond their value. 

I'he Commissioners and Agents of the other 
Companies^ many of whom had been in Chili a 
long time, had possessed advantages which I could 
not expect; and it was therefore evident to me, 
that, in prudence, I should donfine my attention to 
those mines only which had been secured by your 
Agent before the spirit of speculation had destroyed 
the market, and when he had an opportunity of 
denouncing some of the best mines in the country 
for nothing, and of procuring others at a very small 
price. And now. Gentlemen, I have a most pain- 
full duty to perform. 

Oiir failure has hitherto rested on the broad basis 
Ijf the want of faith, either in the Government or 
in a Province ; and although it has been my duty 
to declaim against both, yet I have been able to 
avoid all personal reflections, and to attribute our 
failure more to a general want of education and 
liberal principles in the country, than to the Indi- 
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viduali who govfehi it. fiut this path is how denied 
to me ; and, Revolting as it is to my feelings, I have 
how to Idy before you the loss you have sustained 
by the conduct of an individual who has been ho- 
noured by your confidence, and to Whom yoU 
addressed me* 

On our arrival at Santiago, your Agent imme- 
diately called upon us, and his first observatioh 
was,* that the mines were all ready £br us, — that 
^e might go to work immediately, — and thdt he 
had taken a large house for me. I informed him, 
that, previous to commencing any operations, it 
would be necessary that I should see the niines, as 
t was desired to furniish you iirith a report ; and I 
therefore requested he would have the goodness to 
give me a list of the names and descriptions of his 
mines, as also a statement of the tetms upon which 
he Would be inclined to dispose of them to the Rio 
Plata Mining Association. 

t fbund him unwilling to do this : day after day 
he informed me that he had not time ; and when I 
earnestly explained to him that he Was keeping the 

* For the Tvhole of the following statements I posdess etldence. 
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whole of our establishment unemployed, he told us, 
that some of his mines we could not see, as they 
were covered. with snow; that others were not in a 
fit state to be seen, as it was necessary he should first 
sink pits of investigation ; and that if we went to 
see others we should be murdered by the banditti, 
&c. &c. I replied, that we would take the neces- 
sary care of ourselves; that without sinking any 
pits we should be able to see whatever others could 
have seen before us; that as it was then Midsummer, 
the snow was a difficulty which we must unavoid- 
ably encounter; and I was obliged, in writing again, 
to request the list of his mines. 

He then brought roe a written description of one 
mine (the Gold-mine of Caren), which he said was 
the one described by the Abate de Molina, under 
the name of Peldejus ; and he gave us a most bril- 
liant description of it, stating that it had produced 
16,000/. a day, that the ores which he was then 
extracting were worth about eight dollars per mule- 
load, that the adit had cost him ^000 dollars, which 
sum the Association was to repay him, and that he 
was to receive from the Association half the profits. 

I shall have the honour to lay before you a plan 
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and a report of this mine ; but I will now briefly 
state, that the miners, were sent to this mine by 
your agent the evening before we went to visit it. ; 
that your agent^s partner at the mine told me, that 
all that the adit had cost was the labour of one 
man for eleven days, and accordingly, upon mea- 
suring it, we found about half a fathom of it done, 
and that all the ores which your agent had ex- 
tracted from the mine would scarely fill one wheel- 
barrow; that on the assay of these ores by your 
agenf s miner it appeared that they contained no gold 
at all, and that the assay of the best parts of the 
lode was very poor. 

On my return to Santiago, I requested your 
agent to give me a list of the remainder of his 
mines ; but he continued to say that he had not 
time, and gave me a list only of a few which he 
selected. 

I then went to visit the Silver-mine of San Pedro 
Nolasco, which your agent had described to you as 
well as to me as ^^ a brilliant establishment for 
silver, the best silver-mine in this country, and free 
from water ; that if inclined to part with it, 50,000 
doUars would be too little ; that no other mine on 



the same lode could be put itltb the tottie btate fbl* 
40,000 dollars ; that 2000 men might be employed 
on it,^ &c. &c. &c. (for which see his letters). And 
imder this description he ventilted to draw updil 
you for 19,000 dollaw, which sum he stated that, 
in douceurs, fee, he had paid folr this mine. 

tlans and a report of this mine will also be laid 
before you ; but 1 will now inform you, that the 
lode is poor, being only twenty marcs per.caxon, 
that the lode is remotely situated on the summit of 
the highest range of the Andes ; that for seven 
months in the year it is altogether impossible to 
approach it ; that the snow, when we visited it at 
Midsutnmer, was in some places ISO feet deep; that 
the bottom of the mine was filled with water; that 
the snow had blocked Up the entrance to the mine, 
that thei*e is not a hut* or habitation on the 
mine, and that, after all, your agent possessed only 
eighty fathoms of the lode. 

As your agent had only a lease of five years (one 
of which was. now 'expired) of this part of the lode, 
i called upon the proprietor to know upon what 

* There is only one small hut on the whole lode : it belonged 
to another proprietor^ who had long ago abandoned his mine. 



tennB she would proldng itb She told me that she 
would agree to prolong it^ but she Most positively 
refused to state upon what terms* She said that 
we should work the tnitie until the eltpiration of 
the lease, and that then she. Would inform \x% of the 
terms on which she would continue it. I observed 
to her, that your agent h^ chaicged you with XOOO 
dollarsi which she had received of him$ for merely 
transferring to him the lease which Don . » . 

• « . • possessed of her mine; to which she replied, 
that your agent had paid her nothing at all for this 
transfer; and she added » that l^he had heard it re- 
ported, that he had said he had paid his friend Doil 

• •«..»• 15,000 dollars for his lease, but that 
she could not comprehend what it coidd be for. On 
demanding of your agent his title to this mine, he 
produced to me only the agreement between I)on 

i » and the owner, but no transfer of 

Don lease to himself, or no receipt*" for 

the 17,000 dollars. 

I also called upon Dofia who 

owned the adjoining estacca, which, like the rest, 
had long been deserted, and requested to know 

• These receipts have not even yet been productd. 



S8. BEPOET. 

upon what terms she would let her estaoca to the 
Association ; but she refused to speak to me on the 
subjecti and referred me to your agent, saying, 
that she would treat with nobody else. 

We next inspected a mine at Aconcagua, which 
your agent termed a valuable silver-mine, which he 
was to sell to the Association. 

It was a solitary pit or hole about eight fathoms 
deep* It had been commenced without reason, 
had been pursued with obstinacy, and had ended 
in complete disappointment. The lode was barren, 
of no promise, and the assay of the ore collected 
by your agent's miner, from what he termed the 
richest spot, produced, on its assay, no silver at all. 

The next spot visited, was what your agent 
termed " the New Discovery,*' which he states 
(vide letter) would furnish employment for 2000 
men, and for which, among other demands, he re- 
quired 6000 dollars. 

It is a small spot (about one fathom in breadth 
and six in length) remotely situated among the 
mountains of the Andes, and in such an impracti- 
cable place, that it was with the greatest diiRculty 
that upon hands and knees it could be attained. 
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The mineral has a coppery appearance, and is of 
little or no value. The distance travelled to in- 
spect this spot was 600 miles. 

The next mine we visited was what your agent 
called the famous Gold-mine of El Bronce de Pe. 
torca, and which he had described to you, in his 
letters of the 22nd April and 8th of May, as ** a 
complete establishment, possessing ore and flour- 
mills, a troop of inules, a piece of land to maintain 
them, with abundance of tools, the whole appraised 
at 8126 dollars, by Inventory now in my posses- 
sion ;" and accordingly your agent drew upon the 
Association for the above sum. This Inventory, 
which I required from your agent, was taken in 
December 1821, and among other articles valued 
therein, was 1000 dollars for the state in which the 
mine was, and large sums for the different mills, 
buildings, &c. 

On the 29th of November of the following year, 
the great earthquake which destroyed Valparaiso, 
&c., threw down the trapiches, diverted the water 
from its course, ruined the whole establishment, 
shook the mine together, filled it with rubbish, 
stones, and water, so that it cannot even be in- 
spected, and it has never since been worked. 
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Your agent's factor at Fetorea, Don 

• « , • , a person of very great respectability, told 
us, that when he heard that your agent was about 
to purchase this mine of his friend at Santiago, he 
wrote to him to tell him that the Inventory was 
fictitious (be evep ^ei^t him a list of its deficiencies), 
and that the mine was in ruins; but that your 
agent replied, ** It did not matter ;^^ and this |en« 
tleman, as well as the. oapataa, and many others, at 
Fetorca, observed to us, that they could not under- 
stand how your agent could have suffered himself to 
be so defrauded. It must be stated that only fifty f&* 
thorns of the lode belonged to your agent ; that &r the 
next estacca, the title of which was in your agent^s 
possession, a most exorbitant sum was demanded ; 
that the assay of the ores was extremely poor, and 
that your agent could not produce to me either a 
title to this mine, or a receipt for the 81S6 dollars 
which he said he had paid for it. 

I weut over the Inventory, and^ requested your 
agent^s factor and his capataz to put a value to 
each individual article \ the result was, a reduction 
in the estimate of more than 5000 dollars out of 
6000 ; and the actiqles thus valued at 1000 dollars 
being copper utensiU in holes, broken miners^ tools, 
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mud huts in v\i\m% &o,, were of courne of no uae to 
the Association, On inquiring for the piece of 
land and the corn-mill, which had also been valued 
in the Inventory, I was told by your agent's factor 
that they were twenty-two roilei off, and ai they 
therefore could be of no v$4ue to the Association, I 
did not visit them. 

On my return to Santiago from the above-de^ 
B(aribed mines, your t^gent brought me letters from 
you, which .informed him, that at a Court of Dif 
rectors of the Bio Plata Mining Association, held in 
l4ondon, ^th September, you had expressed your 
sense of acknowledgment at the offer your Agent 
had made you of the mines of San Pedro Nolasco 
and £1 Bronce de Fetorca, and thut you accepted 
them at the sum of 97,000 dollars, desiring me 
i^gain to report upon tbem^ 

These communications evidently placed me in a 
painful * and highly responsible situation. Still, 
however, my narrow path was clear and straight 
before me. It was my duty, under all drcum- 

• My situation was "painful " because this agent was nearly 
connected with two of the Directors^ and he therefore naturally 
PQa8e99ed their confldeace. 
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stances, fearlessly to act for the interests of the 
Association, and as your agent, when without au- 
thority he drew upon you for the money for these 
mines, did so under the condition that he would 

• 

return it if you did not approve of the mines, I 

• « > • - . * . « 

saw that any delay would form an excuse upon 
his part ; that he would say the mining market was 
over, and I therefore instantly commenced a corre- 
spondence with him, which I shall have the honour 
to lay before you. 

By this it will appear, that he declined first to 

» 

take back these mines for 2000 dollars; next, that he 
declined to take back the Silver-mine of San Pedro 
Nolasco (which he had told you the other companies 
were striving to get) for the Gold-mine of El 
Bronce de Petorca, valued by his Inventory at the 
sum for which he had drawn upon the Association, 
namely, 8126 dollars. His reasons for declining 
were, that these small mines were capital ones for 
an Association, but not for an individual, &c. &c. 

And now. Gentlemen, will it be believed, that 
your agent, who had sent you such brilliant and 
minute descriptions of all his mines, giving you to 
understand that he was himself working them ; that 
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that he- was driving " expensive adits selected by 
*^ himself, raising ores of such and such value ; that 
^^ he was about to improve upon the mode of treating 
" the ores ;'* and who, in his letter to you of the 
19th May, in which he describes them, says, " Pro-r 
ceeding therefore on the well-founded supposition, 
that these mines will be most acceptable to the Com^ 
paoy, I shall draw upon your firm for their amount 
(27,000 dollars) at the best exchange obtainable" — 
will it be believed that he has never seen one of 
the mines * ? 

. You will perceive that he informed me that he 
had many other valuable mines, which he requested 
me to inspect, but from the sample I had seen, I 
considered that the expense of time and money in 

. * Previons to leaving Santiago^ (which is now thirteen months 
ago) I wrote to this gentleman to inform him, " that, as it wiU 
be my duty to lay the above statements before the Directors 
of the Association, | consider it but fair and honourable to 
give you an opportunity of replying to them." In hU reply 
he states^ '^ If 1 did ask three or four thousand dollars more 
than I gave, it im.ports nothing,'* - 

This gentleman's conduct must rest upon the long correspond- 
ence and evidence which exist upon the subject. I feel it, 
however, but justice to him to say, that at the time he was 
treating for mines, the presence of so much English capital in 
Chili caused an excitement in all classes of society, which can 
but faintly be conceived by those who have only witnessed its 
corresponding effect in England. . 
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visiting your agent's mines was greater than the 
probability of gaining any thing for the Associa- 
tion. I had also another reason. My party had 
been for five weeks travelling almost day and night; 
with several changes of mules they had constantly 
gone as far as the animals could be driven^ and, on 
their return to Santiago from the different mines, 
had constantly taken fresh mules and fresh peons. 

For almost the whole of this period we had slept 
upon the ground, sometimes in the region of snow, 
and sometimes upon the plains. The fatigue of thus 
travelling at midsummer, without siesta, under the 
burning sun of Chili, was so great, that there was 
no individual who had not repeatedly sunk under 
it ; some had even fainted ; and I myself had ridden 
two thousand miles more than any of the party. 
We had still a journey of fifteen hundred miles to 
get back to Buenos Aires ; and therefore, even if 
it had been desirable that we should have pro- 
ceeded, I can truly declare that the men were in- 
capable of dcHUg it, for they were not only exhausted 
in body, but they were disheartened and disap- 
pointed. For nearly three thousand miles they had 
followed an ignis fatuics, which had fed them 9ver 



the mountains and the plains ; and I trust, Grentle- 
men, you will be satisfied that, Mrhen I resolved to 
go no ferther, it was not the Light of Truth which 
we deserted, but a base exhalation, which it was 
our duty.to abandon. 

Having conchided the above inspection, finding 
that no miners were to be obtained, and that the 
spirit of speculation so pervaded all ranks of 
society, that calculation* had no footing in' the 
country, I considered that I was no longer justified 
in being away from Buenos Aires, and I accordingly 
rode there without loss of time. 

Oh my arrival at Buenos Aires, I found that the 
Government and the Provinces still refused us our 
privileges. Mr. Ruse laid before me an ofifer 
which had just been made by the Com- 
pany, to fsell some of the Famatina Mines for 
790,000 dollars, and he informed me that the other 
Companies, calculating upon our distress, were 
asking exorbitant terms. The German miners 

* It was perfectlj evident to me that mining in Chili could 
not fepey the expense of an English Association. I, however^ 
left three Companies there, two of which were particularlj pro* 
tected by Egafia, the Minister. Both of these Companies have 
iiaoa ikiled^ aad have bwK obliged to abftndon the andeitakiag 
itt an enormous loss. 
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had arrived, but, ais the finishing stroke to our 
inisfortunes, the whole of their tools had beei^ 
detained at Montevideo by a blockade, which waa 
now to exist sine die. 

Without a single mine, disregarded by thq 
Government, disappointed in Chili, surrounded by 
an expensive establishment of English miners, who 
refused to cross the Andes, and by another esta^ 
blishment of German miners without tools, and 
blockaded by the Brazilian squadron, I confidently 
assert, in your presence, that I had not the means 
of carrying your plan into execution, and tha( 
therefore, not being able to advance, it only re- 
maned for me to stand still, or to retreat 
. Now, Gentlemen, to stand still was certain rpin. 
In general terms^ he who has allowed capital to lie 
idle, has always been considered an unprofitable 
servant ; « and to do nothing in mercantile as wel) 
as in military distress is, I humbly conceive^ to do 
ivrong* But under the particular circuoistances 
in which I was placed, it would have been 
most evidently wrong, for I should have bonded 
in a warehouse a commodity which I knew would 
not keep. I allude, Gentlemen^ to the discipline 
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of your miners ; iind I will not occupy your time by 
endeavouring to prove what I am confident the 
ininers will themselves tell you, that six months 
more idleness would have plunged them info habits 
of drinking and dissipation, whicH many of them 
Confessed were rapidly gaining upon them, and 
which would have made them useless to the Asso^ 
biation, and an injury would thus have been done 
to the helpless families bf these men, which I am 
confident you would deeply have lamented* 

Nothing was therefore left to me but tp do what 
I had long foreseen would be necessary. In vain 
I looked into my written instructions for assistance 
or for advice. They desired me " to vary and 
modify the proceedings as might appear most fit 
and proper for promoting th^ interest of the Asso- 
ciation, according to my judgment and circum<« 
stances." In vain I called to mind the few con- 
versations I had had with Messrs 

• . . > 4 f oi^ by them I was constantly encouraged 
6penly and fearlessly to do what the interests of 
the Association might require. From an unlimited 
confidence which you had placed in me there weve 
no circumstantial orders under which I could take 
shekeif^-**! had no alternative but to act wrong or 



96 KEFOET* 

right ; and although the course to be adopted fbir 
the interests of the Rio Plata Mining Association 
was one which would load me with a responsibility 
which I foresaw would probably overpower me, 
and place me in a situation of all others the most 
uncongenial to my feelings, yet to my judgment 
(which was all I had to direct me), this course 
was so evident and so necessary , that I resolved 
nothing should deter me from doing what I was 
so confident was right ; aiid therrfore, as the 
Brazilian squadron which blockaded Buenos Aires* 
had allowed a few days for vessela- to sail from 
the port, and as, from the extraordinary quick 
passage of the Hope packet, no English packet 
was due for six weeks,^ I determined to avail 
myself of this opportunity to return with the mea 
to England, and thus to give you an opportunity 
of putting an immediate end to the expensive 
salaries of the two establishments ; and I was. 
induced to do this, as I foresaw that to order the 
German miners to retium while the sufferings of a 
long sea-voyage were fresh in their recollections, 
while the novelty of the country attracted them to 

• The blockade of Baeooe Aiiei hat continaed ever 0iiice« 



the ipoti md while the mining sp6<nUations of tht 
place allured them with the hope of employment, 
would very probably induce them to propose terma 
which might save the Association a part of the five 
years^ wages which were due to them if dismissed ; 
and I accordingly ordered them to proceed to 
England. 

You will see the correspondence which took 
plaoe» ia which they claimed ISE^OOO^,, and refused 
to return. However, by placing them in a difficult 
situation, and by insisting on my right of bringing 
them into your presence, they at last consented to 
receive the terms I offered them, namely, one 
yearns salary instead of five ; and by this arrange* 
ment, there was a saving to the Association of 
eight thousand pounds, which must cerUinly have 
been paid to them had I kept them at Buenos 
Aires until I could have heard from you. 

The expense of our English establishment, 
which can be dismissed (by agreement) with one 
yearns salary, is about 1S,000/. fr-year; and by 
bringing it to England, there will be a saying of 
six months* wages, with house-rent and board, say 
7000^., in case you should wish to dismiss them ; 
and in case you should wish them to return, the 
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Expense of their living upon the Atlantic would 
be little more than their living at Buenos Aires, 
and the moral injury to these men from the bad 
^ society of that place would be avoided. 

On account of the blockade, iron, powder, and 
many other articles in our store had a great 
momentary value, which might fall before I could 
hear from you; and I therefore appointed Mr. 
Ruse, whose honour and fidelity are undoubted, ad 
Commissioner pro tempore to sell these articles, and 
they can easily be replaced in case you should wish 
us to return. By acting at once, there was thus 
evidently a saving to you of upwards of ^,000/. 

There was one other reason. By remaining at 
Buenos Aires we kept alive all the speculations 
of the day ; and merchants too well calculated that 
they would obtain their terms if they would only 
persist in demanding them. By removing the 
whole establishment, I have thrown the mines upon 
their hands, without a hope, or a chance, or li 
possibility of working them. The amor scelerattii 
habendi is thus left weeping, and wailing, and 
gnashing its teeth ; and if you should wish to 
persist in your plan of working the gold and silvei^ 
mines of the United Provinces, the shortest and 
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the cheapest way to obtain them under the protect 
tion of the Government, is to annihilate by this 
only means the private speculations which oppose 
' you. I am confident that the mines will all shortly 
be at your disposal, and that, instead of difficulties, 
you will be entreated to accept them. 

With respect to th6 expenses which have been 
incurred since my arrival in the United Provinces, 
they are shortly as follows. To avoid complicated 
accounts, I placed the gentlemen and the miners 
on a moderate allowance, which has been paid to 
them up to the day they left Buenos Aires. 

I have travelled for you, in search of mines, 
upwards of six thousand miles, followed, for four 
thousand miles, by two captaind of mines, an a&- 
i^yer, a surveyor, and three miners. Besides the 
expense of horses, mules, peons, guides, &c., the 
whole party were subsisted for six months. I 
paid nearly 100/. to the party for baggage, which ^ 
with a mule, fell over one of the precipices of the 
Cordillera, and I had many other similar ex* 
penees. The amount of the whole, including my 
own expenses and every thing, does not amount, foir 
the whole period, to 180/. for each. 

The rest of your capital is returned to. you, aB 
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fdso the whole of your 2,000 shares, the distribu-* 
tion of which you had placed at my disposal. 

I have Dow^ gentlemen » concluded a rough out- 
line of the state of yoiu: affairs, and of the reasons 
which have brought me into your presence ; but 
you will feel that it hasl)een impossible f(»r me, in 
so short a time, to give you an idea of the immense 
tract of country which I have had to visit, or of 
the physical, moral, and political difficulties whid^ 
it opposes to your plan* 

I now beg leave to lay before you the docu« 
ments ''^to which I have appealed, and to bring in to 
your presence Messrs. Tregoning and Williams, 
the two mining captains who accompanied me to all 
the mines I have visited, and whose strict moral 
character, intelligence, and zeal, it has already been 
my pleasing duty to report to you. I earnestly 
request you to examine them most strictly, and to 
compare their evidence, and their opinions, with the 
statements which I have made to you. You will 
find that they are incapable of deceiving, and I beg 
to add, that their ojHnion is quite unbiassed by me | 
for as socm as the inspection of the mines was over 

* I possess copies of these documents^ bat ihey are too volu- 
ninom to publif b. 
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in Chili) I rode from Mendoza by myself. I had 
no communication with them upon the subject, and 
when I gave them an order to oome on board the 

pack with me to be dismissed, if you should think 
it necessary, I desired them to call to mind all the 
mines they had visited, to reconsider the opinions 
they had formed concerning them, and to prepare 
themselves, by mature reflection, to give you a 
fSaithful and accurate report of all the mines they 
had seen, but upon no account ever to speak to me 
upon the subject, and this, up to the present hour, 
has strictly been attended to. 

Gkntlemen, having now concluded a statement 
of the obstacles which have positively opposed your 
plan, and having submitted to your consideration 
my humble opinion of the difficulties which would 
still oppose it, I would willingly express to you a 
few of my own feelings, and would fain satisfy you 
of the personal exertions I have made. Ist, To 
forward your plan, and finally to save your capital; 
but the subject before you is, I am sensible, too im^ 
portant to be interrupted. 

There is one duty, however, that I owe to my 
own happiness, and to my own character, which I 
have to perform. -It is, now to return to you the 
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agreement which wais entered into between your- 
selves and me on the 21st day of February, 18S5. 
All that by it you may require of me, I am ready, 
to the best of my ability, and to the utmost of my 
strength, to perform. All that it entitles me to 
receive from you, I hereby abandon, and I re- 
nounce all claim upon you beyond what your own 
consciences may consider as a just remuneration ' 
for the services I have rendered to the Bio Platit 
Mining Association . 

If I have acted Itgainst its interests, this is but 
a trifling atonement ; but it will, I trust, place the 
error only on my judgment, and enable me still to 
preserve the good opinion of yourselves, and of a 
few friends, which, on entering your service, it was 
my good fortune to enjoy. 

You were pleased to intrust your capital and 
your affairs to my unlimited discretion. 

With n^uch greater cause for confidence than 
.you could have possessed^ I now commit my con- 
duct to your judgment, honour, and consideration. 

\%th A'pnU\%%%. F. B. Head. 

Certified on the 1 TJoseph TaEOONiNa, 
20th November ( ^ 1 Jno. Williams. 
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After reading the foregoing Report to theDirec* 
tors, I delivered my legal agreement into the hands' 
of the Chairman. 

The follpwing day, 14th April, the two mining 
captains were strictly examined, and they wercj 
again examined pn the 17th and ^4th of April, 
minutes of their evidence being taken by the Secre- 
tary of the Court. Although they had never seen 
my report, nor were acquainted directly or indi- 
rectly with its contents, they corroborated th^ state-, 
ments it contained ; they declared to the Directors 
" That there were none of the mines they had seen 
" which they would recommend. to be worked by 
** the Association, even if they were in England ;'' 
and that, with respect to the mines of Uspallata, 
which the Directors had justly conceived the best 
worthy of attention in the United Provinces, 
'^ they considered them so poor, that, when they 
" were at those mines, they had declared to each 
«* other that they would protest against working 
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<< them in case I should order them to do so,'^ &c. 
&c. &c. (For which see their evidence as repeated 
before the arbitrators.) 

Having thus delivered a report of my proceed- 
ings in South America to the Directors of the Rid 
Plata Mining Association, I awaited their opinion 
upon the decided measures which I had unfortu- 
nately found it necessary to adopt ; and although I 
was naturally desirous of their approbation, yet, 
confident of the necessity and propriety of my 
conduct, I was ready and fully prepared by further 
documents and evidence to support it, and, if ne- 
cessary, to defend it in whatever manner circum- 
stances might require: however, this course was 
apparently rendered \innecessary by the following 
communication which I received from the Secretary 
of the Association. 

Provinces of Rio de la Plata Minitig Association. 

Lcadenhall Street, 27th AprUj 1826. 

Bin, 

I have the honour to inclose the copy of a resolutioa 
of the Court of Directors, passed this day. 

I am, Sir, 
. Your obedient Servant, 

R. Beathfield, Sec^, 



^ Ata CouH of Directors of the Provinces of Rio de 
la Plata Mining AssodaHm^ S7th April, 18S6/' 

'* Captain Head's Report of his proceedings in the 
provinces of Rio de la Pldta and Chile, having been 
taken into consideration ;-r-It was Resolved, — That 
his zealous and active services, and his honourable 
conduct as Commissioner and Inspector of the affdirs 
of the Association, under circumstances of consider- 
able difficulty, entitle him to the thanks of this Court, 
and that the thanks of the Court be given to him ac^^ 
cordingly. 

(Extracted from the minutes.) 

•* R. Heathfield, Sec'/* 

On the dth of May the Court passed another 
resolution, by which 1 was requested to make a 
** Report of my proceedings in South America, to 
" be presented to the Shareholders of the Associa- 
<• tion." On the 14th of May I presented this Re- 
port, which was very nearly a copy of the Address 
I had read to the Directors ; but as more than one of 
the Directors had seriously proposed to continue the 
^peculation, I resolved to inform the Shareholders 
of the difficulties and losS'Which would attend such 
a tneasure ; and having performed this duty to 
tiietn, I then endeavoured, as far as was in my 
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power, to assist the Directors in extricating them- 
selves from the responsible situation in which they 
were placed ; for at that time I ceirtainly conceived 
that the failure of the Mining Companies in £ng« 
land had cUone proceeded from our general igno- 
rance of the countries which were the fields of the 
different speculations. With these two objects in 
view, I concluded my Report to the Shareholders 
as follows :— 

" It is true that there are several mines in the 
" distant provinces which I have not visited, but it 
'* must be recollected that not one of these mines 
** was offered to us ; that most of them were pos- 
^^ sessed by individuals, or by companies who had, 
<^ exclusive privileges ; that the minister at Bueno3 
** Aires had, in writing, expressed to me his opi-^ 
*^ nion, that these provinces would not give ustheir> 
*^ mines, and that he received official notification of 
'< my proposed return to England , without being 
** able to hold out to me the slightest hope of ob- 
*^ taining mines ; that Mr. Rivadavia himself was. 
** not able to give me any hopes, and that, there- 
** fore, I had reason to consider that the chance of 
<^ gaining anything for the Association was not 
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worth the 30,000^., which I had positively an 
opportunity of gaining, or could authorize the 
expense of time and money which such an in- 
spection, would have cost. 

*^ Besides this, I may observe that I had arrived at 
Buenos Aires, having left five of my party on dif- 
ferent parts of the road, completely exhausted ; — 
overpowered by the sun, worn out by hard living 
and hard riding, and altogether unable to pro- 
ceed. 

" I was myself nearly exhausted, and I declare 
that in such a burning climate I had not strength 
to undertake another gallop of nearly three thou- 
sand miles, while at the same time, every day^s 
delay was so much actual loss. 
^^ But even supposing that we could have got a 
few niines, that I had been able to inspect them, 
and that, contrary to every thing I could learn 
upon the subject, the assay had proved to be richer 
than that of any of the mines we had visited, 
yet in proportion as the distance from Buenos 
Aires increased, the difiiculties, physical, moral, 
and political, increased also in so much greater a 
proportion, that it was evident to me that no dif- 
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** ference in the asiiay could possibly odmpeniat^ 
« f(^ an inci^ase of difficulties which had already 
** overpowered me, and that with such a numerous 
** establishment to support, and with the enormous 
<« expense of building houses, fee, previous to 
** commencing any operations, the Association, 
« though it might have gwned apobt, would hav^ 
«« lost its object. 

" Having now concluded the outUne of my pro- 
« ceedings in South America, I must beg you to 
«« consider how impossible it is, in these short 
♦» limits, to attempt to describe the immense tract 
*« of country which I have had to visit, or to anti- 
«• cipate every argument which may be raised 
« against the mode, of proceeding I have adopted. 
"I am, however, prepared to reply to any ob- 
<« servations which may be made, and in the meari 
" while refer to the evidence of the two head 
■•miners who accompanied me, and who have 
<« supported the statements which I have made, by 
«« declaring on their examination, that if they had 
" held my situation, they would not have recom* 
<« mended the mines which we visited to be worked 
•« by the Association} and, moreover, that, respect-* 
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** ing those mines ^hich have been considered of 
<^ the greatest importance, it was thdr private in« 
^< tention to have written to the Directors^ and to 
^^ have protested against such an evident loss^in 
** case I had ordered them to work these mines. 
<* I annex a few short memoranda (marlced A and 
** B) of the difficulties physical, moral, and poli< 
<' tical, which, in practice, would probably obstruct 
^< the working of mines in the United Provinces; 
^* &e. ; but having seen much which I am unable 
" to describe, I feel it a duty whidi I owe to the 
*^ Association, shortly to state, that having ridden 
<< 6000 miles in South America^^aving thrown 
** myself on the feeble resources of the country-^ 
** having been to the bottom of every mine which 
^^ has been inspected-^having made all the ob-> 
** servations I was capable of making — having 
« lived in deserts, and almost in solitude, nearly a 
'* year, with no odier subject on my mind than the 
" interests of the Association — 1 deliberately de- 
*< clare upon my honour and upon my characteri 
** that it is my humble, but decided opinion, 
. ^* 1st. That the working of the mines in the 
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" proTinces of Hio de la Plata, by an ] 
" AssociatioD, is politically unaale. And, 

" 2dly. That if there was no such risk, the 
" expenses would far exceed the returns. 
. " I am aware that this opinion is very contrary 
" to the expectations which have been formed : still 
" it is not one of those theoretical statem^ts which 
'.' are only admitted because they cannot be denied. 
" Opposition companies have long been formed to 
*' work these mines, and the balance of their ac- 
" counts will indisputably prove whether my opi- 
" nion has been right or wrong '. 

^Mf I should be wrong, it will at least be ad- 
" mitted, that it was m^ interest to have entertained 
*,* a different opinion, and to have continued to 
<( conduct the affairs of the Association. 

" If it should be right, I claim no merit; for 

* Since ihia report nas ntillen, two out of three English 
Biining coinpanies, which 1 left in Chili, have Qiiled. 

The oppoailion company al Buenoa Airea, formed (o work 
the mines at U«pallata, has abandoned lliem. The other com- 
panies, formed for narking the supposed mines in the provinces 
of Rio de la Plata, have all failed, except one company, vhiclf 
even eipecied to luc- 
I Mr. Rtue'$ mildenee. 
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" the question, though painful to decide, was too 
^^ evident to be difficult. If the speculation has 
^^ been stopped in time, and if the capital has, in 
*^ consequence, been saved, I beg leave to-be per- 
" mitted to attribute it solely to the honour and 
" integrity with which the Association has been 
" directed, and which empowered and encouraged 
"' me, although a stranger to every individual of 
" the Association, fearlessly to act for its interests, 
^^ as an humble instrument in the hands of honour- 
*^' able men; and if it should be found, that the 
*^ working of gold and silver mines in South Ame- 
" rica is a subject for which no individual in Eng- 
** land has been properly educated — that it is 
^^ attended with dangers, difficulties, and expenses 
*5 of which few people in England are aware— 
*^ that the value of the American mines has fallen^ 
** since labour has been free, and since cruelty and 
" slavery have been abolished — that although civi- 
"'lization is gradually extending its influence over 
" the new world. Nature will yet oppose, by in- 
** numerable and almost indescribable difficulties, 
"the premature exertions of any men or assb- 
** ciation of men^ who shall attempt to go before 
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*< her> to establish industryi machinery, and labour 
<< before the country is prepared to receive them. 

*< If for these, and other reasons, many of the 
^* English companies in South America have been, 
** and will be, unable to proceed, I will venture to 
<^ expresi^ a hope that, although the Rio Plata 
<^ Mining Association may have purchased this 
** experience by a small loss, yet that in the epergy 
<< and enterprise with which the undertaking was 
** commenced, and in the confidence and honour 
« with which it has hitherto been directedt there is 
<< nothing inconsistent with the dignity, or the 
<< character, or the conduct of a great commercial 
♦* country.'^ 

The above report the Directors did not think 
proper to transmit to the Shareholders, but they 
paid off, according to their respective agreements, 
the whole of the Cornish miners, the two Captains 
of the mines, the assayer, surgeon, surveyor, &o., 
and they recalled thdir commissioner, Joseph 
Buse, !Esq, from Buenos Aires, 

After waiting at an hotel nearly two months, 
without hearing from the Directors on the subject, 
I requested to know what remuneration I was to 
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receive for thq serviees 1 bad rendered the Associa* 
tion, and it was iniiinated to ipe that the Directors 
intended to leave that question to be hereafter de- 
cided by the Shareholders ; but although in South 
America not one stone had been placed upon an- 
other, or any operations commenced, yet I now 
learnt that almost the whole of the Shareholders* 
money (say 60,0001.) had beeA expended, and 
therefore on the 6th of June I addressed a letter 
to th^ Directors, of which the following are ex- 
tracts : — 

^f You are fully aware. Gentlemen, that my 
^^ Agreement is to me the equivalent of fourteen 
*^ years' service 5 that for it I quitted my profes- 
** sion; and therefore I respectfully beg leave to 
<^ state, that I am unwilling to consent that a 
** question of so much importance to me should be 
** tranferred from your just ccmsciences to the opi- 
*^ nion of the Shareholders, because,-^ 

** 1st. They are unknown to me^ aqd it wbb 
" only to gentlemen who were known to me thut I 
<< ever intended to ppmn^it a siitgect of so much 
^ in)|«irtance. 
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<< 'Sndly. In an abstract view, they are not the 
^' proper arbitrators, because the cause to be de- 
" termined is that of Captain H. versus the 
" Shareholders of the Rio Plata Mining Associa- 
*^ tion ; or, in other words> what sum is due from 
<* the latter to the 'former, and the Shareholders 

would therefore be judges in their own cause ! 
Srdly. That the Shareholders are incapable of 
^* judging the question, because there are many 
^^ circumstances on which my claim might depend, 
** which they have no opportunity of knowing." 

I therefore proposed that the subject should be 
settled by arbitration, adding, ** For I can proudly 
^^ assure you, ' Gentlemen, that I have too long 

protected the funds of the Association ^to wish to 

see them improperly applied; and that, although 
** every other individual engaged by the Assoda- 
^^ tion will demand whatever his agreement legally 
" entitles him to, / have no wish to receive any 
" thing beyond what is honourably and fairly my 
« due.'' 

This request was not complied with, and after 
waiting three weeks, I again felt it my duty, on 
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the 26th of June, to address the Directors on the 
same subject, to which communication they gave 
me no reply. 

After waiting ten days, I reluctantly resolved tp 
appeal to the public, and as soon as a few docur 
ments were ready for the press, I sent a list of 
them to one of the Directors ; and then the Court 
(on the 14th July), having kept me at an hotel in 
London three months, consented to submit the case 
to arbitration, and I accordingly signed a bond for 
that purpose. 

# 

On my sudden arrival in England, it is evident 
that the straightforward course for the Directors to 
have adopted, was to have called a meeting of the 
Shareholders, and frankly to have laid before them 
either my *' Address to the Directors," or my 

" Report for the Shareholders;^^* but although 
nearly ten months have elapsed since my return, no 
report of my proceedings of any sort has been 
given to them ; and in consequence of a call for 
2 J per cent. 9 which, on the 14th of January, the 
Directors had made upon the Shareholders, stating 
that I '* had been received with encouragement 
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<( by the govismment of Buenos Aires^ and that 
** considerable progress had been made in ike 
^^prosecution of the object of the Association i^* 
and also in consequenoe of the replies which they 
had given to my letters from South America, (of 
which I was perfectly ignorant, until I obtained 
copies of them in the course of the arbitration,) 
their situation on the 14th of July had become a 
very difficult one. In short, they had only one 
of two courses to pursue, either to acknowledge 
that they had failed, or to unite and crush ^^i^; 
and in direct contradiction to their vote of thanks 
of the 07th of April, although they were perfectly 
sensible, that, as there were no funds, if I had 
proceeded in their expensive undertaking, I should 
have involved them in personal responsibility to a 
Qiost alarming extent ; and although they were aware 
that the arbitration had proceeded from my own act, 
yet they deliberately determined between two evils 
to choose the least, and to lay the whole blame of 
their failure upon me ; and, to my very great sur*- 
prise, the Secretary of the Association, assisted by 
two, apd sometimes by thre^ individuals, appeared 
before the Arbitrators, and, after a long preamble. 
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in which he fully explained that the question was 
one in which character was deeply involved, he 
produced agfiinst me, in the name of the Directors 
of the Rio Plata" Mining Association, under the 
direct anthority of their signatures, and supported 
by resolutions, documents, &c., which they occa- 
sionally themselves addressed to the Arbitrators, 
the ten following charges. 

The most satUfaotory reply which can be given 
' to these charges is the award of the Arbitrators i I 
will therefore only place after each charge a few 
short observations* 



CHARGES AND OBSERVATIONS. 



Charge 1. — -That Captain Head detained the 
English party of miners under his direction at 
Buenos Ayres contrary to his original instructions, 
and contrary to letters subsequently addressed to 
him by the agents in London. . 

Observation 1. — I detmned the miners at 
Buenos Aires because I could get no mines for 
them to work. In a letter from Buenos Aires, 
dated 91 July, I informed the Directors that I had 
done so, and in reply I received from the Managing 
Directors the following communication, dated 19th 
Oct., " We have great pleasure in communicating 
" to you the satisfaction of the Court of Directors 
'^ with the cautious and judicious conduct which 
** you had observed on your arrival at Buenos 
« Aires." 



Chaege 2. — That the examination of the mi- 
neral lodes in the neighbourhood of Mendoza was 
hasty and superficial, and betrays a culpable dis- 
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regard of the instructions in such respect, and that 
so far from giving effect to suck instructions, he 
wilfully threw up the mines. 

Observation 2. — See my Report on these mines, 
and the evidence of the two mining captains. I 
did NOT throw up the mines, for part of them, with 
the whole of the water in the valley of Uspallata, 
were sold to an Opposition Company by the iden- 
tical Governor who forwarded to England the Re- 
ports on these mines, which are printed with the 
Prospectus of the Association, and for the rest 
money was required. 



C H AEG E 3. — That notwithstanding Captain 
Head^s attention was particularly drawn by his 
instructions to the mining grounds in the Province 
of San Juan, he has returned to England without 
having either visited 6r sent to examine such mining 
grounds, although many inducements were pre- 
sented for their examination, and no sufficient cause 
has been assigned for the entire and total abandon- 
ment of this object. 

Observation 3.-r— I rode 920 miles oh piirpose to 
visit this Province, but I found it in a state of revo- 
lution, the Governor imprisoned, and the principal 
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inhabitatitii driven out. As noil as trAuqliilUty 
Was i^estoii^j the mined were giVeA away in Gtdet 
to be sold to me; and to a letter, which on the S7th 
of November I addressed to the Governor, request- 
ing permission even to denounce the remainder, I 
received no answer ; and 1 was informed at Men- 
doza that the reason was, I had o^red no money. 



Chaege 4. — That Capt£un Head returned 16 
England without having visited or caused to be 
examined the mining grounds of the Provinee of 
Salta. 

Observation 4. — On my arrival at Buenos Aires, 
I wrote to the Governor of Salta, and his reply, 
dated 4th Sept.^ waS| that the Junta was delibe- 
rating whether it should accept the basis of the 
Association) or grant the mines to an Opposition 
Company, the sole object of this Company being 
to get the mines in order to offer them for sale to 
me. The Province of Salta was also one of the 
provinces which the Minister Secretary of State at 
Buenos Aires, in his letter to me, dated 26th Sep- 
tember^ declares, '' that to his knowledge it would 
^^ not accede to the basis of the Association,^^ 
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Chauge S.-^That Captain Head returned to 
EnglancI without having visitedi or ctiused to be 
examined, the mining grounds of the province of 
Catamarca. 

Observation 6.— These mines, though expr^y 
mentioned in Mri Rivadavla's " authority,'* were, 
like the txiiiies c^ Famatina, &c., told to an Oppo* 
sition Company before I got to Buenoi Aires, and 
in the Minister's letter^ of the S6th September, 
they are included among those which «* to his 
" knowledge would not accede to the basis of the 
Association.*^ 



Chasgb 6«— -That Captain Head has not con« 
formed to his instructions in regard to taking the 

advice of Messrs ., and especially of Mr. 

Rivadavia, the President elect of the Board of 
Management intended to have been formed at 
Buenos Aires ; but, on the contrary, has so acted 
as to have offended and set aside all persons in 
South America in whom the agents of the Asso- 
ciation reposed a confidence, produced by long and 
intimate connexion— persons whose countenance, 
support, and good ofSces, were essential to the 
success of the undertaking. 

Observation 6.— Mr. Hivftdavia is now the 
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President of the Provinces of Rio de la Plata ; he 
is the individual on whose ^^ authority " the Asso- 
ciation was formed, and his conduct to the Asso- 
ciation and to me shall be elsewhere considered at 
length. 

With respect to Messrs ., (the agents 

at Buenos Aires,) I was desired, on my return to 
England, to state, for the information of the Court 
of Directors, whether or not I had followed their 
advice ; and on the 16th of April I replied as fol- 
lows : — 

" With respect to Messrs. .•....,! have 

* the honour to inform you that I verbally re- 

* ported to them every arrangement which I made, 
^ or proposed to make ; I read to them my reports 
^ on Carolina and on Uspallata, and I informed 

* them, without exception, of every diflSculty 
' which I had met with, and listened with earnest 
' attention to the advice they gave me ; but I have 
' no hesitation in stating that in every proceeding 

* I acted contrary to their wishes, because I con- 

* sidered that the advice they gave me, and the 

* steps which they wished themselves to take, were 

* hostile to the interests of the Rio Plata Mining 
^ Association, and when you are informed that 
^ one of these houses was a great shareholder in 
^ the opposition companies of Famatina and Us« 



'* pallata, I trust you will admit that it would have. 
** been improper for me implicitly to follow theii^ 
" advice, when it was contrary to my own judg- 
" ment and conscience.^ 



Cl^ARGE 7. — That he has insisted upon, pressed 
in an intemperate manner, and greatly aggravated, 
the temporary circumstances of difficulty produced 
in the provinces of Rio de la Plata, by the spirit 
of speculation in this country acting upon persons 
at Buenos Aires, and in some of the provinces, and 
incident to the change through which the govern- 
ment was passing whilst Captain Head was iti 
South America, from a partially-formed federative 
system to a more complete and perfect organization 
under that form of government. Particularly by 
insisting upon the confirmation by the government 
of Buenos Aires of the basis of the Association, 
although it was obviously impossible for the govern- 
ment of Buenos Aires, in the then state thereof, to 
perform that act, neither had it at any time been 
assumed that such authority was possessed by that 
governments That the points having relation to 
the government, although necessarily under the 
cognizance of Captain Head, and intended to be 
the objects of his attention, were not points of a 
nature calling for or admitting of his peremptory 
or decided interposition^ nor of a description, as a 
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question of principle^ to prevent the execution of 
tiie particular duties prescribed to him by his first 
instructions, and repeatedly enforced or intended to 
be enforced on his attention, by the further in- 
structions from time to time addressed to him from 
England by the agents. 

Observation 7.-— The &io Plata Mining Asso- 
ciation, formed in consequence of Don Bernardino 
Hi vadavia's authority, dated 24th November, 182S, 
was " to work the mines of the United Provinces 
«* at the discretionary choice of the Company.^ 

On my arrival at Buenos Aires^ it was notified 
to me by a letter from the Minister, dated 14th 
July, that this <^ authority^ was cancelled by a 
subsequent law of the 23d January, 1825 ; and^ 
far from acting " intemperately ^ of my own 
accord, I rode 6000 miles in search of mines. I 
never did ^Mnsist on the confirmation of the basis 
*' of the Association by the government of Buenos 
" Aires ; " on the contrary, in my letter to the 
Directors, dated Buenos Aires, November 7, 1825, 
I state, ** my credit depends, in two words, upon 
** getting or not getting for the Association a divi- 
" dend ; and if I had but the means of getting 
'* this dividend, I would never care whether we 
** got our rights or not. The lawyers might settle 
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*^ the question, but I would lievei^ widh to discuss 
** it. However^ the cJftse is very ditferettt,'* fee. &c* 
But even supposing that, as the servant of th6 
Association 9 I had insisted upon the confirmation 
of the basis of that contract, in virtue of which the 
Shareholders had consented to embark their capita]. 
Is it for the Directors of the Association to con- 
stitute this as a charge against me ? 



«Mte 



CttAKGK 8. — That Captain Head has riot taken 
any steps calculated to give effect to the measures 
he was instiructed to carry forward. 

Observation 8-^1 conceive that to this charge, 
no answer can be necessary. 



CflAftGfi 9.-T-That Captain Head discharged 
the German party of miners at Buenos Aires, and 
sent the English party of miners back to England 
without instructions, or any other authority, and 
quitted his post without awaiting the instructions 
of the agents on either of those important and de- 
cisive measures. 



Observation 9. — I discharged the German miners 
at Buenos Aires, because 1 had no employment for 
Ihem. 1 sent the Cornish miners to England for 



the same resaon, and because their pay and ex* 
penses amounted to 15,000/. a year, and I quitted 
my post for reasons explained in my r.eport. 



Charge 10. — That Captain Head, by his unad- 
vised, unauthorized, and precipitate proceedings aa 
detailed in the preceding evidence, has exposed the 
Assodaiion to a very considerable loss of capital ; 
has disturbed, protracted, and, for the time being, 
broken up a plan founded upon the calculation of 
an extensive reciprocity of interests; although it. 
ia evident, from the documents now quoted and 
submitted for inspection, that, with the exception 
pf a temporary inconvenience (not in any material 
respect interfering with the execution of that part 
of the instructions whicli applied to the earlier 
stages of affairs,) the plan would have been carried 
into executi(»i if Capttun Head had adhered to his 
instructions, or had acted under the sanction and 
advice of Mr. Rivadavia, or had await«d at Buenos 
Aires the recdpt of the advice of the agents, which 
crossed him on his return home, or had awaited at 
Buenos Aires without further instructions. 

It is therefore submitted that Captain Head's 

claim to compensation under his agreement, ceases 

from the time of his re-embarkation at Buenos 

"le awarded any sum ad- 

by the voluntary and 



CHARGES. £9 

. Observation 10.— If I had " carried the plan into 
" execution," which was fortunately impossible, 
because I could not get a single mine, the result 
would have been an expense of more than 100,000/»3 
and as a proportion even of the last call upon the 
Shareholders remains still unpaid, this loss would 
Tiave fallen upon the Directors themselves, and 
>vould have involved them in personal responsi- 
hUity to a most alarming extent. 

Their judgment on my conduct, as expressed Hi 
■this charge, is inconsistent with their vote of thankft 
of the 27th April. 

Of their estimate of the remuneration due to 
me for my services it is not for me to speak ; I will 
therefore simply observe, that after their conduct 
to me, there could not be the slightest chance either 
** that a sum would be awarded to me by the vo- 
** luntary and declared consent of the Directors,*' 
or that, if it were awarded, I could in any pro- 
priety accept it. It would, therefore, have been 
more frank and manly had these words been 
omitted. 



To these charges was added in a written address 
.to the arbitrators, " on the part of the Directors,*' 
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delivered and signed by the secretary of the Asso- 
ciation — 

*' That Captain Head had returned to this 
»* country, and publicly proclaimed the failure of 
** the Association, (see his * Rough Notes,' Intro- 
f ' duction, pp. iv and xi.) It is submitted in cpn^ 
^^ clusion» that Captain Head has treated the Hif 
'^ rectors and Agents with slight and disrespect in 
f^ the work referred to, wherein * Ignorapce of the 
^' country which was to be the field of the specula^ 
*^ tion,^ is assigned as a cause of the failure of thd 
** Company; and wherein causes (the fallacy of 
which are exposed) are stated at length, purport- 
ing to show that the Association could not suc- 
<^ ceed ; and further, that Captain Head has in the 
*< same work (page 303, not^) treated the Associa- 
^< tion with a levity quite inconsistent with the 
^'character of an agent, and irreconcilable with th0 
^< claim of service now preferred. 

(Signed) " R. Heathfield, 

Secratary to the Provineet of the Rio de la 
Plata Mining AuociationV 

As the work referred to by the Directors is of 
much V)Q tri^ng a nature to have been read by 
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those whose inclination or interest it may be to con« 
sider the present question, I beg leave to quote the 
passage which is alluded to by the Directors, and 
in which they consider that they have been 
^^ treated with slight and disrespect." 

f* Experience has at last been purchased at a 
'^ very great loss, and by it we now learn, that 
<< both the formation of these Companies, and their 
^* failure, have proceeded from one cause--ouF 
*^ ignorance of the country which was to be the 
^^ field of the speculation. But, although this 
** must be confessed, yet let it also be remembered, 
<^ that the error was accompanied by all the noble 
<^ characteristics which distinguish our country. 

^^ Had we known the nature of the different 
^^ countries, it would have been deemed imprudent 
^^ to have forwarded to them expensive machinery^ 
f^ to have given liberal salaries to every individual 
^' connected with the speculation, to have invited 
** the natives to share the profits, to have intru&ted 
^< the capital to solitary individuals, &c. Stilly had 
<* the foundation he&x good, the building was 
^^ nobly planned, and it was undeniably the act 
^'and the invention of a country teeming with 
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" energy, enterprise, liberality, unsuspecting corf-* 
" fidence and capital.^ 

At the time this book was published, I had 
returned from South America, and for three knonthd 
had been treated by the Directors in the manner I 
have already stated ; yet I firmly did believe that 
their failure had proceeded from *^ their ignorance 
of the country," and I therefore resolved that their 
conduct to me should not prevent me from making 
for them that excuse to which I sincerely believed 
they, as well as the authors of the other Compa^ 
nies, were entitled ; and if the failure of the Rid 
Plata Mining Association has not proceeded from 
" ignorance^' of the country, it will be for th6 
Directors to show upon what footing it stands. 

With respect to my having ** treated the Asso- 
ciation with levity," in the note, page 808, I will 
only observe, that this rough note pointed at the 
misfortunes and backslidings of ^^ a sister Assoda^ 
tion of Milkmaids," a speculation which had no 
connexion with the mining department to which I 
belonged. If I unintentionally treated their situa- 
tion with levity, I beg to make to them the dmenda 
Jionorable, by saying, that, by accounts I have 
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just received frotn Buenos Aires$ they are now all 
going on as well as can be expected ; and I must 
observe, that the endeavour which the Directors 
have made to show that this note is irreconcilable 
to any claim upon the Association for my services^ 
is only consistent with the other charges they 
have brought against me. 
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The question of remuneration was one of very 
secondary importance, and from this feeling (see 
my Report) I threw up my agreement ; but as soon 
as I learnt that the Directors, availing themselves 
of the arbitration, had determined to lay the blame 
of that loss which the country has sustained (say 
60,000/.) upon me, and also that their ten charges 
were in general circulation against me, I resolved 
io bring the business at once before the public ; fen: 
although the high rank and character of the three 
arbitrators would have rendered their verdict the 
most gratifying and satisfactory acquittal which the 
country could produce, yet, from the nature of the 
bond of -arbitration, their verdict was confined to 
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the simple question of pounds, shillings, anicl pence ; 
and as that was a subject which could interest no 
one, I explained to the Directors the injury they 
were doing me, in bringing so many charges 
against me ; and to this communication receiving no 
reply, I demanded, in a letter, dated 4th Novem- 
ber, ^^ the names and addresses of the Shareholders.*' 

The Directors immediately assembled to con- 
sider this request, which they declined to grant, 
under the plea, that the question was now under 
private arbitration, &c.; upon which I gave 
them full warning, that whatever might be the pe« 
cuniary award of the arbitrators, I would clear 
myself in public from the blame which they so 
unnecessarily were endeavouring to place upon me ; 
and I conceived that their conduct was also unjust^ 
because, as they had not met the Shareholders, it 
was evident to me that they were trying before a 
private arbitration the experiment, of whether or 
not they could lay the blame of the failure upon 
me in the Report which they proposed to address to 
the Shareholders, as soon as the award of the arbi* 
tratora was declared. 

The formal prosecution which the Directors 
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earried on against me, was an ordeal which I cei^ 
tainly never expected to undergo. 

Neither my profession, nor the habits of my life, 
had ever led me to be what is termed a man c^ 
business. The Directors were made perfectly 
aware of this before I left England, but they were 
also perfectly aware, that ^f a steady man of busi*- 
ness'^ was not the person they required. 

Their mines were so distant one from another, 
and the country so wild and uncivilized, that ** a 
steady man of business^^ would never have under- 
taken the job ; and if he had started with his ledg^ 
behind him to ride across the Pampas, the hard- 
ships he would have ^countered, the violence of 
the exercise, the kicking of the horses, and the 
want of food, would have soon brought him again 
to the sedentary habits of his life. 

They, therefore, following the axiom in mecha- 
nics, *^ that what is lost in power is gained in 
time,'' determined upon putting their mercantile 
speculation into the hands of a military man ; and 
having done this, was it pr^^r in them, after they 
had disn^issed all the witnesses I brought with me 
frcm South America, to bring against me charges 
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•which they knew to be groundless^ but which, from 
the unusual nature of the services I had performed 
for them, I might have been totally unable to 
*repel ? Most of my papers I had lost in crossing 
a river in the Pampas ; however, fearing an acci- 
dent of this sort, I had fortunately put all my 
documents of importance into a tin box, which I 
sewed into the lining of the jacket of a Cornish 
miner, William Tuckfield, whom I selected as being 
the strongest man, and the best swimmer of my 
party ; and I was thus not only able to bring to the 
Directors reports on all their mines, but also to pro- 
duce the means of defence, when thiey deemed it 
necessary, in the names of the Shareholders, to 
attack me. It will perhaps hardly be credited, 
that their prosecution before the arbitrators occu- 
pied nearly four months ; and that, besides bags of 
documents and private letters which were produced, 
fourteen hundred and eighty sheets of foolscap 
:paper were expended on the subject. . 

Although the two mining captains, the three 
Cornish miners, and the surveyor, who had accom- 
panied me to the mines, were all in England, the 
Matter even living in London, yet not one of them* 



STATEMENT. 77 

or of thirty-four Cornish miners, an assayer, sur- 
geon, &c., (who were also in England,) were 
brought forward ; but the Directors procured as- 
evidence against me people from Germany, and 
from other places, who had never seen the mines, 
or the country in which they were situated. Two 
of the Directors also appeared as evidence, but it 
being in their own cause, they were not heard. 

My case was contained in a sheet and a half of 
paper. I made no written reply whatever to the 
ten charges, or to the voluminous observations 
which had been made against me, but I occupied 
part of one evening in reading to the arbitrators 
my principal documents ; and after considerable 
difficulty in collecting the witnesses, who had been 
dismissed about seven months, and were scattered 
over the country, the following is the evidence I 
produced, as taken by a short-hand writer, Mr. 
Alexander Fraser. 



The DiBBOTORs of the Rio de la Plata Mining 

Association 

VERSUS 

Captain Francis Bond Hbad. 
Before the Arbitrators. 

EVIDENCE ADDUCED on •riic PART or CAPTAIN 

HEAD. 



Captain Joseph Tregoning'^'^led. 

(Examined by Captain Head.) 

Q. You will swear to your answers to my ques- 
tions afterwards if required ? — A. Yes. 

Q. At all events I hope you will speak the truth 
for my sake ? — A* Yes, Sir. 

Q. Did you accompany me, as a captain of the 
Cornish miners, across the Pampas to the mines 
which I visited in the United Provinces and in 
Chili?— ^. Yes. 

Q, In what sort of country are the mines of Us- 
pallata situated? — A, In a barren country. 

Q. Is the climate healthy for Europeans ?— il. 
I think not. 
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Q. Is there sufficient wood or water for the bare 
comfort of English miners? — A* No. 

Q. Were not our mules starved while we re- 
mained there?— 2^. They were, insomuch that 
they were not able to carry us away. 

Q. In case I had built houses there for the offi^. 
oers and miners^ do you think they would have 
lived contented there ?•— *ij. No^ by no means. 

Q* For what salary would you live there your- 
self? — A. Not for any money. I think I could 
live thete but for a short time. 

Q, Is there any spot in the neighbourhood of the 
mines which might be used as *^ gardens for the 
"mcnr— ii. No. 

Q. Is the valley of Uspallata fertile or barren? 
•^^A. It is barren. 

Q. What is your professional opinion of thd 
mines of Uspallata ? — A* It is poor. 

Q. Do you think they would have paid even if 
they had been in England f-^ij. No, not from their 
present appearance: they would not pay even if 
they were in England. 

Q. In case I had ordered you to work these 
mines, what should you have done?— -4. I must 
have obeyed your orders, but I must have written 
to the Directors to protest against it. 

Q. Did you not often tell me that the asi^y 
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whicb I had reported of these minesy was much 
too rich ? — A. Yes. 

Q. If I had built houses for the officers and 
men, ^th store-houses, smelting-fumaces, &c. &c., 
what do you think would have been the result ?— 
A. I think the men would not have lived there. 

Q. I mean what would have been the pecuniary 
result ? — A. It would not have paid. 

Q, Are the reports on those mines, and on the 

valley of Uspallata, as written by , 

, , and printed in the 

prospectus of the Rio de la Plata Mining Associa- 
tion, true or false ? — A. They are not true, because 
it is said that there is good pasture there, as stated 
in the printed reports, and there is none. 

Q. After visiting these mines, did we not pass- 
through them at all seasons of the year ? — A* No. 

Q. We passed the first time in August ?— ^^ 
Yes. 

Q. And next in September? — A, Yes; and. 
then in the latter end of November. We came, 
back again in January. 

Q. You had spring and summer? — A. Yes. 

Q. In the years 1825-1826 ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Do you consider Uspallata « a well-wooded 
country ?»_^. No. 

«. Did I not desire you to atop and inspect 




EVIDENCE. 81 

them again if you felt at all dissatisfied with the 
first inspection? — A. Yes, you did. 

Q. Would you recommend the gold-mine of 
Carolina to be worked by the Association? — A. 
No, I would not/ 

Q. Now I come to the gold-mine of El Caren. 
In what sort of rock is the lode of the gold-mine 
El Caren embedded? — A. In very hard rock. 
. Q. Was it not granite?— -4. Yes, in dark grey 
granite. 

Q. What is the breadth of the lode ? — A. About 
four inches. 

Q. Do you remember its assay ? — A. I don't 
recollect it exactly. 

Q, How many years would it require to unwater 
thelode^ by the adit proposed by the agent of the 
Association at Santiago? — A. It would require a 
great while ; it is a very long way to drive, and it 
is a very hard rock. It would require a great 
many years. 

Q. Did you consider Mr. as an agent 

of the Association ? — A. Yes. 

Q. That is Mr. .?— Yes. 

Q. Did you not tell me iipon the spot that you 
had not seen as much gold as would make the head 
of a pin ? — A. Yes. 

G 
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Q. Would you recommend this lode to any 
friend ? — A. Not by any means. 

Q. If I had built houses on the mountain for the 
officers and men, with stores^ amalgamation works^ 
&c.y do you think the mine would ever have paid 
for them ? — A. No, not by any means. 

Q. Now I come to the silver mine, San Pedro 
Nolasco. At what time of the year .did we visit 
the mine San Pedro Nolasco ?— ^. At Midsummer. 

Q. Describe the situation of the lode of that mine, 
and the cUmate.-— ^. The lode is at the top of a 
very high mountain. 

Q. Was there much snow there P^— i(. Yes, in 
some places, and very deep. 

Q. Was the portion of the lode, ninety fathoms, 
sold to the Association for 19,000 dollars, sufficient 
for the operation of a large association ?-^No 
answer. 

Mr. Heathfield.^^They are not sold, but the 

fact is this : Mr did make a purchase of a 

mine at San Pedro Nolasco, called the • 

Q. Was the portion of the lode ninety fathoms 
(sold to the Association for 19,000 dollars) sufficient 
for the operation of a large association l^-^A. Not 
at all. 
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Q. Would ninety fathoms of that lode be suffi- 
cient for the operation of a large association?— * 
A. No. 

Q. How many fathoms in Cornwall are generally 
supposed necessary for a large association ? — A, I 
think the average about half a mile. Many of the 
largest mines are more than a mile in lengthy or 
more than eight hundred fathoms. 

Q. Do you think any European would be con* 
tent to live there ?~i4. No. 

Q. For what sum would you live there yourself? 
"^A . I would not live there for any money ; I should 
be buried in snow for seven months in the year. 

Q. Would you recommend the Association to 
build houses for the officers and men, with store- 
houses, smelting-fumaces, &c.^ to work this mine ? 
—4. No. 

Q. Do you agree with the agent in considering 
this mine " a brilliant establishment for silver ?'*— 
A. No, I don^t. 

Q, Now I* come next to the mine called, *^ New 

discovery for silver,'' (as it is termed by Mr 

in Chili. Describe the spot called by the agent, 
♦* a new discovery for silver.*'— 4. It has a mine- 
ral appearance, upon the side of a very high 
mountain, but there is no mine there. It is no« 

g2 
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thing but a stain of mine, or a mineral appearance ; 
it has a mineral appearance of iron and arsenic. 

Q. Do you consider its situation safe from rob* 
bers or mountaineers ? — A. No, by no means ; it is 
not safe from robbers, without a military guard 
being there. 

Q. Do you think it worth "6000 dollars?" — 
A. No, it is worth nothing. 

Q. Would you recommend any friend to work it, 
if it were given to him ? — A. No, it is impossible ; 
it does not deserve the name of a miile. 

Q. In case we had worked mines in Chili or in 
the provinces, do you think native miners could 
have been obtained ? — A. Not in large numbers. 

Q. In the provinces do you think many miners 
could have been obtained? — A. No. 

Q . Neither about the mine nor in the provinces ? 
— A. No. 

- Q. From what you saw of mining in the United 
Provinces, and from what you were able to learn, 
would you recommend any friend to embark in it ? 
— il. No. 

Q. How many miles is it from Santiago to the 
** New Discovery?" — A. About- three hundred 
miles. It is a very bad country, a very mountain- 
ous country. There were two men drowned the 
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day before we crossed the river, and seven when 
we came back again. 

Q. Do you think it would be possible to prevail 
upon the peasants of the provinces to work? — A. 
No, I don't think it would, not as in the English 
mines ; they would not work. . 

Q. Do you think the inhabitants are people who 
understand the nature of contracts, or of regular 
business?— ^. No. 

Q, How many weeks were you in Mendoza?— 
A, Ten or twelve weeks. 

Q. Do you think, even supposing that the mines 
were to pay, that it would be safe to transport treav 
sure across the Pampas? — A. Not unless there 
were a very strong guard with it. 

Q. Do you think that it is safe to cross the Pam- 
pas yourself ? — ^. No. 

Q. Do you. think that European miners could 
work properly during the hot season ? — A. They 
would not be able to do so. 

Q. {By Mr. Heathfield.) At what place do you 
mean ? — A . . In the provinces. 

Q. {By Captain Head.) Do j-ou think, upon the 
whole, I acted for the interest of the Association^ 

« 

or. against it, in putting an end to the business, 
taking all the observations you made in the pro^ 
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vinces into your consideration ?— 2I. I think you 
acted for the interest of the Association, most un- 
doubtedly. That is my opinion. 

Q. In society, or among your friends, is that the 
opinion you have given since your return to Eng- 
land ? — A. Yes, it is* . 

Q. Is there any part of my conduct which you 
disapprove of? — A. Not in the least. 

Q. Do you think I made sufficient exertion for 
th6 Association ?-«-*^. You made a great deal, cer- 
tainly. 

Q. Describe my exertions,— il. You travelled at 
a very rapid rate, insomuch that no person could 
follow you. 

Q. During our passage home to England I was 
occupied in writing a report of our proceedings,— 
did I show that report to you before I delivered it 
to the Directors, or did I directly or indirectly give 
you any idea of its contents? — A. Not in the least. 

Q. Did I ever, during the voyage, or before you 
were examined by the Directors, allow you to speak 
to me concerning the mines you had visited ?—^. 
You did not. 

Q. What reason did I give you for desiring you^ 
not to speak to me on the subject ? — A. You re- 
quested that we should not talk about the mines 
upon the passage, and we did not. 



k- 
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Q. Was that the reason ? did I not tell you to 
form your own opinions^ and to deliver your own 
opinions on the subject ?•— -4. No, I don't recollect* 

Q, Upon your arrival did not the^ Directors de^ 
sire you and Mr. Williams to write yourselves a 
report oti the tnined ?— ^4. Yes. 

Q. Did you not several times ask me to read it 
before you gave it in ? — A . Yes. 

Q. And what answer did I give you ?^-^A. That 
you would nott 

Q. How much money have you received from the 
Association — ^what is the amount of your account ? 
-*-i4. I cannot tell exactly. 

Q, For what period have you received wages ? 
— A. For fifteen months, and one year afterwards, 
or for about two years and three months. 

Q. At how much ? — A. At 10001. per year. 

Q. How long were you out of England during 
that time ?— il. Twelve months. 

Q. You were there about seven months ? — A. 
Yes. 

Q. How many months were you absent from 
home ?— -4 . Twelve months there. 

Q. Then you were a year and three months al- 
together? — ^. Yes. 

Q. And you have now returned to your own 
bunness ? — A. Yes. 
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Q. After your examination by the Directors I 
gave you my Report to read. I believe that is it 
(handing the Report alluded to to the witness.) Do 
you consider it a correct statement of our proceed- 
ings? — A. Yes. 

Q. You consider it a correct statement of our 
proceedings ?— -<rf. Yes, I do ; I had read it over 
afterwards. 

Q. The agent at Santiago has just written to de^ 
clare that I never asked him for the receipt of 16,000 
dollars, paid for San Pedro Nolasco— did you not call 
upon him by my desire to ask for it ? — A. Yes, I did. 

Q. You called upon Mr • to produce the 

receipt for those 15,000 dollars, paid for San Pedro 
Nolasco ? — ^, Yes. ' 

Q. Was there not a revolution at San Juan, 
when we were at Mendoza ? — j4. Yes. 

Q. At what time was that ? — A. In August. 

Q. Do you think that province was in a fit 
state to authorise the building of houses, stores, 
smel ting-furnaces, and so on ? — A. Certainly not. 

Q. During the whole period? — j4. Yes. 

Q, Did you, at my desire, ask for the production 
of that receipt ? — ^-^. Yes, I did. 

Q. What answer was made to you ? — -^. He said 
he had not got it there ; he could not find it. . . 

Q. Do you think that the province of San Juan 
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was in such a political state as to authorise the 
building of houses^ stores, &c. ? — A. Not when I 
was there. 

Q, Did not the people of San Juan give away 
six of their best mines after they had been promised 
to me? — A. They did; we were told so. 

Q. Who told you so? — A, The Governor told 
me. 

Q. What Govemot ? — ^. The Governor of 
Mendoza. 

Q. He said what?— --4. That they had given 
six mines to be selected out of the other mines of 
San Juan. 

Q. Who do you- mean by " they'' ? — A. The 
government of San Juan ; that they had allowed 
six to be selected out of the other mines. 

Q. Would you trust your own money in any of 
the provinces? — A. It is not very Hkely. 

(Cross-examined by Mr. Heathfield.^ 

Q. Be so good as to describe what you call the 
mines of TTspallata — How do you divide them f — A. 
There are several mines, but they are all in one 
place ; it is in an uneven rocky country, and there 
are several hills in different places. 

Q. Are there not lodes to the north iside of the 
road? — A, Yes. 
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Q. Thai is the road leading from Mendoza to 
Chili?— ^. Yes. 

Q. How are the mines to the north distinguished? 
— A. There is the mine of San Pedro and another 
mine, Ballejos, as it is called. 

Q. What lodes are there to the north of the 
road? — A, San Pedro is upon the north. There 
are the particulars of the lodes in the report that is 
published. 

(Here a Letter was read^ dated Mendaza, 
9rd of December, 1825 J 

Q. I beg to ask what are the names of the lodes 
on the north of the road alluded to, and their 
number ? — A. San Pedro is upon the north, and 
Ballejos is to the south. There is also the San 
Lorenzo to the north. 

Q. San Pedro and San Lorenzo are to the north, 
are they ?^— A. Yes; these are the lodes there. 
There are a great many other lodes or branches ; 
there are nearly twenty. 

Q. What are the lodes upon the south side ? — 
A, There are two or three ; there is one general 
lode ; there is one principal lode called Ballejos. 

Q. And . what other lode ? — A. There is one 
other small lode, of which I have forgotten the 
name; it is a Spanish name. 
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Q, Are tha?e any more?— -rf. No; I dotft re- 
collect. 

Q. In all» upon the two sides, there are not less 
than twenty lodes ? — A, Not more altogether5 and 
there are branches. 

Q. Upon the north side how many pits are there 
upon the lode of San Pedro ? — A. I don^t recollect ; 
there are a great many; but I canH recollect the 
number; there are sev^al pits upon the lode 
generally. 

Q. Are there any holes upon the lode of San 
Pedro ? — A, Yes, many. 

Q. Upon the road to San Lorenzo there are 
also lodes and pits, are there not P^-y^. Yes, and 
many have fallen in. 

Q. Upon that lode they have fallen in ? — A. 
Yes. 

Q. And other lodes which you named? — A, 
Yes, there are openings or boles. 

Q. You mean workings by holes or openings ? — 
A. Yes, 

Q. Upon Ballejos, on the south side, are there 
several holes or workings? — A. Yes, there are 
several workings and holes upon that lode. 

Q. You don'^t mean by hole to speak sUghtingly 
of it ? — A* No> it is ne«iy forty fathoms : we went 
down. 
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Q. Is that a considerable depth? — A. Yes, it 
is the depth of any of the mines. ^ 

Q. I ask you, whether going down forty fathoms 
was sufficient to give you an indication of the real 
value of the lode? — A, Yes. 

Q. It was sufficient to give you an idea of their 
value? — A. Yes. 

Q. The lode bearing the appearance of con- 
siderable working having been carried on ? — A. 
Yes. 

Q. Were they recently carried on ? — A. Not re- 
cently. 

Q. You say there are a great many workings, 
and a great many pits or shafts ^—A. . Yes. 

Q. Can yoii state generally to what depth the 
lodes were worked ? — A. At the north, the mine 
was worked to about nine or ten fathoms. 

Q. From nine to ten fathoms generally ?—A, I 
may say they were from eight to ten fathoms deep. 

Q. That is the general depth of the San Pedro 
lodes ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Now, what course did you take in the exami- 
nation of those lodes ? — A, We went down to ex- 
amine them wherever we could have access ; we 
examined them several times under ground where- 
ever we had access, and where the mines were dry 
and favourable for working. 
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Q. Was it so, generally speaking ? — A, Yes. 

Q, Was there much rubbish in the pits?— -^. 
Sometimes, and sometimes none. 

Q. Where there was rubbish what course did 
you take ?^ — A. We removed it in some places where 
necessary. 

Q. Did you ever see those instructions to Mr. 

, (handing a paper to the witness.) — A. 

I have got a copy of them ; they were the instruc* 
tions given to me. 

Q. You find there is a stratum of quartz. — A. 
There is no such thing in the mines. I went and 
examined the lodes and got specimens, hundreds 
of them. 

Q. You found no quartz in those mines ?—A. 
No. 

Q. Not even in the one of ninety fathoms 
depth ? — A. No. 

Q. You found no quartz beneath which the lode 
lay ? — A. No, 

Q. And if there had been quartz you must have 
seen it ?• — A. We who examined it must have 
seen it. 

Q. How many people attended you upon this 
service ? — A, Three Cornish miners and two native 
miners, besides Mr. Williams and myself. 



94 EVID£29fCX. 

Q. What toob had you ?—ji. The tools of the 
natives who worked at the mines. 

Q. How many sets ? — A, They were suiBcient 
for our examination* 

Q. How many ? — A» I did not inquire, I had 
sufficient. 

Q. How many sets of tools do you think there 
were? — ji. There was one party of men work* 
ing upon one of the lodes, and we had their 
tools. 

Q. Of how many- did that party consist? — A. 
Two men were working these mines. 

Q. Were they working at that time ? — ^ji. No. 
There was an appearance that they had been work-» 
ing lately, and had got some little ore. 

Q. And you mean that you had the tools of these 
two men ? — u^. Yes. 

Q. How many days were you employed upon 
this examination ? — A. From four to five days. 

Q. How many hours a-day were you employed ? 
— ^. From morning till evening, 

Q. How many hours? — A. A day is twelve 
hours I believe, but I was employed from fourteen 
to fifteen hours. 

Q. Do you apprehend that, with two sets of 
tools and five men, you could examine those lodes 
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SO as to ascertain the true condition of those lodes ? 
— ^, Certainly. 

Q. What is the distance from north to south 
upon this lode?— '^^ Nearly a mile. 

Q. Suppose the road to be in the centre, what 
would be the distance on each side ?— ^. About 
half a mile each way. . 

Q. Were you employed the whole time examin- 
ing these mines?— ^. In examining the mines 
situated there, and the country about it. 

Q. What time was employed in the pits ?— ^. 
We went over them five or dx times. 

Q. How many days were you employed in that 
specific service ? — ^. Five days. 

Q. And you were employed upon another ?;— ^. 
We were five days at the Uspallata mines and the 
country about them. 

Q. (£y Arbitrator.) Do you mean to say that 
you were five days devoted to this particular 
lode ?— ^. Yes, and the country and in the neigh* 
bourhood, on one of those days we went through 
the valley to examine the passages ; that took one 
day. 

Q. (By Mr. Heathfield.) What measures were 
adopted to examine the qondition of this ground ? 
— ^. We took as much time as was necessary^ 
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Q. {By Arbitrator.) Was this at the time you 
ivere with Captain Head, or alone? — ^. I was 
with him at that time. 

Q. {By Mr. Heathfield.) Captain Tregoning, you 
have said that one of the mines that was working 
was ninety fathoms deep, and that it had tumbled 
in some parts — was that the case in the Ballejos 
mine ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Was that the lowest part of the mine.^ — A, 
No. 

Q. Did you ever hear a report at Uspallata that 
the mine fell in upon the proprietor ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Did you find him there at that part.? — A. 
No, we did not go to that part. 

Q. How was that ? That was the most valua- 

« 

ble part of it? — A. I believe we were in the parts 
adjoining to that ; it went down zigzag, and not 
perpendicular. 

Q. You did not get to that so deep as where 
the proprietor was killed by his workings? — 
A, That was very near the surface where he was 
killedi the other was ninety fathoms, but the pro- 
prietor was buried in a spot where it was little 
more than forty feet, where he fell in. He fell into 
a utone quarry or gravel pit ; we were much below 
that. 
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. Q. (By Arbitrator.) Had you ever been abroad 
before ? — A, No, never* 

Q. You don'^t speak the Spanish language, do 
you ? — A. No. 

Q. You were selected by the Company from 
having been long engaged in the business of min-. 
ing? — A, Yes. 

Q. As agent or captain? — A. Both. Mr. Wil- 
liams, one of the Directors, recommended me — he 
knew me well — I served him all my lifetime. 

Q. You were bred a miner ? — A. Yes. 

Q. (By Arbitrator.) For what period before that 
time were you so employed by that Director P — 
A. I was in the ipii\es nearly all my lifetime. I 
was first a working miner, and when I was em-^ 
ployed by the Company, it was as agent or captain 
of the miners. 

' Q. You are a captain of miners in Cornwall 
now? — A. Yes. 

Q. And you were promoted from that situation 
of a captain ? — A. Yes. 

Q. When yoiir service ended with this Mining 
Association, on what terms did you part with the 
Directors ; was there any misunderstanding or dis-. 
satisfaction expressed, or was there approbation, 
of your conduct by the Directors ? — A. They be^ 
haved very honourably to me. h 
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Q. Did you consider jrou had g^reiithem satid^ 
faction, or had you reason to think you had given 
them dissatisfaction ? — A. They expressed neither 
satisfaction nor dissatisfaction. 

Q. (By Arbitrator.) I believe Captain Head had 
not seen the mines of Salta, Catamarca, and San 
Juan, (because it was in a state of revolution;) can 
you give any ireason why it was not thought ad- 
visable to visit the other two first mentioned^ 
namely, the mines of Salta and CatamarcaP— 
A. It was said that they were granted to another 
company. 

Q. Who said so?-^j4. It was told about in 

Buenos Ayres. Mr said a mine was 

granted to another company. 

Q. What mine was that t— ^. The Famatina 
mine. 

Q. You don't know any reasbn why those other 
mines were not examined 1—A, No. 

Q, Do you know any thing of the mines of 
Salta?— ^. No. 

■ 

Q. Nor the mines of Catamarca ? — A. Na. 

Q. Do you, know where they are situated ? — * 
^. At a great distance from Buenos Aires \ I don^t 
know the distance* They were considered as very 
distant mines, and upcm a very high mountain. 
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instructions to go and dxainine them f'^A, Yes. I 
believe they were mentioned, but I was never caUed 
upon to give advice upon the subject. 

Q. Do you know any thing about it f-^A. No. 

Q. You know something about the f^amatina 
mines f'^^A, It was reported that they were granted. 

Q. Do you know any thing about German 
miners having gone to that mine P-»^% N0| 1 do not. 

Q. You said something about these reports. 
Your answer applies to all these reports about San 
Lorenzo by . % . ^ . » . . and » . . 
• .... of Uspallata) &c. ; do you consider 
they are, or are not, greatly overcharged, or are 
they perfectly correct?—^. They are greatly over-^ 
charged. 

Q. It is said h^e, *< Of the San Lorenzo, the 
■* working the mines can never be a losing business^ 
<< and which has natural descents for making adits $ 
<< a narrow ravine unites another not less bulky 
<* mountain, called San Pedro, to which pass on, 
•• and within eight, the rich lodes of silver which, 
<< Bomet&y(«i united tod sometimes separated, for 
" a sho^t distance, cover the San LorenKo.*^' Now^ 
do you or do you not oonuder this as a correct 
statement ?— >i. Noj very incorrect. 

H % 
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' Q. Did you ever see any of these lodes of silver ? 
— A. We saw the lodes, but they were not rich. 

Q. You consider them as a losing concern ? — 
A, Yes. 

Q. (By Mr. Heathfield.) I wish to know upon 
what did you form your conclusion ; are not these 
lodes alternately rich and alternately poor? — 
^m JL es. 

Q. Did you ever work silver lodes, or have you 
had any knowledge bx experience of silver lodes ? 
- — A, Yes. 

(This witness. th^n .withdrew^ and after some 
discussion, Mr. Heathfield was allowed to, recall 
him/) 
~ Captain Tregoning — ^recalled. 

{^Examined by Mr. Heathfield.) 

Q. It is said that the reports of these several 
gentlemen are not true. I call oh you to point 
out in what particular points they are untrue. — Ai 
I said they were positively not true* 

Q. In what particulars are they untrue? Read 
the passages. — A. Yes. (JVitne^s reading front 
the printed Report^ p. 2.) " To the ^^Mt mount 
*^ San 'Lorenzo, the working of those mine& caft 
^< never be a losing business; and which has natu-« 
*^ ral descents for making adits ; f^ narrow ravine 
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<< unites another not less bulky mountain, called 
^^ San Pedro, to which pass on the surface, and 
" within sight, the rich lodes of silver, which 
^^ sometimes united, and sometimes separate, for a 
^^ short distance, cover the San Lorenzo, with the 
*^ difference, that although the formation and 
<' quality of the lodes be the same in both moun- 

<^ tains, the ores differ, because those of San 
"** Pedro being alloyed with copper (acobrisado), do 
" not show, by the simple assays with mercury, the 
*^ abundance of silver which is found on the sur- 
^^ face in the ores of San Lorenzo, less alloyed 
" with copper.*" They are not true, because the 
lodes are not rich. 

Q« I wish to come to particulars. You say it 
is not true, because the lodes are not rich. I ask 
you, how you know the lodes are not rich?—- ^. 
Because we took samples of them. 

Q. Which of the lodes are not rich ? — A, Nei- 
ther of them are rich. 

Q. What experience have you of lodes of 
-silver? — A* I have formed a professional opinion 
from my experience. 

Mr. HeathfieldL — Mr. Tregoning was not sent 
-out to give an opinion as to the silver olre lodes, 
whether rich or poor, but he was sent out to work 
them* 
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Arbitrator. — It appears that you are only occu- 
pying your time on a point that can have no effeet 
upon the conclusion we are to come to, 

Q. (By Mr. Heathfield.) I beg an answer to 
this question. . Whether you have any experience 
on silver ore?— il. Yes, I have; 1 have worked in 
lead mines in Cornwall which contained silver. 
Q, How many years ?^^A, Several years.* 
Q. Do you know when the ore contains silver or 
notl-^^. Yes. 

• Q. How?-**il. By its appearance. I should 
not know it without assaying it. 

Q. It is only known by assaying itP-^^. Yes. 
Q. Do you know that the ore of which you 
speak 9 and which you state is on the surface, is 
such as that you could get a right sample ?-^-4. 
We did go down into it. 

Q. Did you go to the last point on which they 
were at work ?~-4. Yes ; they go as far as they 
can get any thing ; we went to the best parts. 

Q. Do miners, having a knowledge of the value 
-of ore, leave good ore in sight?— * -4. Not conw 
monly. We took samples of such as was to be 
had ; such as the lode produced. 

Q. You took the best samples you could get f— 
iA. Yes ; we took them from the lode ; they were 
the best samples that were there. 
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Q. Are you aware that thege specimens were 
assayed ?-^^. Yes. 

Q. Do you know what the report of the assayer was 
on them ? — A^ No, I don't recollect. I have seen it. 

Q. You are aware that the cure was assayed ?^— 
A, Yes. 

Q. You don't know what the assay was worth ? 
*— ^. I don't remember ; I have seen it. 

Q. Are you aware of what 80 marks per caaon 
would amount to f— -rf. Not now, 

Q. Do you know what a mark'is?-^^. Yes. 

Q. How much is a mark ?-*v^. Eight dollars 
I believe it. 

Q. Do you know the weight of a caxon? — A, 
Fourteen mule-loads* 

Q, And would amount to what? — A, About 
two and a half terns. 

Q, Are you aware that the specimens of ore at 
Ballejos were assayed at that? — A. A bit was 
taken out of the best part. 

Q. Was that specimen, or not, the part that 
was assayed at 80 marks per caxon ? — A, I know 
it was v^y good, but I cannot tell. I douH recoU 
lect what it was at, but I believe it was assayed ; 
that bit was so. 

Q. Waa there any other specimen taken from 
that mine p — A. Yes, more than one, . 
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Q. Was there, or not, any other specixneii 
taken from that mine? — A* I don't recollect 
exactly. 

Q. Are you aware that 80 marks per caxon \^ 
upwards of 60/. per ton ? — A, I don't know — ^but 
perhaps it is. 

Q. What is the value per ton of good ore in 
Cornwall? — A. From 60/. to 80/. or 40/. per ton^ 

Q. I mean copper ore per ton ? — A. About 10/. 
per ton, at an avei*age. 

Q. The mines* of San Itosario, do you know 
them ? — A. We examined the whole of them. 

Q. Are you aware that that was assayed at fifty 
marks per cakon ? — A . No, I am not, but we took 
samples of it for the assay-man. 

Q. Are you aware that that ore was assayed at 
fifty marks per caxon ? — A, I don't recollect. 

Arbitrator. Captain Head was sent to execute, 
as far as professional mining went, and this person 
says, that nobody will live there, and it was of nd 
use to go on with it. 

Mr. Heathfield* I must call other evidence t6 
show that other persons can live there. I wish to 
i^ve you trouble. I consider the question as in^ 
your hands, and if you tell me that I pursue a line^ 
of examination that you will consider unnecessary, 
I will submit. . - 
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year, and he says he considers it was impossible to 
live there^ and nobody could work these mines. 

Mr, Heathfield. He has contradicted the ques- 
tion of pasture (reading the Report^) " distance 
about eight leagues ;'^ the distance is left out. 

Arbitrator* The only question is^ whether Cap- 
tain Head acted reasonably or properly in receiving 
this person'^s advice. 
. Mr. Heathfield. I am entirely in your hands.: 

Arbitrator. It does not affect what has passed 
at all. 

Mr. Willidms called. 

{Examined by Captain Head.) 

Q. Did you accompany me as captain of the 
Cornish miners, across the Pampas, to the mines 
which I visited in the United Provinces of Chili ? 
'• — A4 Yes. 

Q. In what sort of country are the mines of 
[Jspallata situated.^ — A. In the mountains — in 
&nd through a wild and mountainous country. 

Q. Is there any fertility i^-^A •No fertility whatever 
— it is quite a barren, wild, mountainous country. 

Q. Is the climate healthy or not? — A. No, I 
should think it is not healthy. 
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Q. Did you faint away '^from the e^t of the 
climate? — A» I did in the nigfat-^I got out of my 
bed, and I intended to go out of doors, and the 
moment I got into the open air I fainted. 

Q. From what cause was that ?—^. From the 
desperate cold and rarity of the air. 
. Q. Is there sufficient wood or water, for the 
bare comfort of English miners ?«^^, No. 

Q. Were not our mules starved while they re-* 
mained there ? — A. Wl^ile they had nothing to eat 
of any consequence. 

Q. * In case I had built houses for the officers 
and miners, do you think they could have lived 
contented there ? — A, No, certainly not. 

Q. For what salary would you live there your- 
fielf ?— ^. In fact, if I engaged with the Company 
to stay there, I must stay there ; but to engage to 
go there, I would not go on any salary myself. 

Q. Is there any spot in the neighbourhood of 
the mines, which might be used as <^ gardens for 
the men V^-^A, Not for a considerable distance. 

Q. Is the valley of Uspallata fertile or barren i 
1— ^. Barren. There is one part of it fertile 
where the houses are, and the other part is barren. 
That part which is irrigated is fertile, and very 
good. 
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Q. (By Arbitrator.) At what distance is that 9 
«— ^. Six leagues. Three miles are a league. 

Q. That would be about twenty miles ?~^. 
Yes, 

Q. (By Captain Head.) Is the country you 
crossed on the other side of Uspallata fertile or 
barren ?*-^^. It is all barren. 

Q. That is on the Chili side ?— ^. Yes. 

Q. What is your professional opinion of the 
mines of Uspallata ?-«*^, I believe them to be very 
pocx*, and not worth any English Company to work 
them-<-that is my opinion. 

Q. In case I had ordered you to work these 
mines, what should you have done ?— -^. Why of 
course we were obliged to go by your directions, 
but at the same time we should enter a protest 
against it if we were instigated. In fact that was 
our conclusion when we left them. 

Q. (fly Arbitrator.) Do you and Tregoning 
agree as to that?-«»^. This was what we said 
coming home--^that if the Captain had pushed the 
working these mines we would not go on. 

Q. That was after exploring them ?— ^, Yes, Sir*^ 

Q. When was that ?«*^^. It was in August we 
were there, 

Q. {By Captain Head.) Did you not tell me. 
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in very strong language, that the adsay I had re- 
ported of these mines was much too rich ? — A, Yes^ 
Idid. 

Q. After visiting these mines, did we not pas^ 
through them at two other seasons of the year ? — 
A. Yes, Sir.. 

Q. Did I desire you to stop and inspect them 
again, if you felt at all dissatisfied with the first in- 
specdon ? — A, Yes, you did. 

Q. Are the reports on tliese mines and the valley 
of Uspallata, as written by •••«,«••. 
and Don .... and printed in the prospec-* 
tusof this association true, or false ? — A* I consider 
them as not true. 

Q. {fiy Arbitrator.) Do you mean that there 
are absolute falsehoods put forward, or an over- 
charging abd glossing? — A, There is toio much 
glossing and overcharging. I have said quite 
enough of my opinion of the mines of Uspallata — 
as to other people's opinion I know not. 

Q. (By Capt. Head ) Would you recommend 
the gold mine of Carolina to be worked at all ?— 
A, I think not. 

Q. Now, as to the gold mine of El Caren — 
would you recommend that mine to be worked for 
the Association ? — A. Noi 



I 
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Q. That is ia ChiU— is it ?—A. Yes, Sir* 

Q. Did you not tell me on the spot, that you had 
not seen as much gold as would make the head of 
a pin ? — A» I did so. 

Q. Would you recommend this lode to any 
friend? — A, No. 

Q. If I had built houses on the mountain for 
ofiiciers and men, with stores, amalgamation works, 
&c., do you think the mine would ever have paid 
for them ?— ^. No. 

Q. Now we come to San Pedro Nolasco — ^at 
what time of the year did you visit that mine ?— • 
A. About the 18th of December. 

Q. Allow me to alter the question-— at what season 
pf the year was it ?— ^. About midsummer. 

Q. Describe the situation of the lode and the 
climate. — A. It was on high mountains. 

Q. What did Tuckfield, the Corni3h miner, who 
accompanied us, say as to his living on this mine ? — 
A' He said he would rather stay four years in Bod-^ 
min* Gaol, and be hung afterward, than live there. 

Q. Do you think that any Europeans would h^ 
contented to live there ? — A. No. 

Q. Do you agree with Mr. . . , in consider- 

* His native yillage in Cornwall. 
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ing this mine ^< a brilliant establishment tot tUve^^ ? 
— i4. No, I dotft. 

Q. Now as to the ulver mbe Aconcagua^ ymi 
know that ?— -4. Yes. 

Q. Do you consider that mine worth aecepUng 
as a gift? — A* No, I would not have a hundred 
such things as a gift. 

Q. Now as to the Bronoe de Petorca gold mine ; 
what sort of road is it from Santiago to that gold 
mine ? — A. Very mountainous country— hills and 
dales. 

Q. Was not the lode filled up by an earthquake P 
-—-4. Yes, as they told me. We were not there 
to see it, but we were told so. 

Q. It was filled upP— wtf. Yes, the old mine. 
There was also another lode. 

Q. {By Mr. Heathfield.) What lode were they 
working P—-^. I think the south lode. 

Q. That had not been filled up by the earth-* 
quake P-^i4. No. 

Mr. Heathfield. — Supposing an earthquake had 
filled up one of them, that was not the one they 
are asking about. 

* Q. {By Capt. Head.) The great lode had been 
filled up — the little lode was open ? — A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Did I not take an exact inventory of the 
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Stores sold by Mr. • • • , to the Assodation ?— 
A. Yes. 

Q. Of what did they cofisist ?• — ^* Of miners* 
tools principally. 

Q. What do you thi&k was the value of thetn P 
*^A» Here in England we would hardly accept of 
them — ^in that country they might perhaps be de« 
sirable. 

Q» What do you think they were worth ? What 
was the value of them ? — A» I don^t know* 

Q. Would you recommend any friend of yours 
to build houses, or work this mine ?— n^. No. 

Q. What was the depth of the Aconcagua mine ? 
•i^A. The little mine was from fifteen to twenty 
fathoms, but I canH tell exactly* 

Q. In case we had worked mines in Chili ot the 
provinces, do you think native miners could have 
been obtained ?«^^. No, I should not think they 
could. 

Q. From what you saw of mining in the United 
Provinces, and firom what you were able to learn, 
would you recommend any friend to embark in it ? 
— b^.Not in any, from what I saw. 

Q» Do you think it would be possible to prevail 
on the peasants in these provinces to work them f-— 
A, I think it would be a very diiRcult things un-* 
less they were trained to it from childhood, 
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' Q. Do you think that even supposing the mines 
were to pay it would even be safe to transpoH 
treasure across the Pampas? — A. Not without 
being guarded. 

Q. Do you think that European miners could 
work during the hot season ? — j4. They would find 
great difficulty. 

Q. Taking all the observations you made in the 
provinces into consideration, do you think I acted 
for the interest of the Association in putting an end 
to the business ? — A. I do think you acted for their 
interest in doing so. 

Q. In society, or among your friends, is that 
the opinion you have given since you returned to 
England ? — A. To most people, I think, who 
ought to understand it best. 

Q. I ask you, whether in society, or among your 
friends, is that the opinion' which you have given, 
that I have acted for the interest of the Association^ 
or against it ? — A, I said that you acted for the in- 
terest of the Association in putting an end to it. 

Q. Is there any part of my conduct which you 
disapprove of? — A. No, not as to the interest ef 
the concern. I can only say you drove us too fast 
over the Pampas, for us. 

. Q. Do you think I made sufficient exertion for 
the Association ?— v/j, I should think.so. 
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Q, You know that during the passage to Eng- 
land I was occupied in writing a report of our pro 
ceedings : did I give you any idea of its contents ? 
— ^. No, 

Q. Did I ever, during the passage^ or before 
you were examined by the Directors, allow you 
to speak to me as to the mines you visited?— 
j4. No. 

Q. What reason did I give you for desiring you 
not to speak to me on the subject of the minei^ ? — A. 
I don't know any particulars, except that you 
wished to keep every one as distant as you could 
till we went home. 

Q. On your arrival did not the Directors desire 
you and Captain Tregoning yourselves to write a 
report on the mines ? — ji. Yes. 

Q. Did you not several times ask me to read it 
before you gave it in, — ^and if so, what answer did 
I give you ?— •^. You said no, you would see 
nothing of it : I thought it was rather stiff of you. 

Q. After your examination by the Directors I 
gave you nay report to them to read^ — ^is that it ? 
(Handing it) — A. Yes. 

Q. Do you consider it a correct statement of our 
proceedings ? — A. Yes, I thought so at the time, 
and it is generally considered so. 
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Q. Was there not a revolution at St. Juan when 
we were at Mendoza in August ? — A. Yes. 

Q. While we were in the country do you think 
that this province was in a fit state to authorize the 
building of houses, stores, &c. ? — A. I don't know 
how it was with the country-— I cannot give an 
opinion. 

Q. Would you trust your own money in any 
speculation in those provinces ?— -^. Not from what 
I have seen. I would not trust my money to work 
any mines I have seen. / 

Q. Would you trust your money in any specu- 
lation there ? — A, As far as my knowledge goes, I 
would not. 

Q. (B^ Arbitrator .J I want to know who Mr, 
Williams is — (to witness) — ^have you been employed 
in mines in Cornwall and in these mines ? — A. Yes, 
as captain, for twenty-five years. 

Q, Were you bred a miner ? — A. Yes. 

Q. How many years have you been in mines? 
«— il. From the /time I was fifteen years of age ; and 
pow I am forty-five. 

Q. You rose to be a captain ? — Yes, and I have 
been a mining captain for the last twenty-five years. 

Q. Who introduced you f — A. Mr. Williams. 

Q. Mr Williams the Director ? — A. No, it was 
his father. 
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Q. What salary had you f—^. I had 800{. a 
year. 

Q. How have you been settled with ? — I have 
been paid all except 1502. 

Q. You were out from home for twelve months ? 
A, Something short of a year and a quarter. 

Q. What was it you got altogether? — A. We 
had all that was to come except 1502. It is for a 
year and a half^ and a year was in advance — if we 
are to receive the whole money that is coming, we 
had it all but 1502. nearly two years and a quarter. 

Q. Was any satisfaction or dissatisfaction ex-s 
pressed of your conduct by the Directors ? — ji. I 
believe not any dissatisfaction. 

Q. Was there any positive satisfaction expressed ? 
— A. I believe it was satisfactory aafiEur as we know. 
I know nothing to the contrary. 

(Crosa-examined by Mr. Heathfield.J 

Q. What experience have you in sUver ore ?— 
A. No more than bdaig in di^ habit of working 

mines. 

Q. Silver or gold ? — A. Copper and tin. 

Q. No other ? — A. No other in Cornwall. 

Q. Did you visit the provinces of Catamarca or 

San Juan ? — A. No. 

Q. Salta?— il. No. 

i8 
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Q. Then you have no knowledge of the mines 
in those districts? — A. No. 

Q. How many days were you at Uspallata ? — 
A. We were there four days on the spot. 

Q. During those four days how were you em- 
ployed besides the investigation of the mines them- 
selves? — A, We were constantly digging on the 
different lodes. 

Q. Did you go about the country.^ — ji. We 
were there on other days — ^we were six days absent, 
and we were four days on the mines. 

Q. What support had you as to people.? — A. 
We had two miners and one miner on the spot : — 
no— -I think we had one miner of our own, and two 
on the spot. 

Q. What tools had you ? — A. The tools were a 
hammer and a boyer on the spot. 

Q. Had you any knowledge of the Spanish lan- 
guage?—^, No, very little. 

Q. How many days were you in Chili altogether? 
— u4. We were nearly a month there — just about 
a month— *bout twenty-four or twenty-five days 
I should think. 

Q. What part of that time were you employed 
in actual investigation of the mines ? Can you say 
what distance you travelled during that time in 
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Chili?— -4. Nb, I cannot say exactly— it was in 
different places. 

Q, Did you travel a hundred miles ? — A. Yes. 

Q. How far was San Pedro Nolasco? — A. It 
was thirty leagues — that is^ eighty and sixty, which 
make 140 miles. 

Q. You went to where?— -4. To Bronce de 
Petorca, about eighty miles. 

Q. And the "New Dis(»very,'^ did you go 
there?— -4. No. 

Q. To El Caren ?— ^. Yes. 

Q. Was that a separate journey ? — A. Yes. 

Q. (By Arbitrator.^ Were you twenty-five days 
altogether? — A. Yes. • 

Q. (By Mr. Heathfield.^ How many days at El 
Caren ? — A. Two days. 

Q. How many days at San Pedro Nolasco ? — 

A. Three days ; two days we were on the mine. 

Q. At Bronce, how long ?— ^. Two days. 

Q. At Aconcagua ?-^A. I dotft know exactly ; 
I dare say we were there four hours. 

Q. Do you recollect any other mine visited by 
you? — A. No. 

Q. What distance is Uspallata from Mendoza f^— 
A. It is thirty leagues. 

<?• Is it so much ?— ^. Yes. 
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Q. What would you caU it in miles ?•— .^. That 
would be ninety miles. 

Q. Areprovisionsof every description, stores for 
housekeeping, plentiful at Mendoza ? — A, Yes, Sir. 

0. Is it not a very rich and fertile country P— 
A, Yes, very much so. 

Q. Provisions are cheap ?—^. Not so very cheap 
-—meat is dear. 

Q. And bread — A. Bread is as dear as in 
England. 

Q. Did you buy anything in that way?— ^. 
No, we did not ; we paid so much for living. 

Q. It is an abundant country ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Wood is abundant? — A. No, there is the 
poplar and the peach tree ; but all the rest is for 
the use of the cattle. 

' Q. What is the Algarrobo tree? — A. It is a 
shrub. 

Q. Are there no other timber-trees but poplar 
abd peach ? — A* No otha«. 

Q. What is the hire of a mule for a week, to go 
from Mendoza to Uspallata?— ^. We gave a real 
per league, for horses. 

- Q. I speak of a mule for burdens.-— ii. I don*t 
remember it. 

Q. What would you call cheap? — A. It is not 
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deaf ; but in fact, it is plenty of money, iirhen you 
come to consider the country. 

Q. Is there much water-power in or about 
Mendoza ?— -^. Yes, there is water-power for ma- 
chinery. 

Q. Rather considerable ?—- ^. You can erect ma^ 
chinery there. 

Q. To a considerable extent f^^A* Yes* 

Q. That is towards UspallataP-^il. No^ at 
Mendoza ; it is on the other side. 

Q. You spoke of the revolution of St. Juati ; 
do you know any pa]*ticula]*s of that revolution? 
What do you mean by a revolution? Do you 
mean that the priests had gained the upper hand 
for a moment ? Have you any distinct idea about 
it?-^A. 1 cannot tell any thing about it. 

Q. How many lodes are there at Uspallata ?— 
A. About a score of lodes, such as they are. 

Q. Are they much worked f^^A. Some of them 
are^ and some not. 

Q. How many of those lodes did you examine f-*^ 
A. The whole of them two or three times. 

Q. Are there many pits in the lodes ?— *il. Yes, 
some. 

Q« You examined all the lodes ?-«-il* Yes. 

Q. And aU the pts f-^A. Yes, every one worth 
looking at. 
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Q. Some of them were covered with rubbish?-— 
A. Some of them are and some . not ; some . are 
filled up. 

Q. Did you examine those that were encumbered 
with rubbish? — A. Whatever we could see of the 
lodes. 

Q. What proportion did you examine of them? 
every other oi^e or every third one ?—^. We ex- 
amined as far as we could. 

Q. I want to know, whether if there were a 
hundred lodes, did you examine fifty ; or if there 
were fifty, did you examine twenty ? — ^. Every- 
thing we could examine that was worth examining. 

Q. Are you not always in the dark till you 
come to it ? You don't find these things glaring 
or glistening or jumping into your pockets? — A. 
As far as we could see any thing of a pit or lode, 
there we examined. What was covered and buried, 
of course, we could not see, as we never cleared 
away everything ; what we could. not see we could 
not examine. 

Q. Are you aware that the specimens taken from 
some of these lodes were all assayed ?-—il. Yes, 
Sir. 

Q. Are you aware of what these assays were? — 
. A. I have got it down, but I donH recollect. I 
had it given me, but I don't recollect. . 
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Q. You are aware that one of these specimens 
was assayed at eighty marks per caxon ? — A. Yes. 

Q. And that another was fifty marks? — 4. I 
don^t recollect the particulars, but I had the whole. 

Q. That assay was eighty marks, and another 
fifty marks? — A. I believe so. 

Q. Did you see the assay of Mr, Charon?— il. 

« 

I saw the report of his assay. 

Q. What do you consider a good return or assay 
in Cornwall of copper ore ? — A. That depends on 
the quantity we can get, and in what way. 

Q. But there is something like data? — A, 
We have got ore that will produce according to the 
work. 

Q. What do you think a good price for lead ?— > 
A. About 15^. or 16^. a ton for lead. If copper 
ore, we could get from 5L to 6/. or 11, per ton. 
That is a fair price. enough ; as for the average of 
the ore it would come to that. 

Q. Do you know what a mark is ? — A. About 
eight dollars. 

Q. How much is a caxon ? — J. It is made up 
to a price at so much per ton. At Mendoza it is 
fifty hundred weight— about two tons and a half. 

Q. Are you aware that eighty marks per caxon 
is upwards of 501. per ton ?— J, Yes, I believe so. 
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Q. Are you aware of that ? — A* Yes, I am not 
aware of it, but I dare say it is so. I have not 
made it up. • 

Q. Had you ever, before visiting this country, 
had opportunities of observing on ores of the de- 
scription you met with there?— J. Yes, in the 
neighbourhood where I am now, we had ores that 
were worked eight out of ten. 

Q. Ores of silver ?— -4. Yes. 

Q. Of the same substances? — ji. Yes, the 
black ore was very rich — ^from 50/. to 60/. a ton on 
the average. 

Q. These mines were all dry ? — J. Yes ; where 
do you mean ? 

Q. At Uspallata.— ^. All dry, except in one 
or two places. 

Q. And the ground was favourable for working ? 
— Jf. Very favourable. 

Q. Wanting little timber?— ^. Very little; we 
cound have bored the adit down to the present bot- 
tom levels. 

Q. Not from the ravine, or any way they had 
not been worked by the adit ? — ^. In one or two 
places by the level. 

Q. Would they have been worked for little or 
much expense ?-»^. The expense would be occa^ 
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sioned because it was io such a place ; it was quite 
out of the way of everything, and these people 
worked for sixpence or a shilling a day. It would 
have been a very great expense if we had gone on 
in a mining way. 

Q. Does it not depend on the water and the 
quantity of material in hand, the price of machi- 
nery, and the price of labour ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Those are leading points ? — Jl. Yes. It would 
be a very expensive place to work mines there. 

Q. In what particulars ? — A, In bringing every 
thing to the spot from fifty or sixty miles' distance. 
You must have purchased materials at Mendoza, 
and have brought them to Uspallata. 

Q. What parts of this country did you visit in 
the mines with ravines, and what parts had you 
visited in the neighbourhood of Uspallata ? — A, 
We visited all the way down from the mines to the 
valley of Uspallata. 

Q. Any other part? — A, No. . 

Q. Your attention was not directed to other 
parts ? — A. None but what I have mentioned.. 

Q. Would it not have been necessary to make a 
complete Report? — A. If there was any thing 
like a thing to encourage us by appearances, that 
would have answered, that would have been neces- 
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sarj. If encouraged by appearances, it would 
have been necessary to have done so^ to make an 
adequate and complete report. 

Q. What would you have done if encouraged 
by appearances ? — A. If so that there was any 
thing that was inducing to us in putting on the 
works. 

Q. What would have been necessary to have 
been done P— ^. To have cleared it up so as to 
have seen what was there. 

Q. {By Arbitrator.) I want to ask Captain 
Williams this question. Are you aware from your 
experience, of any mining-operations carried on 
where the distance between the mines and the works 
is a hundred miles — that is to say, where the ore is 
carried a hundred miles ?• — A. We are obliged to 
carry ore at Cornwall that distance by sea. 

Q. You are not aware of any land-carriage to 
that extent ? — A. No. 

Q. Do you think that Mendoza, under the cir- 
cumstances, could have admitted of the smelting 
the ore? — A. If the mines were good enough at 
Uspallata of course we would have had no ob- 
jection to go a hundred miles, if it had paid its 
way. If the mines of Uspallata had been suffi- 
ciently rich, the operation might have been per- 
formed. 
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Q. At eighty marks per caxon ? — ^how do you 
reconcile the report of eighty marks per caxon^ 
. which you say is a great return : does it alter your 
opinion of these mines ? — A. No, not at all. In 
Cornwall we find malleable copper in some places, 
and at others where it is not worth a shilling. 

Q. Notwithstanding that report of eighty marks 
per caxoUy which you say is a great return for 
that assay, you have not altered your opinion of 
those mines — A. No. 

Mr. James EvanSy called. 

(Examined by Capt. Head.) 

Q. You are assayer to the Association? — A. 
Yes. 

Q. You went out with the Falmouth party ? — 
A. Yes, I went from Falmouth in June last. 

Q. (By Arbitrator.) Did you receive from 
the Court of Directors any separate instructions 
for your own government, or did you receive 
orders from other persons ? — A. I was under the 
order of other persons. . 

Q. You remained at Buenos Aires ? — A. Yes, 
from June 1826, to February 1826. 

Q. (jBy Capt. Head.) During that time your 
thoughts were naturally turned to the main objects 
of the Association ? — A. Yes. 
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Q. Are you aware of the names of the mines 
I visited? — -^. Yes, you visited Uspallata, San 
Pedro Nolasco, and several others. 

Q. In your judgment do you consider that I 
acted for the interest of the Association, or against 
it ? — j^. Decidedly, I should say, for the interest of 
the Association. 

Q. Has that been your opinion ever since your 
return ? — Yes. 

Q. {By Arbitrator.) Upon what ground do you 
form your opinion ? — ^, From the general diffi- 
culty I was told existed in mining operations in 
America ; I don't know of my own knowledge as 
to those difficulties certainly. 

Q. Do you speak the Spanish language ?— --<4. 
No. 

Q. Do you know any thing about Salta or 
Catamarca ?— ^. No, I know nothing about them. 

Q. You never heard any thing about them? — 

\d. No. 

Mr. Heathjield. I have nothing to ask this 

witness. 

Mr. Joseph Rtcse called. 

(Examined by Capt. Head.) 
Q. You were appointed clerk to the Asso- 
ciation?-—^. Yes. 



Q. In London ? — A. Yes. 

Q. At my request ? — ^Yes. 

Arbitrator. {To Capt. Head.) Was he intro- 
duced to you in London f 

Capt. Head. He was recommended to me by 
my friends, as a person of confidence, whom it was 
proper to have about me. 

Arbitrator. When was he at Buenos Aires ? 

Capt. Head. He went out with me. 

Witness. It was on the 6th of July we arrived 
there. 

Q. And how many months did you remain there 
after my departure ? — A. Till the 6th of August. 

Capt. Head. I had sailed in January. 

Q. You enjoyed my confidence ? — A. Certainly. 

Q. You are aware I called several times on 
Mr. Rivadavia f — A. Yes, immediately upon his 
arrival. 

Q. How many times? — A. I cannot say; it 
was very soon after his arrival. 

Q. In confidential conversation which passed 
between ourselves, did you ever hear me say one 
word disrespectful of him ? — A. No, not one word. 
I believe you went to visit him at the packet. 

Q. Are you not aware that I went and called 
upon Mr. Rivadavia before my departure ? — A. 
Yes. 
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Q, Do you mean to say I showed respect to 
him ? — A. Yes. 

Q. In confidential conversation that passed 
between ourselves, did you ever hear me use any- 
thing disrespectful against him? — A. Not one word ; 
quite the contrary. 

Q. You heard me say something as to Mr. 
• •••••' r " ^^ • X es* 

Q, Was it not my opinion that Mr 

was more intent upon his own interests than for the 
interests of the Association ? — A, Yes, that was 
your opinion. 

Q. Did I not request you to call upon Mr. 
to ask for his accounts. ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Would he give them ? — A, No, he would not ; 
he said he should give those accounts to Messrs. 
..... but he refused to lebyou have them. 

• Q. When was that ?-^A, During our residence 
at Buenos Aires ; that would be in September. 

Q. Are you not aware that he offered to lend 
3000 dollars to the governor of San Juan ? — A* 
You mentioned it at the time. 

Capt. Head. — I have the correspondence. 
Q. Upon my departure I appointed you com- 
missioner pro tempore for the Association, to carry 
into effect the same views I had, and the views of 
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the Association?— -/*• Yes, your instructions and 

letter to me will show that. 

. Q. As to Mr. . . ... ., was he, or was he not, 

connected with any Mining Company in Buenos 

Ayres or Rio de la Plata? — A. Mr 

was not, but Mr was;. and I understood 

that Mr. ... held shares in another company. 

Arbitrator. — That was quite made out before, 
that Mr. . . • • h^. shares in another company. 

Q. Soon after my leaving Buenos Ayres, did you 
not, as commissioner, propose to call upon Mr. 
Rivadavia ?— .^. Yes. 

Q. Were you not at all times ready to receive 
any mines which he could have offered to the As- 
sociation? — A. Surely. 

Q. Did he offer any mines, or had you any op-^ 
portunity of getting any during that time .'' — A. No. 

Q. After my 'departure, was not a commissioner 
of the other association sent up to Uspallata ? — A* 
No, he did not go. 

. Q. There was a commissioner for the Uspallata 
Company? — A. Yes, Mr. . . . ; he went part of 
the way, and then returned. 

Q. (5y Arbitrator.) Was there an Uspallata 
Company established in London ? — A. I under- 
stood as far as this — that Mr told me he was 
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goings on the pert of the Uspallata Company, to 
examine the mines. 

Q» Do you know whether Mr. » • . • had anyin-* 
terest in that company, for which Mr. . . • was ap- 
pointed commiadoner ? — A, I had heard that he had. 

Q. Did Mr, .... go to Uspallata ?— .4. He set 
off to go. 

Q. He returned without going there? — A. Yes. 

Q. Why did he return ?— ^. I dorftknow. 

Q. You don't know whether it were through 
iacknesis, . or through his being recalled? — A.\ 

don^t know. Mr may be at home now, for 

Mr told me he would send him home 

by the same packet I came in. 

Q. {By Capt. Head.) Had any thing been done 
at the Famatina mines at your departure ?-*-;rf. I 
believe not ; I heard immediately before I came 
away that they were not trorked. 

Q. Did not Mr , who was engaged in 

these mines, tell you that he wished the business 
were all at an end, or all over ? — A^ There were 
miners and officei^ waiting to go to the mines at 
Famatina, and Mr. ..... told me he wished they 

were anywhere else, or that they had never come 
there ; in conversation he told me that. 

Q. From the information you were able to col« 
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lect iii that country, do you consider that I hdve 
acted for or against the interest of the Association, 
in putting an end to the business t — ^. 1 cei'tainly 
think you acted for the interest of the concern, the 
Association5 and Shareholders^ by doing what you 
did. If you had gone on, it would certainly, from 
the best information I hdvi^ got there, have been 
merely sinking more of the Shateholders' money, 
and that was, I believe, the opinion of tilariy well- 
informed persons in that country. I made a {loint 
of conversing with every one whom I thought abte 
to give me information, and that was the import of 
the conversation I had with them. 

Q. (^By Arbitrator.) Did Mr stat^ ftay 

reason why Mr. Rivstdavia would decline seeing 
you?— ^. No. 

Q. Did you form atiy idea yourself upon that 
point ? — A. No. 

Q. Had you reason to think that Mr. Rltadavia 
was irritated at the conduct of Captdn -Head r^— - 
A. No. 

Q. You were there after he T^ag installed ks tre- 
sident ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Do yoti suppose that it was owing f o Captain 
Head's havihg left the country, thit he decUnfed 
to act ? — ji. I can't say, 

X 
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Q. Did Mr. Rivadavia receive any information 
from you that you were deputed to act in Captain 
Head's absence ? — No answer. 
. Captain Head,—! made an official communica- 
tion to the minister, Mr. , and Mr. 

• . • , to inform them what I was going to do. I 
had the power to appoint commissioners in my 
stead ; I was empowered to delegate my authority, 
or substitute any one to act for me. 

Mr, Heathjield. — There was a full power to 
that effect. 

Witness. — It is so imprinted in my memory, that 
I can venture to say that that power is in the power 
of attorney to Caption Head. 

{Oross^xamined by Mr. Heathfield.) 

Q. Had Mr. Rivadavia afforded you any pro- 
mise to procure mines for you to work ; and if he 
had offered you any, had you any means to do so ? 
— -vj. On the part of the Association I should have 
accepted them. 

Q. Had you any means of working them for 
the Association if he had offered you mines ? — A. 
Not much. 

Q. Could you have had the means without send- 
ing to England for them ?—A, That I can hardly 
say. _ 
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Q. {By Arbitrator.) Had you the use of money 

without reference to this country ? — A. Certainly 

I had the commaiid of money. - 
Q. {By Mr. Heathfield.) What money had you 

the command of? — A. I canH say the particular 

sums, but every draft I drew upon Mr. . . . . . 

and Mr , for negociation, they would have 

ainswered. 

Q. To the amount of thousands ? — A, I believe 

so. I had the same command of money and the 

same means as Capt. Head. 

Q, Would you have presumed that the agents 
would have considered you in Captain Head^s 
place? — A. I considered that his power was com- 
pletely given to me in the situation in which he 
left me. ' ' 

Q. You had no command of miners ?• — A, I had 
no command of miners, but if it should have been 
necessary I could have got the natives of the coun- 
try as miners, at least I suppose so. {After some 
discussion 9 the witness added) — Allow me to state 
that I was not accepted iii that situation but in 
this way — ^by reference to respectable characters ; 

and being told at the same time by Mr , that 

it was not so much for the purpose that I was then 
going out for, as looking to the future, in case any 
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Uuag might occur fay which \\i& abject might be 
il^vanced. 

Q. (By Mr. HeathfiekL.) Are ypu aware that 
Mr. • . . . • • , was appointed agent to the Assooia- 
-tionP— ^. Ce^^tainly. 

Q. Ar^ ypu aware of what his salary was ? — ji. 
I dPO% repoUect. 

Q.' Yqu know he went out with the charge of 
tlds ^tabUshment ?'-r4- I I^bow that he took the 

mm out. 

Q. Are you aware of the ground on which Mr. 
• •«... ^ fxpr^s^ the ofunion ypu stated, that he 
had no d^ire to ^arry on these mines? — A. That 
i» iK)t the answer I gave to the qu^tipn. 

Q. Did Mr. .^ ^ who was engaged in 

mining concerns, tell you that he wished the 
bumness were all over — did he state the grounds 
iqppn which hp ^aa\e to that conclusion ? — A* No, 
ceiT^'nly — ^you could not expect it. 

Q. I askj as there might be a thousand reasona 
ior wishing to be disengaged from the concern 
othor than it might be a bad opinion of it, — A. 
Captam Head^s instructions were general to me 

Q. Did Capt. Head direct you to apply to the 
gpyernmjei^t fpr the grant of mines ? — A , Not par* 
ticula^ly« 
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Q. Had you any mineis at your command ?-— ^4. 
I had not miners at my command at the time cer- 
tainly, as the miners were gone to England or dis- 
missed. 

Mr^ Heathfield. — I wish to ask Captain Head a 
quesdon. 

Captain Frauds Bond Head — called. 
{Examined by Mr. Heathfield.) 

Q. At what time did you acquaint the Cpurt of 
Directors that you had advanced the salary of Mr 
Ruse from 300?. to BOOL ? — A. I decline answer- 
ing that question, as it has nothing to do with my 
case. 

Arbitrator, — (To Mr. Heathfield.) That is a 
question you can answer yourself. 

Capt. Head. — My answer is, that you may read 
the communication I made to the Court of Direc- 
tors upon the subject. 

Arbitrator.— 1 wish to know what is the in- 
ference to be drawn from it, and if it throws any 
imputation on Mr. Ruse's evidence. 

Mr. Heathfield. — ^No, not at all. If I must ex- 
plain that, it is a question that does arise upon a 
careful examination of the papers, whether Capt. 
Head did communicate, under these circumstances. 
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at a proper time, or if within siifBcient time; 
wheth^ he should have pressed these matters with 
the Court of Directors till he had oominunicated 
that augmentation of salary to Mr. Ruse. 

Arbitrator. — Is it meant to throw out any in- 
^uation^ that there was any connection existing 
between Capt. Head and Mr. Ruse, such as to 
throw any imputation on his evidence ? 

Mr. Heathfield. — Certainly not. 

[At one o'clock the Arbitrators adjourned 
the farther proceedings till Tuesday 
next, at 6 o'clock f. m.] 
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Besides the foregoing evidence, I produced the 
following letters I had received in reply to a circu- 
lar which I addressed to the three Cornish miners, 
and the surveyor who accompanied me to the 
mines, also to the gentlemen who had remained (in 
the service of the Association) at Buenos Aires with 
the Cornish miners, and who had been paid oiF 
with them *. The subject of the circular being to 
request them to state, for the information of Arbi- 
trators, their opinion — 1st. Whether I had acted 
for the interest of the Association, or against it, in 
putting an end to the business; and, ^ly, whether 
there was any part of my conduct which they dis- 
approved of. 



From, the three Cornish miners y (William Tuck- 
fields Stephen Symons^ and WiUiam Barrat^) 
to Captain Head. 

" SiE Redruth 19th Nov 1826 

*' Your Litter of the 16 Instant we have re- 

* The assayer who accompanied me to the mines^.and one in« 
dividual of the party at Buenos Aires^ have remained in South 
America. 
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** ceived. In answer thereto you know that we 
^^ attended with you at the different mines and we 
*^ are certain that not one of them would pay for 
" working if they were situated in this Contry 
'^ much less in South America — And we conceive 
<^ that you have Saved Thousands to the Company 
•* by not putting them to work— And it is our 
'< Opinion that no man could do more for the 
** Intrest of the Company than you did which we 
*^ are ready to testify on Oath if Required 

«< We are Sir yr Obid Servant 

^^ William Tuckfibld 
^' Stephen Symons 
*' William Baerat.** 



From Don Felipe Bauzay (late Surveyor to th^ 
Association f) to Captain Head. 

" 48, Union Street, Somers Town. 
« Sir, 

" I received your letter of the 4th Inst, with 
" the question, whether do I consider that, by dis- 
^^ missing the Establishment of Miners at Buenos 
^^ Aires, you did act for or against the Inte^rest of 



/Ube Br. p. M. Association; my opioion <m this 
^^ subject is, that you could npt act hotter for the 
<^ interest of the R« P. M. Asaodation, as I consider 
** that both the Mines of Uspallat^ md Sm Pedro 
*' Nolasco are not to be worked by Europeans on 
*^ account of th^ high d^yf^tion, besides that the 
^* Mines, of the Republic of Buenos Aires have 
*' never been productive, a * Situado*' having been 
** appointed for that Government in the time of 
^^ old Spain^s dominion. 

" I remain. Sir, 

*^ Your obedient Servant, 

** Pelipe Bauza.'' 



from #n /• Niohalls, (late Surgeon to the A^ 
sodation,^ to Captain Head. 

i 

" 9, Gloucester Place, Kentish Town. 
« Sir, 

*^ In answer to your letter requesting to know 
" my opinion concerning your conduct as Commis- 

* The '^ Situado" was an allowance which Spain granted to 
those portions of her South Americaa Colonies which weie un- 
aM^ (o pay for iheic own expeoces* 
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^* sioner and Inspector of the Rio Plata Mining 
** Association, I feel great pleasure in bemng 
*< testimony, as far as my judgment goes, to its 
^' judiciousness. 

" I am, Sir, 
" Your obedient humble Servant, 

" J. NiCHOLLS.'' 

" Nov. 18, 1826.^ 



From Mr. Ambrose Foote, (who had charge of the 
Cornish Miners i) to Captain Head. 

«' Hewton Cottage^ 11 Nov. 1826. 

" SlE, 

*• The two very important Interrogatories 
** which you request my attention to, I shall 
answer in a few words : with regard then to the 
first, I can only say that,, as far as I am capable 
of judging, your conduct as Commissioner and 
" Inspector was perfectly prudent. And there 
** can be no doubt that, as far as the Company were 
** concerned, your had their Interests at heart ; and 
" acted entirely up to the Tenour of your Instruc- 
" tions. As to the second — I feel perfectly satis- 
** fied with your conduct towards me, and have 
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^^ often heard both officers and men (of that Asso- 
^^ ciation), during our passage home from Buenos 
<' Aires speak in the highest terms of you, and I 
" am quite convinced " One and Ale," to make use 
** of the Cornish motto, feel perfectly satisfied 
with your proceedings. 

*^ I have the honour to be, Sir, 

*^ Your most obedient humble Servant, 

*' Ambrose Foote.^ 



ti 



STATEMENT. 



The following Memorandum Is necessdry to ex- 
plain the '* Authority '' upcfn which the Rio Plate 
Mining Association was fonned:"-^ 



Mem, — In the "Authority," 'dated Buenos 
Aires, 23d November, 18S3, and signed Bernardino 
Rivadavia, Mr. Rivadavia declares that he had 
authority from his government " to engage the 

** always active and efficient zeal of Messrs 

*^ . (two of the Directors), in order 

*^ that, on such terms as they may think proper, 
" they may treat for and carry into full effect 
" the formation of a Company, who, with the com- 
^* mand of a proportionate capital, may undertake 
" the working of the mines in the Provinces of the 
" River Plata,, at the discretionary choice of the 
" Company" 

Don Bernardino Rivadavia accompanied this 
especial "authority" with descriptions of the 
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mines which were cerfified.by his "chief clerk, 
Ignacio Nunez/' and which were afterwards 
printed with the Prospectus of the Rio Plata 
Mining Association. They gave a most brilliant 
account of tlie riches of the Provinces of La Plata^ 
and the following extract from. one of these Beports, 
certified by the " chief clerk, Ignacio Nufiez,*' and 
printed with the Prospectus of the Association, 
will show that the sweepings of the houses, and 
even the manure of the mules produced gold, and 
that that precious metal sprung up in the fields 
like weeds. 

*'We can afiirm, without hyperbole^ that the 
^' two first curacies, Rinconada and Santa-Catalina, 
" contain the greatest riches in the universe. I 
" am going to prove it by a single assertion which 
" is attested by thotisands of witnesses. In its 
" fields the gold springs up with the i*ain, as in 
*' others weeds : the great mass of this soil is com- 
" posed of earth — stone — ^water — ^and larger and 
" smaller grains of gold ; these last appear in ^ght 
" whefi the rain washes away the dust which covers 
** their surface. After a very heavy rain, a woman 
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*' Stepping fortli from her hut, a few yards from 
" her door, found a piece of gold weighing twenty 
" ounces ; another, when gathering wood, on pull" 
'^ ing up some grass, discovered amongst the roots 
" a grain of from three to four ounces. These 
^^ instanoeshappen so frequently in the rainy season, 
** that it would requirejmuch time to detail them. 
** The sweepings of the houses and sheds for 
^' mules are washed, and generally more or less 
*' gold is found in them,'** &c. &c. 

« 

In consequence of the above reports, p,nd of the 
especial "authority" which had been given by 
Mr. Rivadavia, who was himself in London with 
his chief clerk, Ignacio Nufiez, it was, I under- 
stand, agreed upon by the Directors that <£^30,000 
should eventually be paid for the good-will of the 
speculation, which, as stated in Mr. Rivadavia'^s 
** Authority,'' was grounded on an especial grant 
or " Authority " from the Government of Buenos 
Aires, in favour of two very highly-respected and 
well-known individuals ; however, at the very mo- 
ment that they, and other gentlemen, in virtue of 
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the said especial " Authority '' were^ forming an 
Association " for working G(Jd and Silver Mined 
" in the Provinces of the River Plate, at the dis- 
** cretionary choice of their Company,'* Mr. Riva- 
davia offers the mines to Barber Beaumont, Esq. ! 
and in a letter which he addressed to that <3rentle- 
man upon the subject^ dated Welbeck-Street, 17th 
November, 1824, he adds, ** However; I muist ob- 
'^ serve, that by news from Germany, I heaic that 
^* a Company is forming there fi>r the purpose of 
*^ exploring the mines ; there is also another form- 
** ing here^ and in my opinion the fefst who de*- 
" cides will have the greatest advantage*'* Mr; 
Barber Beaumont declined the speculation, but 
Mr. Rivadavia's letter to that gentleman, compared 
with his own *' authority," dated Buenos Aires, 
24th November, shews that on one side of Bie street 
the speculation was open to anybody, atid com- 
pletely on the pavfe, while on the other side 30,000/. 
were demanded for it : however, on the 4th De- 
cember, the Rio Plata Mining Association was 
bona fide formed ; and accordii% to the following 
extract of a statement delivered by Mr. Heathfidd 
to the Arbitrators, it will appear, that " Mr. Riva*. 

L 
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« davia being applied to by the Court, very oonde^ 
<< scendingly^ and in a manner which tended to 
^' establish the highest confidence in his independ- 
'^ ence of mind and attachment to the interests of 
^' the Association, accepted the office of President 
<< of the Board of Management, when formed,^ for 
which, by a Resolution of the Court of Directors 
communicated to him by Mr. Heathfield, he was 
informed that he was to receive ^^ an adequate* 
*^ appointm^dt" or salary. However, scarcely bad 
the Directors o[ the Bio Plata Mining Assodati(» 
turned their attenti(HX to the working of the Mines 
of Famatina, offered and described in Mr« Bivada- 
Tia's *^ authority*^ of the S4th November, in the 
following words, ^^ and far above them all standi 
<< the famous Mine of Famatina," when another 
^authority" from that Province was suddenly 
produced in London by Mr. Parish Bobertson^ 
and upon this new. << authority^ was ec^blished 
the 0]^position Company, known in Lcmdon by 
the name of the Famatina Company ; and accords 
ingly, the following official notice wa6 instantly 
stuck up at the Stock Exchange by Mr. Heathfield* 

* My Mklary Was 1200^. a year. Mr. Riyadavia'f would pro« 
bably be about the same. 






" Prqioincesi offti^ de fu pUUa Mining 4«»oci^'o?i." 

^^ LeadenhallStreety Sih June^ 18S5. 

** The Directors of the Provinces of Rio de la 
'^ Plata Mining Association having, learnt that the 
Prospectus of a plan for working the Mines of 
Famatina, under a privilege said to have been 
granted by the governor of Rioja, is in circu- 
^* lation, deem it right publicly to state, that the 
^< Mines at Famatina are comprehended in the 
** contract made between the Government of Buenos 
'^ Aires and the Directors of this Association, and 
•* that it is the determination of the Directors to 
^^ assert and maintain the claims and rights of the 
^< Association to work the same. 

** The Directors also deem it proper to state^ 
** that they have the highest authority for assert- 
^^ ing, that no official information has been received 
** in this country of the contract embracing the 
« privilege above mentioned, having received the 
" sanction of the Constituent Congress, assembled 
" at Buenos Aires, nor any, even the most distant, 
^* information to such effect. 

** B, Heathfield, Secretary,^'' 



» ■ ■ • 

Regardless of this notice, the governor of Rioxa 
persisted in his grant to the Famatina Company, 
refusing to give me a single mine in his province ; 
and on my application to the minister at Buenos 
Aires for the " authority" which was granted, by 
Don Bernardino Rivadavia to the Association, to. 
work the rest of *' the mines of the Provinces, at 
" the discretionary choice of the Company,'- the 
minister informed me that by a fresh " authority," 
dated Buenos Aif'es, January S4<th, 18S5, the old, 
" authority'' of the 23rd November, 1828, was in 
fact repealed. The minister therefore referred me 
to the several Provincial Governments, from not 

« ■ * 

one of which could I obtain the " discretionary 
*< choice of the mines'' granted by Mi*. Rivadayia's 
fiuthority, of 28rd November, 1823. 
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The following are a Report on the Mines of Uspal- 
lata, and Letters I addressed to the Directors from 
South America, upon the receipt of which they made 
a call upon the Shareholders for S^ per cent.^ stat- 
ing that ^^ considerable progress had been made in 
the prosecution of the object of the Association.?-^ 
Also the letters of Don Beroardino Rivadavia (as 
{^oduced against me by the Directors) requesting 
that I should be dismissed. 



" REPORT 

^^ On the principal Lodes of San Lorenzo, SaaPe- 
^^ dro, Ballejos, San Nicolas, situated in the pro- 
" vince of Mendoza, with some observations on 
" the Climate, Wood, Water, &c. &c., and a 
short description of the Valley of Uqiallata. 



a 



DESCRXFnON OF THE COUNTRY FROM MENDOZA TO 

THE MINES. 

^ These lodes are situated twenty-four leagues to 
the N.N.W. of the town of Mendoza. 

^^ On leaving M endoza, the road for two leagues 

/■ • 

*' passes through a country irrigated by cuts froai 
<< the Rio de Mendoza, and teeming with a luxuri- 
'< ance and an abundance which it is almost impos- 
*^ sible to describe. The richness of the crops, the 
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** rapid growth of the trees, and the general exu- 
•* berance of vegetation, aiihouhce the mildness of 
** the climate, and the ifertility of the soil, and the 
'^ extraordinary size and growth of a few European 
« trees which accident has planted, form a pleasing 

• 

^^ and promising index of what this country might 
<< stiUbeic^able of (Vitjidudiig; but as soon as the 

*'* lk)\indafy6f irrigation isp«u3sed,thisscene^ai^^. 

" The plain, which from Mehdoza extends fet 
** twelve leagues^ and through which the road to 
'^ Uspallata and Chili pai^s^, affords no sort of pas- 
<< hite. The ground is white with the muriate and hi- 
" trateof Soda; it produces nothing but four or five 
<' different sorts of low shrubs ; and in passing this 
^^ plain, the muleteers are obliged to carry water. 

" On approaching the Cordillera, the plain for 
<* about two leagues is irrigated by the snow-water 
<^ from the mountains^ and in summer it affords 
" good pasture, 

VILLA VICENCIA. 

'* The road then enters a deep ravine, and in 
" two or three leagues passes the post house of 
** Villa Vicencia (distant from Mendoza fifteen 
" leagues,) which, with one other, is the only habi- 
** tation between Mendoza and Uspallata. 



^^ Villa Vicencia oynsists of a mud-hut, resem- 
^^ Ukig those whidi are u^ual in this country ; it 
<< haa no window^ half a door, and voy little roof. 

^^ The road is generally broad, and the founda* 
^^ tkm 18 of small brdcen i^ones, like those of a 
'^ M^Adam road, but the large masses which are 
^^ constantly falling from the impending mountains 
^' will ever make it impracticable for canii^es. 

<< After ^ning the summit of the nsage of 
*^ mountains called thfe PatamillOi the groui^ oon« 
*^ tinues level for half a lei^e, and tben rapidly 
<* falls towards the valley of Uspallat^, which is 
<< distant frrai the summit of the Pasaolillo about 
^.tenkagues. 

THE, MINES OF SAN LOBENZO« 

*^ After descending ^Dur leagues, (when distant 
<^ trom Mendoza twenty-four, and from Uspallata 
^< six leagues,) the road passes through the mining 
** district of the Paramillo. Hie mines of San 
^' Lorcsizo and San* Pedro bemg 400 .yards' on the 
^ right or north of the road, and the mmes of 
^* Ballejos and San Nkolas about the same distance 
^ en the kft or sotcdi. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE MINES. 

<< The mining district of San Lorenzo consists 
^^ of seven and three (vide Sketch), say ten, paral- 
" lei lodes, distant from eadi other about thirty 
'^ yards. These lodes all run east and west ; seven 
^^ of them are 800 yards in length, two of them 
<^ fiOO yards, and the other 200 yards. 

*' Their dip or underlay is sometimes to the 

<^ north, and sometimes to the south; they have 

'< all been worked in the following manner, which 

^^ appears to be the general method of this country. 

'< The lodes have been opened or searched in 

<* their whole length (800 yards), to a depth of two 

" or three feet. Several points, or suyos, have 

" been given to individual miners, who, quite inde- 

*< pendent of eadx other, have worked holes from 

« 10 to SO, 80, ¥>, 50, 100, and 200 feet deep. 

" The dimensionB, 4W well asthe.dijfeotiQnof these 

" holes, seems to have depended upon the success 

>^ which the miner met with; and apparently 

' 'f searching for bis daily bread, he has sometimes 

"worked perpendicularly, and sometimes laterally, 

** varying his course, according to the richness or 

poverty of the lode. The ore which he obtained 



« 
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" was all brought to the mouth of the Suyo, or 
^^ Booca Mina, on the back of a labourer who 
" attended him, and where the shaft was cut per- 
^^ pendicular^ a notched pole was used as a ladder.. 
'* The lodes are from one to three, and in some 
** few places, five-feet in width, and the vein ap- 
^' pears to be from one to six inches broad. These 
" veins are composed principally of Pacos, contain- 
*' ing the muriate and sulphate of silver, with the 
^^ brown oxide of iron, and sometimes of galenas 
and negrillos, the matrix or gangue being gene- 
rally a mixture of quartz with schistqs or killasji 
The upper lodes of San Lorenzo are. all inter^ 
*^ sected at right angles by ravines, which run £rom 
*^ them to the level of the Chili road (vide Sketch), 
^^ and which form natural adits. 

LODES OF SAN PEDRO. 

^^ These lodes, after crossing a deep ravine, pass 
^[ into a hill called San Pedro, whidi, with San 
" Lorenzo, form one slope from the Paramillo to- 
" wards the valley of U9paUata. The seven lodes 
*^ of San Pedro have not been much worked, but 
<^ they are all to be traced on the surface, by that 
^^ decomposed mineral, of an iron ochre-colour, 
^' called, in Cornwall, gossan. 
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BALLGJ01S. 

** The lode of BaQejos is Siltukted on the SoutK 
<* of the Chili Road ; it runs £ast and West, and 
*< consequently is parallel to the lodes of San Lo- 
^* renzo and San Pedro> from which it is distant 
^ (by the f oad) about a mile and a half ; its dip or 
^ underlay is very little, as it is almost H perpen- 
<* diculat lode. This lode can be traced on the 
^* surface for upwards of a mile, but only five hun- 
** dred yards of It have been worked. 

*^ In this distance there are several small bocca 
** minas, with one of very large dimensions. This 
^* working was evidently the principal one m the 
** country; it was commenced about fifty years 
** ago by Don Ballejos, and was continued until 
** he and his workmen were buried at the point 
" A. by the rock falling in. It was worked in 
** the tt&antier wMdl has already been described, 
<* but to a depth of two hundred toad Sorty 
<^ feel^ fvom which the ore was extracted, as usual, 
^ on a labourer's back. The bottom of the 
^ Working is about the level of the valley, B., and 
** is without water. The vein, which conaists 

principally of pacos, on an average, is about 
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^ Ibiit Inches bt-oed^ the iimtri^ fichistbse, and the 
** rddk ft fi-eefjstbne. 

SAN NICOLAS. 

*' Ahbut five hundred yards tb the S(mth of 
<< Bftil^oB Are situated the l<)deB of San Nicolas, 
^* which also rim ISast and West for about three 
^ hundred yitf ds^ - ^hej have he^ worked to a 
<^ ciotasiderabla depth in faxites or suyos. The ores 
<^ are principally negrillos, and the yriAa is small 
^' and poor. 

'< Although th^ above is the general description 
^^ and composition of the ores> yet Uieir richness 
<^ or value cannot with accuracy be stated, because^ 
^ from the manner in which the lodes have been 
*' worked, a fair specimen of the ore cannot be 
^* obtained. Tlie vdns appear to have run through 
"^^ the lode in different directions, and whare they 
'^ have been worked out in bocoa minas^ it is im* 
*^ possible to fbrm any opinion of what they may 
^^ ori^ally have contained : — ^the lodes have gene- 
^* rally been worked until they becailbe Jxjor ; lOid 
** from th^ dimensions of the excavations which the 
^^ miner has made, it is evident that his success has 
** been very different in different places.* 

* Hnmboldt states (page ]60> vol. ui.)> ** It appears that at 
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**In two of thebooca minas at San Lor^ozcs 
<^ there are three or four feet of water, but all tke 
" rest are dry. 

<' In the vicinity of the iilK»^e-de6eribed mines, 
" there are two butu with roofs^ also the rains, of 
^< Bevetal lioufies^whic^ iwere featltcwith, loose $tdnes{ 
^^andin the valleys, many of the'.smaU. reyerbe- 
^* ratory furnaces, which hare been used.fo^ smeh- 
*'ing the ores..:. . , 

CLIMATE. •*. / - ' 

" The climate of the country in which the mineS 
" are situated, is what would naturally ,be expected 
"from its latitude and elevati<m. The former 
^^ places it under a hot sun ; the latter imparts to it 
** a considerable portion of cold. In winter, the 
** days are extremely hot, and the nights excessively 
*.^ cold* ; and as the atmosphere is both dry and 
** rariiied, there is no refraction ; and th«pefore, the 

" the period of the formatioji of veins in every climate, the 
" distribution of silver has been very unequal ; sometimes con- 
** centrated in one point, and at other times disseminated in the 
" gangue ; &ud hence we may conceive why the richest parts 
*' of a vein are found separated from one another by portions of , 
gaogue, almost altogether destitute of metal." 
* *' During our residence at the min«s, we found it hotter in 
the day thep i( ^ in the summer in Ergland; while at night 
*' the water constantly froze hard by our sides, as we lay crowded 
'* together in a small but. 
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^'li^t and heat of day cease, the instant the sun is 
** below the horizon. 

" Ther^ is one peciilfarity in the climate/ 
" which is, that it never rains- Without attempt- 
" ing to ekplaih the cause of this phenonaenon," 
** the following are the facts on which the state- 
" ment is fouiided. - « ' ' '^ '^ ^ ' 

1st. '^^hehoUises'at the mine Sail Rc^io, and 
'^ at many others, are built exactly acrpss the 

ravine, in such a maniier, that if water was ever 

to come down the' ravine, it must nec^sarily 
^^ pass through tde houses, or over them. 

^nd. ^' One of the lodes of San Lorenzo runs 
** up the bottom of a ravine, and the suyos, or 
*' bocca minas, which are formed in it, are literally 
" in the natural drain of the ravine. These 
** suyos are. dry, and have no appearance of 
" having contained water. 

3rd. " At the principal bocca mina of Santa 
" Gertrude, three small ravines run together, and 
** form a narrow funnel, at the foot of which is a 
*^ small plane, on which, twenty years ago, the ores 
" were sorted. The sand on this plane Iiears no 
*' marks of water. 
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4tb, ^^ The great range of the Piur^imllp, u 
'* which the mines are situatedj is oopipofied of » 
*^ aeries of mountains or hills. The surfim;e of 
'' these rocks has, in the litpse of timej become do- 
^* composed by the atmoephere ; but the deoompo- 
*^ sition (from the absence of rain) remains on the 
*< steep surface of the rock, and m degc^ding 
<< these hills, it rolls down und^r the foot Iik^ the 
** loose cinders of ^tna and Vesuvius, 

5th, *^ The min^ whp i^ liying on San X^o* 
^^ r^so 8»ys, that he has been th«re two years, 
** during which time it has not rained oms^* 

WOOD. 

*^ In the vallies and plains of the Paramillo, 
<^ and in the neighbourhood of the mines, are scat- 
*^ tered a number of small loose shrubs. 

^* They are of so resinous a nature, that no animal 
** will eat them. Their average height is that of 
^* a current bush, but they are in some places six 
^' feet high; while in others not larger than a plant 
" of heather. 

** In exposed situations they grgw along the 
^* groundi and the wood is always gnarled and 
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<* crooked. The country produces no other sort 
** of wood* wd the whole of thgt with which the 
^ huts 9t YiUa Viceucia, at the mines, and at Us- 
*^ poUata, have been built, was brought from Men- 
♦* do^a ♦. 

WATER. 

^^ In the ndghbourhood of the mines, th^:e are 
^< three places in whidi there is water* The 
" first of these, C. (see Sketch) is a well, in 
^< whidbi there is a ^mall supply. The second is a 
^< small spring, D., whidi trickles for forty or fifty 
<^ yards down the valley; and the third, £,, is a 
^^ similar one, on the road to Uspallata, about a 
^^ mile from the mines. 

** From these three sources water might be 
'< collected at present, sufficient for the wants and 
^* common luxuries of about thirty men, and for a 
** few horses or mules. 

PASTURE. 

** At this time of year (the spring) there is no 

* ** We tiavelled from MendoEa to Villa Vicencia with the 
** postmaster of the latter place. He had been to Mendoza to 
*' purchase six mule loads of reeds^ in order to thatch his 
" lipuse." 
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pasture in the neighbourhood of the mines*. 
'* The country, as before stated, is covered irith 
** a thick stratum of decomposed rock, but, from 
** want of water, it is (excepting the shrubs naen* 
^^ tioned) as lifeless and barren as the shingle of 
^* the sea-beach ; and it was particularly observed, 
** that, even under the shelter of the shrubs, there 
^' was not the slightest appearance of herbage or 
" vegetation of any sort. 

Clayj Limes and Slate. — '^ Within a shtnrt dis- 
'^ tance of the mines there is fire-clay for fur- 
** naces; there is also carbonate of lime, and a 
** coarse slate. 

VALLEY OF USPALLATA. 

<' This valley is thirty leagues distant from Men- 
" doza, and from- two to three miles broad. It is 
*^ bounded on the East, South, and West, by 
** mountains. 

Extent, — " It extends from the Rio de Men- 
'^ doza towards the North, and then winding 
" through the provinces of Mendoza and San 

* " Oar males, while we were inspecting the mines, had the 
" whole country to range over. They could^ however, scarcely 
** carry as to Uspallata, and the muleteer told us that there was 
" literally nothing for them to eat; and in consequence of this, 
' they became so weak, that we were obliged to send to Villa 
*' Vicencia for horses, to get back to Mendoza.'* 
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^^ Juan, it is traced as far as Peru, and it was 
'^ formerly a road known to the Incas. 

Water. — ** There is no river running through 
** this valley, but in the neighbourhood of Uspal- 
** lata, which consists of ^three houses, three fine 
<^ streams of water come from the mountains on 
^^ the West, and fall into the Rio de Mendoza. 

Pasture.-^^^ Where these streams irrigate the 
^^ land, there is pasture, but from want of in- 
^* dustry, this is confined to a very small space, 
<' and the whole of the rest of the valley affords 
^^ no food for mules, except some few shrubs of 
<< the Sampa, which they will eat when much 

pressed by hunger. 

Shrubs. — *^ In the valley are scattered other 

shrubs, but they are so small that one gallops 
^^ through them without inconvenience. . 

<^ The person who has charge of the mill at 
<' Uspallata, and who is agent for the proprietors 
*^ who have lately purchased that property, says, 
** that four leagues S.W. from Uspallata, and 
*< among the hills, there is pasture which now 
^ supports four hundred head of cattle, and two 
** hundred sheep." 

M 
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REFLECTIONS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE 

ABOVE REPORT. 

** It appears from the above statement — 

** 1st. That the mines described, as far as they 
*' are known, are not particularly rich*. 

^*2nd. That there is no water for steam or 
** water machinery, or for washing the ores. 

** 8rd. That there is no wood for houses or for 
^ machinoy. 

** 4th. That there is no sustenance for cattle to 
** work machinery. 

** But it should also be observed — 

** 1st, That these mines, even in the rude way 
** in which they have been worked, have evidently 
*^ paid, 

" 2nd. That in working them, there would be 
** little apprehension of being much incommoded 
** by water. 

* The veins of the mines are emails and Kamboldt ftates, 
" It is not, as has been too long believed, from the intrinsic 
riches of the ores, but lather from the great abundance 
inivhich they are found in the bowels of the earthy and the 
facility with which they can be worked," that the relative 
value of mines consists. 
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'< 3rd. That from the nature of the rock, little 
'* wood work would be required. 

*^ 4th. That the price of mule labour is 8q 
^^ cheap in the country, that provisions, forage, 
^^ wood, &c., could be obtained from Mendoza at 
" the rate of one dollar per mule load of SOOlbs. 

^^ In consequence of the above considerations, it 
<^ is respectfully suggested, that, from the want of a 
*^ suiScient quantity of wood, pasture, and water, 
" it would be impossible to work these mines to 
^ advantage by machinery : and as they therefore 
^^ could not support the expense of an English 
^^ establishment, it would be imprudent to con- 
** struct houses there, either for English officers 
<< or English miners ; but that with a Chili esta- 
blishment, the cheapness of labour would in 
some measure compensate for the want c^ machi- 
<* nery, and that by lodging and feeding the miners 
^^ in the manner only to which they have been 
*^ accustomed^ by a constant and scruptdotts re- 
^* gard to economy, and by a judicious direction 
<^ of their labour, a liberal return from these mines 
<^ might with some coniBdence be expected. 

« F. B. Head; 

M 2 
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** P. S. I annex to this Report, — 

*^ A. A. Mining Report from Messrs, Tregoning 
and Williams. 

'* B. A Description and Assay of the Lodes> by 
*^ the assayer, Mr.. Charon. 

** C. A Reply by Don .... to certain questions 
^* put to him by me, for the information of the 
'< Directors of the Rio de la Plata Mining Asso- 
" ciation. 

** Memorandum on the Claim of the Com/pany at 
** Buenos Aires to the Lodes of San Lorenzo. • 
'< The miner who lives on San Lorenzo says, he 
«* is authorised to occupy for the Company of 
" Buenos Aires, the seven lodes ; but the Gover- 
'^ nor and Juez de Minas at Mendoza deny this 
V' right of claim, and declare that one of the lodes 
<* only belongs to the said Company. That part of 
** the valley of Uspallata which is irrigated belongs 
« to the said Company. F. B. H." 
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INCLOSURE A. 

" Report of Messrs, Tregoning and Williams. 

" Mendoza, 3d Sept 1826. 

" The mines of San Lorenzo, situated twenty- 
'^ three leagues to the north-west of this city, in the 
** Chili road, contain upwards of twenty lodes and 
" branches, from one to three feet wide, and have 
^* been worked from time to time from two to ten 
*^ fathoms deep, and in two or three places upwards 
** of forty fathoms deep, and from thirty to two 
<^ hundred and fifty fathoms in length, three or 
*^ four places down to the water, but that very 
" little. 

^< All these lodes, generally speaking, have much 
" the same appearance, viz.y a coarse brown, irony 
^' gossin, or negrillos, intermixed with lead and 
** silver, running nearly east and west. 

** The walls on some of these lodes are of a blu6 
^< sandy rock, and on others more white, some 
<< places soft, with strata of elvain. 

<^ To judge from the holes that are open, and 
<^ the work that has been done, on many of these 
<^ lodes, they had much the same success, and as 
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the principal workings were all dry, not deep, 
** and ground very easy to work, and from what 
<< can be seen of the lodes, it appears it was worked 
" very poor. 

<< Adits may be had at the present deepest work- 
•* ings, but very little under. We need not com- 
<< ment on the locality of the situation^ as you are 
** well acquainted with it. 

(Signed) '< J08h« TEsaONiKG. 

" Jno. Williams." 
** To Captain Head:* 



INCLOSURE B. 

" Rapport de VEtat des Mines et Caracteres 
physiqties des Mirier ais. 

** No. l.Mine de Bailejos, ttois especes d^argent, a 
^^ r^tat d'argent muriate commun, d'arg^at muriate 
^' terreux, 6t d^'argent blaiio ; une seule vdine, dont la 
^^largeur varie djspuis 8jusqu^4 Spouoes, gangue 
<*d^argile ferrugineuse et d'drgent noir.** 

<< Argent muriat^f sur IjOOO-d-"^ marcs> par 
"Caxon," 
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No. 2. " Mine de St JVicolas^ Esp^e, mixte, 
argent noir mele d'un peu d''argent muriate, dans 
une largeur de deux pieds plusieurs branches 

** croisfes en divers sens dont la largeur varie depuis 

" 1 pouce jusqu'k 3. 

"Argent noir, sur 1,000-^ — 8 marcs, par 

Caxon/' 

No. 3, ^^ Mines de St. Lorenzo, une espece ar<« 
" gent noir une.veine d'environ 1 pied et -g conb- 
^^poste de plusieurs branches souvent entrecoupee 
" d'une gangue argilleuse. 

"Argent noir, sur 1,000-1 — 10 marcs, par 
Caxon.'' 

No. 4». Argent rouge sombre — ^accompagn^ de 
**plomb sulphur6, une veine del8 pouces com- 
^^posee de plusieurs branches dont une particu- 
^^ lierement riche de 3 4 5 pouces occupe le centre. 

** Argent rouge sombre, sur 1000-2—20 marcs 
*^ par Caxon." 

No. S. ** Argent noir accompagn6 d*un peu d'ar- 
"gent muriate engag6 dans une gangue de fer 
** oxid6 brun k laquelle il adhere fortement— veine 
" d'^environ 6 pouces. 



1 
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** Argent noir, sur 1,000 quantite presquc im- 
** ponderable.'^ 

No. 6. ^< Argent blanc associd de plomb eclatant 
^* vitreux une veine de 3 jt 6 pouces de large ac- 
*^ compagn^ de rameaux qui quittent et rejoignent 
** la mere branche aprds quelques sinuosit^s, k une 
** profondeur moins considerable le filon est partag^ 
^'en trois branches dont la largeur est d*environ 
** 1 pouce gangue schisteuse. 

** Argent vitreux sur 1000-6 — ^50 marcs par 
« Caxon." 

<< Un des Essayeurs de la Compagnie, 

M. Charok. 

a Mendoxa le 10 Septemhre^ 1826. 

* Mr. Charon's assays denote the valae, not of the lodet 
of Uspallata, but of the veins ; and of these veins^ the richest 
part we could get. The two mining Captains (see their evi- 
dence) were very properly dissatis6ed with this irregular mode 
of taking the assay ; and they proposed ^ that the produce of the 
veins should be mixed up with the produce of the rest of the 
lode (which was worthless)^ and that the assay should be taken 
from a fair sample of the whole : however, being anxious to 
give as fiivoorable a report as possible, I requested Mr. Chafon 
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to take his specimens from the veins, and to state the same in 
his report. 

The following extract from Humboldt's New Spain-^ vol. iii. 
p. 164; compared with the statemen of Mr. Charon, will briefly 
show the relative valae between the Mexican lode of Gua- 
naxuato, which is upwards of one hundred feet wide, and the 
lodes of Uspallata, which are from one to three feet wide ; (the 
vein, or part which contains the silver^ being only from one to 
six inches.) 

"At Guanaxuato, the mine of the Count de la Valenciana 
" produced, between the 1st of January, 1787, and the Uth oC 
'^June, 1791, the sum of 1,787,052 marcs of silver. At this 
'' period (1791,) when the mine was in its most flourishing 
" condition^ in the total mass of ores there^ were,— 

Marcs. 

•^jj^ of rich ores, containing 1119 par Cazon. (a) 

98 ARQ 

lOOV • . • • • ^OW 
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• *A .... 18f" 

From the above comparison, is it not natural to reflect, that 
as the English companies, assisted by the superior intelligence, 
population, mining resources, &c. of Mexico, have not yet, in 
practice, been able to get a profit from the wide, rich, and 
well-known lode of Guanaxuato ; an attempt to colonise the 
desert mountains of Uspallata, to support the enormous expense 
of an English establishment, and to encounter the difficulties, 
physical, moral, and political, which must necessarily exist, in 
a country so nearly uninhabited, would have ended in disappoint- 
ment and ruin ? 

(a) The marc weight ounces; the Caxon fifty quintals of 
lOOlbs* each. 
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INCLOSURE C • 

<' Captain Head requests Don • .... to give him 

* In order to explain this document, it is necessary to state, 
that the Reports forwarded from Buenos Aires, certified by the 
" Chief CledE, Ignacio Nunez/' and printed with the Prospectus 
of the Associatioit, were so different from the mines and country 
described in them, that I conceived it necessary, before I left 
Mendoza, to call upon the principal individual who had written 
these reports. 

The above replies to my questions, which he made and signed 
in presence of the surveyor of the Association, Mr. Banza, may 
be compared with the following extracts from the said printed 
Reports^ the last (No. 8.) is an extract of the Report, which was 
written by this gentletnan himself. 

Extracts of Reports printed in the Prospectus^ concerning the 

Mines of VspaUata. 

(No. 1.) Mx says, " The men should be lodged com- 
fortably ; and it will be well to assign ^to each of them a small 
piece of ground, to attach them to their homes, and give them 
an interest in the prosperity of the colony." 

(No. 2.) Eton , speaking of the mountains, says, ^' all of 

them aie covered on their declivities and table-lands with pas- 
ture, wood, water, and every requisite for industrial pursuits, 
including the grazing and arable farms already established. 

" In fine, I can assure you that the whole of this well-wooded 
chain of mountains is unexplored," &c. 

(No. 8.) Don says, " The locality of the ground, and 

the plains for keeping and breeding horses, are about eigh^ 
leagues in extent, the pasture excellent, as, according to my own 
experience, the cattle fatten very quickly/' &c. 



Of USPALLATA. Vfl 

^^ an answer to the following questions^ for the infor- 
*^ mation of the Du*ectors of the Rio de la Plata 
** Mining Association : — 

*^ 1st. In the valley of Uspallata is there pas- 
" ture or not ? 

" Answei\ — There is none ; but fifteen miles on 
'' the other side of the hills there is sufficient, on 
** spots called Cerro Negro and Chacais. 

^^ Sd. At the mines is there water for machinery P 
*' ^n^U7^.— None, but to drink. 

^^ 3d. In the neighbourhood of the mines how 
" many places for water are there? 

^* ^;wM>^.'^Three; one of them runs for eighty 
^' yards^ the other runs thirty yardsi and the last is 
^^ a well, besides one which is distant. 

^^ 4th. On the mountains near the mines, is there 
*^ any pasture ? 
" Answer. — None. 

**6th. Is thereany wood for machinery or houses, 
** nearer than Mendoza ? 

" Answer. — No, only at Mendoza, where there 
^ Ms all that is required for all piuposes. 
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** 6th. How much water can be obtained in the 
** twenty-four hours ? 

<* jinswer. — One hundred quintals, each quintal 
^' one hundred pounds, 

" 7th. When you worked these mines, how many 
*' men did you employ ? 

" Answer. — Four miners, four labourers, and 
** an overseer. 

" 8th. To the best of your knowledge, what is 
" the greatest number of people who have worked 
*< in these mines ? 

" Answer. — Twenty men, at the time of the 
** Compafiia Fatriotica, in the year 1810, but they 

*' scarcely worked a year. 

(Signed) ...... 
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INCLOSURE D. 

(Copy.)— CajD/am Head to the Minister Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs. 

" Buenos Airesy Sept. 20, 1826. 

« SlE, 

*' I beg leave to inform your Excellency 
" that, after having pursued the course pointed out 
" to me by your Excellency, in order to obtain 
** mines for the operations and expectations of the 
*^ Rio Plata Mining Association, I have returned 
** here without success. 

" I have now to state to your Excellency, that 
*^ the provinces of Rioxa, San Luis, Catamarca, 
Cordova, and Salta, have granted to individuals 
and to societies exclusive privileges of working 
those mines, the description of which was for- 
" warded by this government to England, and 

** upon which the Rio Plata Mining Association 

• 

^' was formed ; and that also, from other circum« 
•* stances which are known to your Excellency, I 
*' am altogether unable to employ, in any province, 
" the officers, miners, machinery, or capital which 
*' the Directors of the Rio Plata Mining Associi^* 
* ^ tion have forwarded to this country. 
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*' I will not again revert to the Official Decree^ 
<' dated Buenos Aires, S4th Nov. 182S, which au- 
'< thorised the formation of the Association, or to 
'* the rights which in consequence it expects, because 
** they have aheady been the subject of communi- 
^' cations to yoiur Excellency from the Managing 
<< Directors and from myself, and because they 
*^ must be perfectly evident to your Excellency ; 
** but I feel it a duty which I owe to the in^ 
** tprests of the Association, to request that your 
** Excellency will be pleased to inform me, whe- 
** ther you have taken any steps for securing to 
<^ the Bio Plata Mining Association . the rights 
<^ and privileges granted to it therein, in order 
<^ that, if they are to be denied to the Associ- 
" ation, I may, without loss of time, dismiss the 
«* very expensive establishment which yoiur Excel- 
^^ lency is aware has been in this city, without em* 
" ployment, since the 21 st of June. 
" I have the honour to be, 

" With every sentiment of respect^ 
" Your Excellency's 

^^ Most obedient humble servant, 

F. B. Hbad." 
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INCLOSURE E. 

(Translation.)—" The Minister Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs to Captain Head. 

'' Buenos Aires^ 9Gth Sept. 1826, 
^^ The undersigned Minister, replying to the 
" note addressed to him by Mr. Head, the inspect 
" tor and commissioner of the Rio de la Plata 
" Mining Association, under date 20th inst., has 
*^ to inform him, that aU the influence exerted by 
'^ the Government with the respective provinces, 
" with a view to ratifying the contract made in 
'^ London for working the mines, has not produced 
^^ a satisfactory eflFect, excepting on the part of the 
^^ provinces of San Juan* and Mendoza. With 
respect to the others, the undersigned Minister 
regrets to announce to Mr. Head that, according 
to the information he possesses, they will not ac- 
^^ cede to it so speedily, although he has made a 
*^ new application to the government of Rioxa-f-, by 

* San Juan was in a state of revolution. The mines of Men- 
doza were altogether different from the reports which had been 
published^ and were totally incapable of supporting the expense 
of the establishment which had been proposed for them. 

fThis application was refused by the Governor of Rioxa^ 
and the refusal was forwarded to the Oixectors with the above 
letter of the Minister. 
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*' a person expressly appointed for overcoming the 
'^ difficulties which do and may impede the sanction 
^* of the contract. 

" Under these circumstances, Mr. Head may 
^* take such resolution as he thinks conformable to 
'^ the interests of the Company he represents. 

*' The undersigned Minister salutes Mr. Head 
'^ with the assurance of his particular esteem. 

(Signed) *< Manuel J. Gaecia.'* 



From Captain Head to the Managing Directors 

of the Association, 

" Provinces of Rio de la Plata Mining Asspdaiion. . 

" Btienos Aires^ Sept. 29, 1826. 
** Gentlemen, 

" In my letter to you, dated Mendoza, Aug. 
" 26, 1 informed you that the ..... ^ . .'Don 

" Don and several 

^^ others, had informed me that it would be impos- 
" sible for us to inspect the mines at Uspallata un- 
** til the middle of next month, as they were deeply 
** covered with snow. They stroiigly urged me 
** to send to Buenos Aires for our miners, but I 
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<^ positively declined doing this until I had seen 
^^ the mines ; and although I was generally advised 
^< not to attempt it, I set out for Uspallata the 
^^ following day, (27th Aug.) accompanied by 
" Messrs. Tregoning, Williams^ Bauza, and Cha- 
'* ron, with one miner, and on our arrival at the 
^* mines we were much surprised to find that there 
^^ was no appearance of snow, and that there had 
^^ been none for two months. 

<< We were at the mines and at Uspallata sit 
^* days, during which time we employed ourselves 
*^ in making, to the best of our ability, all the ne- 
^^ cessary observations, and I now inclose to you 
'* the reports of Messrs. Tregoning, Williams, and 
** Charon, with my own observations. 

^^ There are, I am aware, many points on which 
" we have not given you the requisite information ; 
*^ but it is impossible to convey to you an idea of 
^< the general ignorance which exists at Mendoza 
<< on the subject ; and finding also that there were 
^^ many who would purposely mislead us, I thought 
^< it safest to attempt nothing beyond a plain 
^^ and faithful relation of what we ourselves wit- 
** nessed. 

^^ The appearance of the country which I have 
^^ attempted to describe will of course vary with 

N 
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^ the different aeasons of the year ; but cm tfai« sob- 
** ject jou will youraelTes form more accurate oon** 
<< duaoua than any I could suggeak. 

'^ On my return to Mendoea* I went imme-^ 

« diatdy to Don , who had framed 

^* one of the reports wluch are printed in the pro- 
<< apectut of the Association, and I requested htm 
** to answer me^ in writing, certain questions for thd 
*^ information of the Directors, which I have an- 
** nexed to my report. 

^* For the reasons whidi I have submitted to you 
<^ in this report, I considered that the mines df 
" UspaUata were unable to support the expense of 
<c the English establishment whidi has been {nkh- 
'^ posed for them ; but that an establiahment of 
^* Chili miners, &o., such as I have described, 
'^ mi^t work these mines to advantage. I did not 
*< however think it consistent or adviflable to com* 
^< m^ce building houses, &c. for tUsfcmgn esta« 
*< blishment, until the original project and rights of 
** the Assodatkm had somewhere a foundation ; and 
^< I therefiire frankly ccnnmunicated these senti- 
<« ments to* his Excdlency the Glovemor of Men-* 
** doza, who replied that he would wait for my 
^ return to JMendosa. 

« Anxious to commumcate with the govemttlent 



* * 






'^ of Buenos Aires, as also to write to you by the 
'* packet, which I knew was to sail for England 
<< in a week, I left Messrs. Tregoning, WilliamSf 
** &c* at Mendoaa^ with some necessary instruotionsy 
** and I rode here in seven days; but unfortu** 
<< natdyi having been detained in the province of 
** Santa Fe many hours by an accident, I arrived 
'^here just as the packet had sailed. In a 
<< lettcar which I addressed to Mr* Oarciai C^ copy 
of which, with his Excellency's reply^ I indose,) 
I explmned to his Excellency that the Associa* 
*^ tion had no employmmt for its servants or it» 
*' capital; and I urged as a last argument, that if 
<< the^rights of the Association were denied, there 
^^ would be nothing left but to dismiss the esta^ 
<< blishm^t. 
<* In an interview which X had previously had 
with his Excellency, I explained to him our situa* 
tion, and I begged him to aiFord us assistance % 
but it is my painful duty ta inform you that the 
rights of the Association are positively deiued^ 
<^ and that it is out of my power to obtain them) 
*^ The base of the Associaticm has not been passed 
*< into a law»nor has al>y hope been held out to me 
<< that it would. The provinces of Bioxa, Tucu- 

'^ muni Cordova* Cirtiuiian»> imd SnuliUis have sold 

n2 



ii 



180 STATBMBNT. 



cc 



the exclusive piiTilege of their mines; and al- 
*^ though most of the mines of Mendoza and 
« San Juan are offered to us, yet it is my duty to 
<* inform you, that, from political disturbances, I 
^^ am unable at present to &ater the latter provinoe ; 
<< and that when I asked Mr. Garcia, if his govern- 
** moit would insure to the Association that the 
** intermediate provinces of Cordova, San Luis, 
** and Santa Fi should not levy an imposition on 
** the proporty of the Assodation, when going to, 
<< or returning from Mendoza or San Juan, his^ 
** Excellency replied, that he could not insure 

*« it. 

<< I have now followed the course which I pro- 
'< posed to you in my first letter from this place. 
*' I have done my utmost to obtain for the Associ- 
<< ation, in letter or in spirit, the rights and privi- 
<' leges which were gnmted to it by a solemn 
'f decree of this Grovemment, supported by the 
** avowed approbaticm of the Mining ^Provinces, 
<^ and although I have not met with the success 
<^ which I was entitled to expect, it is at least with 
*^ satisfaction I inform you that no expense has 
<< been incurred here ; and that, excepting the sum 
^^ for pay and provisions for the party, and for the 
<^ expediti<m to Mendoza, the funds and shares of 
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<^ the Association, which were committed to my 
<^ charge, remain untouched* 

" I have the honour to be, 
" Gentlemen, &c. &c. 

« F. B. Head.^ 

In a letter sent by the same packet to one of the 
Mana^ng Directors, I added^ ^* The fact is, that 
<' it is, of course, the interest and wish of all parties 
^^ at Buenos Aires to get out of the scrape they are 
** in with the Association ; and if they could but 
'^ save their own credits, they would not care a 
<^ straw whether the Association should gain or 
^* lose. They own and know that they cannot 
^^ give me the substance, but they would be much 
** obliged to me if I would consent to accept the 
" shadow instead ; but this I will not do. They 
*^ say, ^ But you mt^^^, for the Association has 
^* gone so far that it cannot retract.' I reply that 
<< the Association has not advanced one yard upon 
" its own responsibility — ^that it came here upon 
<' the good faith of this Government and this 
" country ; that if it is to sustain a loss, its misfor- 
<< tune is an honourable one,' and that it would 
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«« be heiMthtlw dignity of Ch« Ajiodatkm to te^ 
** its rights, or to be imprudent and deqpemte be- 
** cause they are denied.** 

By the foregoing communication, dated Buenos 
Aires, September S9th, with the Report and In- 
doiurea (A, B. CL D. £•), I oonccsTothat I in- 
lonned tho Directors, ««- 

Ist* That the Gowmment of Buenoa Aires was 
ttiiaUe to fulfil its decree of the S4th Norembnv 
18t3 ; and << that no hop0 had been hdd out to me 
^ that it would." 

Sd, Thai the Provinees exptesdy mentiooed in 
the ^audiorily^*^ ogned, Bemardioo Bivadavia, 
aamdyt thoae of ** Riaia> Catamaroay San Imn, 
^ and Salta, had sold the eacdustre privilege of 
^ their mineik** 

8d« That sevonl of the principal Reports, 
printed with the Prospectus of the Assodatioo, 
wefe fNKyfed to be inoorreet by one of the indivl« 
duals iriio had written them. 

4th. That the Goyemment of Buenos Aires Qould 
give MO enc0urag0metU wh^^eeer to the Assoda- 
tien; that the Mmiatttr fianU^ admowledged that 
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Ji« cduld HOI e?m << insure to tbe Asfiodaikm, tKat 
^' the intermediate Provinces dt Cordova, San 

<^ Luis, and Santa F6, should not levy an imposi- 
tion on the property of the Association, when 
going to, or returning from Mendoza and San 
Juan;'* and that, far from holding out the 
slightest encouragement^ the Minister^ when in- 
formed that I proposed breaking up the establish* 
ment, only replied, that 1 *' might take wbal 
<< iW>latioa I tfaotight ccHifannable to the interests 
« of the CompaBy.** 

8th. <^ That I had no employment for the 9er- 
** vants or capital of the Association.^ 

On the receipt of the foregoing Letter, and 
Pocum^ts, I was deaked to proceed with the 
^peculation i and the Secretary of the Association, 
Mr. Biehard Heathfield*, by order of Ibe Court 
of Dbecton, addressed m Circular Letter to the 
Shardiolders, (dated 14th January, 18JS6,) ealllng 
upon them for S| per cent., and referring them to 

* It shoald be explained that tliia Gentleman is Secretary to 
two MiinB^ Companies. 
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a Report, signed by two of the Directors, of which 
the foUowiDg is an extnuit :— * 

^* Londouy lOth January^ 1826i. 
*^ Gentlemen, 

'^ Although we cannot at this early period pre. 
'* sent a Report of extensive undertakings by the 
*< Association, we are enabled to state, that con^ 
" dderable progress has been made in the pro* 
•♦ secution of its object* 

^^ The principal acting Commissioner, Captain 
" F. B. Head, who, with the party o1P miners and 
'* cargo of stores and mining materials despatched 
<^ from Falmouth, arrived at Buenos Aires, the 
** latter end of June last, has been received with 
" favour and encouragement by the Government 
" of Buenos Aires, and by the Governors of two of 
** the principal Mining Provinces, Mendoza and 
<^ San Juan, with every demonstration of anxiety 
** to assist and promote the introduction and esta- 
^' bUshment of the Association in those Provinces.^ 

^* All the mines and lodes in both Provinces, ex- 
^^ cepting only a small part, held as private pn>> 
'< perty, have been tendered to the acceptance of 
" the Association,^ &c. 

After my communication to the Assodationi of 
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the 29th September, I resolved to wait at Buenos 
Aires, foi? the arrival from England of Don Ber- 
nardino Rivadavia, who having been informed in 
London of the Famatina, and other new ** autho-. 
rities,^ for working the mines, which, by his " au- 
thority,'' had been granted to the Rio Plata Mining 
Association, very handsomely gave up the emolu- 
ments of his situation of President of the Board 
of Management intended to have been formed at 
Buenos Aires, and left England without receiving 
from the Court of Directors orders, power, or 
authority. 

While I was thus waiting at Buenos Aires, I 
had several interviews with the Minister, who 
always frankly told me that he could not obtain for 
me any mines ; and I received frona the Governor 
of Salta a letter, dated 4th September, by which I 
was informed that the Junta of that province were 
deliberating whether they should confirm the " au- 
thority" on which the Rio Plata Mining Assd- 
dation was formed, or grant a new *' authority" to 
an opposition company, who were " offering more 
" advantageous terms." 
On Mr, Rivadavia's arrival,, (21st October,) I 
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went to the beach to receive him^ and oa the SM 
I addressed to him the foUowiiig note ;*^ 

. « Buenos Aires, October fSrd, 18JW. 

^ Captain Head presents his complunents to Mr. 
^ Rivadavia, and b^ to offer him his suicere con- 
** gratulation on his safe return to this country. 

^ Captain Heftd is Aware ct the numerous and 
^^ important, calls which at praaent occupy Mr. 
<< Rivadavia's time and attention ; be, howevtt*, 
^^ venturea to request that, at hia Idauie, ha will 
<< have the goodness to allow him the favour of a 
'^ private conversation respecting the a£Pairs of the 
^< Bio Plata Mining Association/' 



n^mmmt^-^mt^m 



Rtpljf of Don Bemofdino Rivaiama. 

^* Don B. Bivadavia has the honour to salute 
*' Captain Head, to reply to the recdpt of his note 
^ of this day 9 and in consequence to appoint the 
** hour from eleven to twelve to-morrow, when he 
<< will have the honour to receive him.^ 

Ocio^fl8,18SU. 

It win appear by the above note, that Mr. Bi- 
vadavia oftered to receive me for oae hour ; and it 
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was therefbre necessary that I should so arrange 
my bu^ess, as to be able to leave with him a 
memorandum of the Important question upon 
which I was desirous to obtain his opimon. 

Instead of the private interview which I had 
ventured to r^uest, Mr. Rivadavia, during the 
hour I was with him, was visited by two priests^ 
two or three officers^ and by Captain Whyte, the 
commander of the English packet, the Prince 
Regent^ who all remained in the room during the 
time I was reading to Mr. Rivadavia my letters to 
the AssQCiation» my Report on the mines of Us- 
pallata, the confession of the gentleman who bad 
written tb0 ftpokti oi those mines, &c« &c« &c. 

I told Mr. Rivadavia that the Minirtfir at 
Buenos Aires had no hopes thai the Assoeiatbn 
would obtain its rights ; and I showed him the 
Minister's letter of the S6th September, to that 
effect ; I added> that, from what I had seen, I had 
no hopes myself, but that as I was aware the Di- 
rectors of the Association had justly the highest 
confidence in his opinioO) I would take no steps 
for Mkdt^g home the infaiem» if he would take 
upon himself the rtqpontibility qf advising i^gainst 
it. I observed^ that he best understood what were 
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the political chances of our succeeding; and I 
added, that I would not apologise for placing a 
person of his abilities in the difScult situation either 

of advising the Directors of the Rio Plata Mining 
Association to advance, or at once to save them- 
selves from the ruin of a useless exertion. 

I offered to leave my letter-book with Mr. Ri- 
vadavia, (which he declined to receive,) and I then 
produced the following letter : — 

Letter from Captain Head to Don Bernardino 

Rivada^ia* 

« 

«' Buenos Aires, October 24^*, 1826. 

" Sir, 

" Having had the honour of submitting to your 
<< inspection and consideration various papers and 
" documents respecting the Rio Plata Mining 
*^ Association, and having also, to the best of my 
" power, verbally explained to you the situation of 
«* the affairs of the Association in this country, I 
«« venture to request, when you have given the 
" subject the necessary consideration, you will be 
<« pleased to assist me with your valuable opinion 
*« on the following important question : — 

<* Whether you consider that there exists a hope 
<* proportionate to the present expenses of the 
" Association, that the said Association will ob- 
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*^ tain in the United Provinces the privileges and 
" rights which were granted to it in consequence 
<* of the decree of the 24th November, 1823. 

'* With every sentiment of respect, 
"I remain, Sir, 
** Your most obedient humble servant, 

** r. B. Head, 

** Inspector and Commissioner.** 



Mr. Rivadavia, after reading the above letter, re- 
plied as follows : *' Sir, I am not a man who is very 
** long in forming his opinion. I am to see th^ 
<^ Minister to-day ; I will give you an answer to this 
" letter on Monday.*' This he did not do. I re* 
quested one of the agents to call upon him, and I 
myself called upon him twice, but he gave me no 
answer ; and although he was constantly occupied, 
I called upon him a third time, and told him that, 
according to instructions I had received from the 
Directors, I proposed on the 8th November to set 
out for Chili. 

On the 4th and Gth of November one of th^ 
agents, Mr, ...,., addressed the following 
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letter to the managing director of the AssociAtion, 
which I quote, as having been produced against 
me by the Directors. 



Ea^tract of a private Letter from Mr. 

to Mr. • • • • • 

«« Buenos AireSy Mh Nov. 1826. 

^' I waited on Mr. Rivadavia, who is my next 
" door neighbour, on the evening of the day of his 
<^ arrival, and met with a very kind reception ; 
<< though I remainednearly two. hours, the conver- 
** sation ran on general topics, as there were seye- 
** ral others present. Two days after. Captain Read 
^' addressed him a letter on the affairs of the Asso- 
** ciation, of which he will probably send an official 
'< oopy» in consequence of which Mr. Rivadavia 
^* requested a meeting with the other Agent and 
"me, in which I plainly stated to him thepro- 
** oeedings of Capt. H., and my opinion on the 
" subject as candid as I did to you ; Mr. R., being 
" pressed for time, did not however enter into any 
«< discussion, but referred to another day: in the 

** interim H. positively declared to 

^* and me, that unless Mr. R. would hold out to 
^* faim a decided hope that the Assodation would 
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** have all the privileges and rights held out to 
^* it, that he would dismias the whole estaUish- 
^* ment ; and knowing from eiqperience that our ad-* 
** -viee and opinion was totally disregarded, as be 
<< looks upon us as a set of mercenary agents, who 
<^ do not care to what expense they run the Asso* 
<< dation for the sake of getting a commission, and 
<< as I looked always on such a step as quite un« 
<^ called for, and prqpumt of the most fatal oonse* 
*< quenees, I was determined to preyoit it by aU 
*^ means in my power. I, therefore, told « • » « 
^^ that the instructions which • « • • had brought 
'< out not being altered by Head'^s appointment, 
'< and that nothing material having occurred in the 
*^ situation of affairs as it was then, to render such 
<< an important deviation necessary, I would not 
** lend myself to such a measure, wliich would also 
*< injure the credit of this country in Enghnd ; that 
it was absurd and impolitic to press such a sub- 
ject on Mr. R, when he had hardly had time to 
** make himself acquainted with the situation of the 
^^ country, on the eve of a war with the Brazilians, 
*^&c.; that th^efore I was resolved, unless Mr. 
'< B. should advise otherwise, to withhold the funds 
<* which would be required for discharging the men, 
and thereby prevent it. Don • • « « was afraid to 
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** bring too great a responability on ourselves by 
<' counteracting the orders of Head ; but I told him 
^< we were not to act as machines, and that it wtfs 
^* our duty to act with energy and decision; and as 
'' he is on a more familiar footing with Mr. R., I 
*^ requested him to communicate to him my ideas : 
** this has been done, and though I do not know 
<^ exactly how they have been received, as I did 
<* not wish to put questions before it was necessary 
<< to come to a resolution, I rather think it has not 
*f been without some effect, at least Head has, 
** on his repeated applications, received no answer 
*^ yet, neither do I think he will receive such a one 
** as will make him wiser, or determine him to dis- 
*^ charge the establishment. 

** 6tA November. — ^Up to this moment I have 
<* had no further communication with Mr. Rivada- 
*< via, Capt. Head called on me yesterday; he 
'^ had then received no answer : he told me that he 
*< intends setting off for Chili the day after the 
** sailing of the packet, and asked for a letter of 

*^ credit, which I have given him on Mr 

<S • « • • • to such an amount as he may require, 

'^ desiring Mr to take his reimbursement 

•* on your house. We do not write officially, as we 
•* have nothing to say," 
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On the 6th of November, Don Bernardino Ri- 
vadavi addressed the following letter, which was 
produced against me by the Directors :-^ 

« From Don Bernardino Rivadavia to Messrs. 
' "...'•, (the Managing Directors of the Rio 
** Plata Mining Association.) 

** Buenos Aires, Gth Nov. 1825. 
*' But, after all, the business which most has en- 
'^ gaged me till now, and which made me suffer most, 
^* and on which prudence did not allow Trie to come 
'^ to any decision, is the Mining Association which 
*^ is under your management. By the correspon- 
*' dence which you will have received before this, 
'^ you will have observed the differences * which 
^^ exist between Messrs. Head, • • • ., and Messrs. • • . 
*^ . . .; they have represented to me the most decided 
*^ opinion, that Mr. Head is very far from answer- 
ing to the confidence reposed in him ; they have 
reported to me a number of facts and observa- 
'^ tions in its support, and I must confess that, from 

* The funds of the AsiiociatioD^ which th^se gentlemen were 
to furnish, wese placed at my " sole disposal." They, however^ 
insisted on lending, in the name of the Association, three thou- 
sand dollars to the Ex-governor of San Juan, which I would not 
permit, and of which they complained to Mr. Rivadavia. 

o 
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^* what I hare hitherto observed and heard, respect- 
<' iBg Mn Head, I begin to fear that he is not caF- 
'^ pable to senre the interest of the Association (U is 
*^ required. All the unoccupied mines in the pro- 
^^ vincesof Salta*, Mendoxa, and San Juan are at 
^* the disposal of the Association ; and in those 
'^ districts there is abundance of mines to work 
'^ with good success. With respect to those in La 
f ' Bioja, on which the greatest stress is laid, and in 
'^ the other provinces^ with a little time, and the 
^^establishment of the National Government f^ 
'^ every thing will be obtained that can justly be 
" desired. 

'^ Mr. Head has confided to me that this is hia 
'^ opinicm ; but to obtain the object mwe advan-^ 
'^ tageously, he has thought it to be the most proper 
'^ line of conduct not tobegin, nor to do any thing, 
'^ and to reject every thing, short of the full import 
^5 of the terms of the contract X with the Assodation ; 

* Salta wai granting its mines to an opposition company. Tfad 
mines of Mendoza (Uspallata) I iiad explained to Mr. Riyadavia, 
were quite different from the reports which had been given of 
them. The province of San Juan was in a state of revolution. 

t When the National Goyfemment was afterwards established^ 
nothing could be got for the Ai8ociation.->(ife« Mr. Ruse's evi- 
dcoeeO 

X My letter to Mr. R.^ of the 84th October, only asks fo^ 
** hopes piopoitionatt to the expepiM of the Attoolatioii)^ UA 



^^ he has not effected the stirvey of the known mines 
^^ in the extetisiye territory of the provinces of MeH^ 
^' doza*9 San Juan, and Salta, or taken possession of 
^^ those which might be deemed eligiUe. I do not 
^^ think that the no^pa^^ngo/^Atf tou^ which ought 
f^ to ratify the contract, is a sufficient excuse, when 
'^ it is obvious that it is rendered untimely, and even 
^^ impossible, by the position in which Congress has 
^^ placed itself since its meetings the necessity of 
^^ changing which is already evident, and for whicfa^ 
'^ in fact, the first steps have already been taken, 

** Mr. Head, in his first interview, left with me 
^' a letter, in a truly military style "f, ^ demanding^ 
^* mthout delay 9 my opinion^ whethet / bdieved 
^^ that the Association might expect to attain its 
^^ objectin these provinces, and whether Ijvdged it 
^^ more fit thai the English miners should speedily 
^^ return to England.* I explained to him that X 
^^ must have time for collecting information, which 



in my letter to the Managing Directors^ of the 7th Nov., I state 
^* if I had the means of getting a dividend^ I would not care 
whether we got oar righis or not." 

* I had read to Mr.' Riyadavia my leportt on tha mines of Hen- 
doia. San Juan was in a state of reTolntion, Salta treating witli 
an opposition company* 

t My letter to Mr. Rivadav ia^ of the 24th Oct.> will shtw U^W 

▼ery incorrectly it is here qaoted. 

O % 
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^< was necessary for forming an opinion ; but when 
'* I was going to send for Mr. Head, in order to 
*^ agree with him on the best course, he came to 
'^ announce to me that, in a few days, he would set 
^' out for Chili*, without asking my advice thereon, 
'* nor hinting at the objects which he had in view, 
'* nor what he was going to do. 

^' Such conduct will be duly estimated by you, 
*' and you will losb no time in preventing the 
** disorder and loss which are but too likely to accrue. 

** I All OBUOSD TO USE THE <3REATEST CIRCUM- 

'* SPBCTiON, not uselessly to compromise my influ- 
*^ ence, nor ought I at present to say more on this 
"subject/' 

Perfectly unaware of the letters which the agent 
and Don Bernardino Rivadavia had written against 
me, but convinced of the impossibility of succeed- 
ing in the speculation, I addressed the following 
letter to the Managing Directors of the Association, 
and the next morning set o£P to go to Chili. . 

* I went to Chili becauie I was desired by the Directors, and 
1 had received no orders whatever to ask Mr. Rivadavia's advice, 
and moreover when I did ask it (on the 24th October,) he wouk) 
not give Iti 
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<' To Mes&rs , (Managing Directors 

" of the Rio Plata Mining Association.) . 

« Buenos Aires ^ Nov. 7, J 826. 
*^ Gentlemen, 

** I have- to acknowledge the receipt of your 
^^ communication, dated Aug. 16 and 17, and to 
** inform you that Mr. Bivadavia arrived here on 
"the 21st ult. 

<' I am sorry to tell you that we are still without 
" mines, and that the province of San Juan has (con- 
*^ trary to the promises, which were made to me at 
^' Mendoza) granted some of its best mines to the 
*< officer who commanded the Mendoza . troops 
^^ which have just re-established the government. > 

^^ I have hitherto declined having any cpmmuni- 
" cation, with the owners or agents of private 
♦• mines, but at the request.of Messrs, ....... 

" and ,1 listened some days ago. to the 

<« proposals of a Mr This gentleman 

*' produced a large quantity of papers, which were 
*^ powers of attorney , from individuals in the 
<' distant provinces, to sell their mines at Buenos 

<< Aires, or in Europe. Mr offered the 

" association two of these on the following terms :— - 

** For twelve mines (or holes) at Bioxa, to be 
*^ selected by him, he required forty thousand dot 
"lars; i^nd for one-third, of the mines at Cata- 
" marca he demanded the two thousand shares, 
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** with an assunmoe that they were to he at the 
'' premium quoted. 

** I have had several interviews with Mr. Riva- 
*^ davia» who informs me that the association cannot 
** posably obtain its rights until the present system 
** of government in the provinces is completely 
<^ overturned and reorganised. What length of 
''time this will require, and what will be the 
*< value of the mines when thus wrested from their 
*^ |M:esent proprietors, are important questions whidb 
*< you will best detarmine. It is my duty, how- 
^ ever, to observe to you, that, in the meanwhile, 
*' our men are daily demoralizing, and that those 
'' who are shortly to arrive must follow the same 
'< course. I have positively no means of employ- 
*^ ing them. It would be culpable in me to trust 
<' to any of the Provincial Governments, after the 
** deterring proofs they have given to us of their 
^^ principles, and imprudent to incur any expences 
^ until our title is secured. 

^* The only mines that are at present offered to 
^' us in all the provinces arct those at Uspallata ; 
<< and the estimate I have formed of the expaice 
^ of commendDg operations there infinitely ex- 
'< ceeds any retuni we could hope to receive from 
'^ them. 

*^ In the great chain of our poposed plan, Us^ 
<* paUita can wly be considered as ^an individual 
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^' link) and it never alone could support the whole 
^^ of the expence of the communication with BuenoiB 
^^ Aires. I have every reason to believe that Mr. 
'^ Rivadavia will do every thing he can for the 
^* associatiQn, biit the truth is, that we view the 
" sulgeet rather in a different light, inasmuch as 
*^ our particular point of responnbility is different. 
*^ Mr. Rivadavia very honourably feels that he 
** ought to obtain for the association certain legal 
'< rights. They cannot be obtained^ but peitiaps 
** the shadow of them may be had ; and it is better 
** that he should get that than nothing: the rights 
*^ that he may obtain may be procured partly by 
>' compulsion, and the association in receiving them 
'' may be unpopular in the prpvinces; but this he, 
** of course, has nothing to do with ; he has not 
** pledged himself that the association shall succeed, 
'^ but only that it shall obtain certain rights. Now 
•* of course my view of the subject is different. 
^ My credit depends, in two words^ upon getting, 
'' or not getting, for the association, a dividend; 
** and if I had but the ipeans of getting this divi- 
'* dendy I would never care whether we got our 
^* ' rights^ or not. The lawyers might settle the 
>* paint, but I would never wish to discuss it. 
'* However, the case is very different. I possess 
*^ the funds of the association, and the Directors 
*' have been pleased to leave me quite unfetter 
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*' by any other orders than generally to act as 
'' circumstances may best require : still, without a 
" proper field for exertion, I can do nothing but 
** throw away thdr money. 

''We have no mines, and no chance of getting 
" any. The whole country, however, has its eye 
" upon your capital. I do not wish to tell you the 
" di£5culty I have had in keeping it untouched, 
'* but I earnestly assure you, that if, on the receipt 
*' of this, you oblige me to advance another step, 
** the money will go like chaff before the wind. 
*' In our present situation, we do not stand here 
** on our own responsibility ; we came here on the 
" good faith of this government, and this country; 
'* we have as yet nothing to reproach ourselves 
" with, for we are at the spot on which we landed. 
'* We have committed no other imprudence than 
'* that of putting confidence in the promises of 
•* a young State: j - 

** In return for the flattering confidence which 
*' has been reposed in me, I respectfully advise you, 
<* Gentlemen, to retreat before it is too late; to 
" meet your loss with firmness and decision ; to 
*\ protest against the denial of your rights ; and to 
*' abandon "*" the question^of what those rigVts 

* The fact was, I was fally aware that the mines^ even 
if we could have got them, were worth nothing, ftnd never had 
been valuable. 
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'* might have afforded you. The opinion I offer 
<* you on this^ important subject, is that ivhich 
*' regulates my own private conduct. 

" My family return to England by this packet. 
'' I can truly assure you that an active life, the 
** c^portunities of travelling over a most interesting 
'* country, &c. &c., are to me, who am now without 
'* a profession, enjojnsients which I would be unwill* 
*' ing to abandon, if I could possess them with 
*' propriety. But I am so perfectly confident that 
** the business will not succeed, and so resolved not 
" to join the crowd, who by their reports, &c. from 
" this country, are squandering the capital of those 
** who have trusted to them, that I but too plainly 
" perceive my situation here must soon come to an 
** end; and as I have now to leave my family, 
" I think it better for them at once to meet the 
'' difficulty, and go home, particularly as the block- 
" ade of this Port is daily expected. 

" In consequence of the resolution of the Court 
" of Directors (dated 20th July), I leave this place 
'< to-morrow for Chili, and shall proceed without 
*' loss of time to Santiago. I will do my utmost 
" to forward the interests and views of the Direc- 
*' tors, and shall be truly happy to find that the 
" Andes is a barrier to those feelings of private 



** interest and speculation which have so opposed 
^* our progress in this Country. 

** I have the honour to be, 

'* Gentlemen, &c. &c. 

« F. B. Head." 

On the receipt of this Letter, the Directors did 
not cancel the demand which, on the l4th Janu- 
ary, they had made for 2 J per cent,, nor was their 
Report of the 14th January, which had been for- 
warded to the Shareholders, corrected. 

I was desired to proceed with the speculation, 
and was referred for advice and assistance to the 
Agents in South America. The Reports of the 
Mines, in future^ were to be written in German by 
the German Miners, and I was to forward their 
ori^nal Reports ; and I was informed that " these 
'* instructions are framed with a view particularly 
*^ to relieve you from the responsibility which you 
" appear to feel of having to decide whether the 
<^ Association is or is not to embark in the actual 
.« working of mines in the United Provinces : we 
<^ have never meant to refer that question t6 
f?you/' 



These instructions (which I only received during 
the arbitration) were communicated to the Agents 
in South America. 

One of these Gentlemen, in acknowledging their 
receipt, wrote on the 22d of June as follows : — 
** The measiures which you proposed, to prevent 
*^ further mischief, and to contain Head within 
^' bounds, would have had a good effect if timely 
** applied, but lu^ortunately he was took quick in 
<* his motions.^ 

On the Mth of November, I addressed the fol- 
lowing Letter (which is referred to in my Report) 
to one of the Directors, from whom, on leaving Eng- 
land, I had received the most honourable advice, 
and who, up to the present iiour, has done every 
thing in his power to protect me from the unneces- 
sary prosecution of the Court of Directors. 

<^ Mendoza, November 24, 18S5. 
" My Dcay- , • • . . 

^^ I am once again at the foot of the Andes. I. 
^' set off from Buenos Aires with the Courier, and 
*^ got here four days before iam, I am now fret- 
** ting imd debi^ting with the Government here, 



« 
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** about the mines of Uspallata. The Junta al- 
<< ways told me that we were to have these mines 
** for nothings and innumerable have been the 
*^ compliments which have mutually passed upon 
<^ the subject. I am now here bond fide to de- 
** nounce them, but as soon as I prepare to do so» 
^^ the Junta scratches its head with its cloven hoof, 
^^ and be^s for the first time to talk about sine 
qud nons and money. 

** I sent you, my dear , an account of 

my last official communication, which will inform 
<^ you that the business is really at an end. In con- 
** fidence, I can assure you that it is very fortunate 
for you all that it has died such a death, for if it 
had lived, you would have had much more to la- 
** ment than the want of faith of this country. The 
** blame at present rests only in these Provinces, 
^' and the loss to you, great as it is, is only a very 
*^ small proportion of what it would have been, had 
** you advanced. The truth is, that the mines in 
** this country are not what you have fancied them, 
^^ and the people are really not in a fit state to be 
*• treated with. ' 

** They are poor, uneducated, in many places 
<« vay bigoted, and among them they do not pos- 
*' seas the ingredients for forming any sort of 
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** government that can be depended upon. You 
*^ will, of course, have heard a great deal of the 

** privilege. I can positively assure you 

** it is not worth ten shillings. It is the act of a 
** military man of infamous character, who has got 
** at the head of the government as they call it, 
** and who is cutting and hacking the interests of 
** the Province, while no one dares to interfere^ 

" The Governor of is if possible worse. 

** He has issued a decree, that no cattle is to be 
** exported from the Province ; the consequence is, 
^* that there are a thousand times as many bulls in 
** the country as men, and ten thousand times as 
\^ many heifers as there are young women. He buys 
^* all these animals for a trifle, and then exports them 
** himself; and yet I dare say that, in England, 
^< the privilege which this man has given to Don 
**..... to. work the Mines of Carolina is con- 
'^ sidered of value. But even supposing that the 
** mines in the Provinces were rich, and the Govern* 
** ments trustworthy; the Association, indeed j 
^*. would not have succeeded. The distance be-^ 
** tween the different points of our operations are so 
<<. great, and the communication so unsafe and difli* 
*^ cult, the country so destitute of the innumerable 
" articles which we should require, the population 
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** SO small, the people so ignoraiit, indolent, and 
<< lawless, that the great chain, when we had 

stretched it, would have been broken by its own 

wd^t; besides these foreign difficultiesi,. there 
*' would have been domestic ones of a very serious 
*' nature. I have never in my life accused any 
** perscm, and I could not begin by aocusiQg any 
^* individual even to you behind his back ; yet I 
** will^ in general, terms tell you, that there are 
<^ one or more individuals in this country, whose 
** duty towards the Association is but a secondary 
'< consideration. 

*^ The above observations I have never before 
*< uttered to any individual ; they have, however^ 
'^ long been in my mind, and many a painful mo- 
*' ment they have given me. I can assure you, 
** that if there was- any hope I would not despond. 

*• You know, my dear ...... that I was 

*^ brought up in a professbn in which chances are 
** pursued much farther than the prudent calculai- 
** tions of a mercantile man would warrant. I have 
f^ thought the subject over from morning till night, 
*^ and from night till morning ; and yet, upon the 
** most mature consideration, I still advise you, 
*' upon my honour, to put an immediate end to the 
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'' I gb td Chile, only in dbedience to the ofxlers I 
'* have received ; for I know too well that specular 
'* tions are running, if possible, higher there than 
" here, and this is perfectly well-known to dvery 
** body, though it is expressed only by a sneer 
** which is difficult in writing to describe. > 

'' If, (XL such an important question, the Direct 
** tors are unwilling to trust to the opinion of one 
*' who has b£^d sp little experience in great mer^ 
** cantile speculations as myself, of one they 
*' may consider as a pilot, who is afraid to take 
'* their vessel into deep water, in that case^ let me 
l^ recommend you to send some one out here for a 
*' few months. I do not ask for a person versed in 
** mining, for he can procure from our people here 
** sufficient mining information: I do not ask for a 
*] person of great abilities, for the case to be deter- 
" mined is not a difficult one ; I ask only for a 
** man of sound principles, and if such a man is 
" sent id me, I pledge myself to you, that he will 
*< not overturn the opinion I have given you, but 
" that his Report will be, that the danger is rather 
" greater than I have told you. 

" And now, my dear . . . , having said this, I 
". venture tp, ask a favour which will, probably be 
*' the last with which I shall ever trouble you. ^t 
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" is^ that if you determine to carry the business on, 
** you will, in any manner that may not be dis^ 
*' honourable to me, and on any terms you may 
" think proper, allow me to retire from the situa- 
*' tion I hold, for as I am incapable of answering 
^ your expectations, I feel that I ought not to 
'* undertake what I am certain I cannot perform. 
'* I have so much confidence in the known ho- 

'* nour and character of Mr. , that I. had 

" at first intended addressing this communication 
" to him, but as parts of it might be considered 
" irregular, I have thought it more prudent to in- 
" trust it to you, who so kindly brought me for- 
" ward in this business. 

"I remain, 

" My dear . . . , &c. 

" P. B. Head.^' 

On the arrival of this letter in England, it was 
instantly transmitted to the managing Directors. 
•- On the 29th of December, while I was occupied 
to the utmost of my strength in visiting the dif- 
ferent mines in Chili, ' Don Bernardino Rivadavia 

addressed the following letter to the Associ- 
ation :— • 
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" Letter from Don Bernardino Rivadavia to 
^^ Messrs. . . . . . , (the Managing Directors 

of the Rio Plata Mining Association.) 



(( 






<* Buenos Ayres, Dec. 29, 1825.. 

By the communication I addressed you by the 
iPrince Regent Packet, I informed you of the in- 
^' terviews I had had with the representative of the 
** Association in this country, and their fully- 
*^ authorized ageiit, Captain Head ; I also alluded 
*^ to the accounts I had obtained from Messrs. 

** and . . . . , respecting the conduct 

** of that oflScer, and to what had fallen under my 
" own observation ; and that, lastly, Captain Head 
** had set oflF for Chili, without acquainting nje 
*' with the object of that journey*, nor with the 
** instructions he had left here. In your letter of 
** the 18th September, you advise me of the mines 
" contracted for in Chili ; I desire that the Asso- 
" ciationi- may enjoy all the advantages which 
^* these countries may afford, and for that reason I 

• Mr. Rivadavia knew perfectly well why I went to Chili, 
but he avoided conversing with me. 

t This observation ought to be reversed, as follows : *' I desire 
" that these countries may enjoy all the advantages which the 
^ assoc iation may afford ." 

P 
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** believe it to be of the greater consequence, that 
** the principal object, and that which has given 
<' the name to the Association, may not be lost sight 
<^ of, lest it should be thought that there had 
*' been no reality in what had been promised, 

^^ This observation is not intended to apply to 
^< the Directors, nor to you who are authorized to 
*^ establish the concern, because I know that you 
'< have proceeded with activity and zeal in this 
<' respect ; but the conduct of Captain Head has 
" be«i completely the reverse. . 

'* In the mean time, the conduct of Captidn 
*^ Head is not in any manner fit nor justifiable, 
'^ nor can it be excused by the end which he pre* 
^^ tends to have proposed to himself, which is not 
*' only not to admit, but to despise every thing* 
^< short of a complete sanction of the contract by 
« law. 

*^ To these evils much additional weight is given 
** by the idle stay here of the Cornish and German 
*< Mining Parties, the latter of which arrived A 
** short time since. 

** It pains me much to be without authority for 
•* lessening these evils, it being my duty to bb 

* See my letters to Mr. Rivadavia, of the 94lh October, and 

to t/he managing Directors of the 7th November. 
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"very circumspect, as Mr. Head has not * 
*' shown any signs of recognizing my character ; nor 
^^is there any other individual composing the 
** board of management, nor have I received any 
** instructions. from the Directors or from you, I 
** therefore must remain in a situation which, 
"very obviously, DOBS no honour to me; until 
"you, having ^ven the Chairman and Directors 
<^ this information, transmit to me an official an* 
** swer, without loss of time, understanding f, that 

" I DEEM IT INDISPENSABLE THAT CaPTAIN HeAD 

"should be removed, and that, on my part, I 
^^ shall fulfil what I have promised in support of 
" the Association." 

Not meeting with success in Chili, and for rea« 
sons stated in my " Address to the Directors," I 
returned to Buenos Aires on the 20th of January, 
1816, and finding that Mr. Rivadavia still declined 
giving me any answer to my letter of the 24th of 
October, and being without a single mine, I ad- 
dressed the following letter to the Minister : — 

* See my letter to Mr. Rivadavia, of the fi4th October^ asking 
(but in vaio) for hit opinion and advice, 
t Doen this ** do honouc " to Mr. Rivadavia ? 

p2 
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(Translation.) " Captain Head to the Minister 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 

** He who subscribes has the honour to inform 
^ his Excellency, the Minister Secretary of State 

* for Foreign Affairs, that being unable to obtain 

* any mines in the United Provinces for the Rio 

* Plata Mining Association, he has conceived it 

* necessary to return to England with his miners, 

* in order to explain to the Directors of the said 

* Association the situation of their affairs. 
" He who subscribes begs to inform his Excellency 

* that he has appointed Joseph Ruse, Esq. to be 

* the representative of the Association during his 
^ absence. . 

** He who subscribes offers to his Excellency 
*• the sentiments of his highest respect. 

" F. B. Head." 

The Minister gave no written reply to the above 
letter ; but in an interview I had with him, he told 
me he was extremely sorry at my want of success. 

I called also on Mr. Rivadavia, and would will- 
ingly have remained in the country, if he would 
"have taken upon himself the responsibility of 
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*> advising it." — I told him I was going to England, 
because I could get no mines ; and he replied, 
that it proceeded from the number of speculations 
in England: 

I had not the most distant idea he had been writ- 
ing against me ; and I left him (vide Mr. Ruse's 
evidence) without ever having entertained against 
him the slightest feeling of disrespect. I shook 
hands with him and parted ; and after much trouble 
in dismissing the German miners, who at last con- 
sented to take one year's wages instead of five 
years', I embarked on board the packet for Eng- 
land ; and Mr. Rivadavia (who it appeared was 
about to be installed President of the Provinces of 
La Plata) by the same conveyance addressed the 
following letter (translated and produced against 
me by the Directors) : 

^' Don Bernardino Rivadavia to the Managing 
Director of the Rio Plata Mining dissociation. 

" Buenos Aires, January ^7, 1826. 

** I cannot any longer delay the installation of 
^' the national government ; and so much heavier 
" will be the weight of responsibility which will 
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'< fall on the person nrho will be obliged to take so 
<* immense a charge ^ upon himself; but the asAy 
<< remedy is to elevate oneself to the height of the 
*^ evils and of the necesuties, in order to overoMne 
« them. 

*^ I should lower myself f in saying another 
** word on Captain Head: his conduct approaches 
** to delirium, and will give you great cause for 
''regret; all what I must tell you and the other 
** Directors in this respect is, that as soon as the 
<' National Oovemment % shall be appointed,it would 
*< proceed to procure the sanction of the law to the 
** Company^s contract, if there was a person con- 
<* stituted to demand it ; and the dissolution of the 
*^ Company, proclaimed and effected by Captain 
V Head, would not take place.^^ 

* The populaiioo of Uie whole of the Provinces of La Plate 
does not amount to half a million. 

t Without lowering himself /rom the height of the evils** 
to which he was so justly elevated^ Mr. Rivadavia might surely 
have explained to the Directors, why, as the author of the Rio 
Plata Mining Association^ he declined replying to my letter of 
the 84th October. 

X The National Government was appointed on the 7th of 
February. Mr. Ruse waited at Buenos Aires, until the fbllowing 
August, but neither the government, nor Mr. Rivadavia, gave him 
any mines, or any hopes of getting any. (See Mr. Ruse's 
evidence.) 
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By the same Packet, the Agent at Buenos Aires 
addressed private letters, to one of the Managing 
Directors, of which the following extracts were pro- 
duced against me by the Directors of the Rio Plata 
Mining Association. 

Extracts from a private^ Letter from ..... 

to Mr UTuier 

date V(th to ilth January 9 1826. 

" Buenos Aires, 23rd January^ 1826. 

S&nd.^'^ Head returned on the 19th from Chili, 
'^ but did not send us word nor come near us till yes<* 
^^ terday ; nevertheless, the next morning after his 
*^ arrival I heard already that he had given notice to 
** the heads of the two Mining Parties to proceed 
" with him to England; of course the German 
^^ party protested immediately against it, as quite 
" contrary to their contract ; when he met .... 
*^ and me yesterday, he set out immediately by 
<* saying, that he did not come to ask or take our 
^^ opinion, nor even Mr. Rivadayia's, but merely to 
^^ communicate what he was doing: he entered then 
^^ into a short account of the mines in Chili, his 
f^ disappointments in Mendoza, &c.; all I heard 
*^ patiently till he came to sending the Germans'^ 

* The writer of this Letter is himself a Geroaan. 
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*' to England, and that they should not have a far- 
^^ thing from the Directors unless they obeyed his 
** orders, in consequence of which a very warm 
** conversation ensued ; and when at last he had the 
'^impudence to ask to inspect our books, both 

^^ 's and my indignation rose to the high- 

'^ est pitch. I told him I did not recognise his 
** authority ; we. were your agents, and. not the 
" Directors ; wa would not have drawn a bill, ex- 
. ** cept on your credit, to you we would send our 
^' acts, and for any improper payments we were 
** answerable to you. I knew the Directors were 
" too honourable men to make themselves guilty 
** of such a dishonourable act, to break the contract 
** they had entered into with the Germans, and 
" while in this country I should defend their 
^' rights. In this stage the business is at this 
*^ moment, but measures are in preparation to bring 
*^ it to an issue before the Packet sails : he intends 
*t returning in her, and has already taken his pas- 
" sage, but unless he comes to his senses he niay 
" he disappointed. You will hear fromPfoWner, 
'^ and others, more particulars of what has oc- 
*^ curred. On his return he will take Tregoning 
" and Williams with him, to confirm his report on 
** the mines as eye-witnesses, neither of them I be- 
*' lieve ever saw silver ore; and after all, the mine 
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^* at Uspallata is the only one in these Province^ of 
^* which he had a superficial view, all the others 
^^ are lost by his temporizing, indecisive proceedings.' 
^^ In fact I cannot help. thinking, that this man, 
^^ froni the hour of his arrival, followed a syste- 
'* matic plan of thwarting the concerns of the As- 
^* sociation ; all would have gone on well without 
him on the first plan, and I am confident that 
in a very short time from this day^ Congress, as' 
^^ it is now constituting 'itself, would have sane- 
ly tioned, confirmed, and granted, all that has been 
^^ held out, even the Famatina mines. Merely as 
^* a record of my opinion, I send you the letter 
^^ which I alluded to in my private letter of 16th 
*' December. 

'< 27/A.— The Packet will at last be despatched at 
noon this day, and I have now to inform you that 
' since writing an ofiicial letter to you. Head has 
^< been tampering with the German miners, and 
^* succeeded in prevailing on them to relinquish 
^^ their claim on the Company, by paying them one 
" year's * wages, and transferring them to Messrs. 
^' Britain and others on better terms than they 
" were engaged at by the Company. I had the 

* One year's wages instead of five yean, to which their Agree- 
ments entitled them. 
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" letter In my hands, in which Head made this 
" offer to Von Pfortner, and desired him to send it 
" to you in original. I told Pfortner my opinion 
" and my mind on the disgracefulnesB of the trans- 
** action on the part of Head, and his too if he list- 
" ened to it ; but from what I learn they have alt 
" fallen in the trap, and by Von Pfortner not 
(' calling on me again, I am confirmed that it is so, 
" besides my source of information is so authentic, 
" that nothing is wanting hut an offiinal letter from 
" Head. Thus the death-blow b given to the 
*' Assodfttion in the most disgraceful manner; all 
" the p<un, all the labour, in procuring a set of 
" efficacious miners, which in itself is a treasure in 
" this country, is thrown away, to promote the 
" schemes of those who were the greatest op- 
** ponents, and to furnish them the means of 
" working those mines which Head lost to the 
" Company." 

On the 7th of February, Mr. nivadavia was 
installed President of the United Provinces of Rio 
de k Plata, and on the 14-th of March, and 27th of 
June, he addressed letters to the Managing Di- 
rectors, of which the following extracts were pro- 
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From His Ecocellency Don Bernardino Rivadavia 

to Messrs , {the Managing Directors 

of the Rio Plata Mining Association.) 

^< Btcenos Aires, March 14M, 1826. 

" I have no time for saying what is of import* 
^< ance respecting the fatal Captain Head, but let 
*^ it be remembered that already the mines are, by 
** law, National Property, and exdusively under 
'^ the administration of the Frendent '^.'* 

Letter from his Excellency Don Bernardino Riva- 
davia to Messrs. . . . , (the Managing Direc" 
tors of the Rio Plata Mining Association^ as 
brought against me by the Directors. 

*' Buenos Aires, 9!^th June, 1826. 

" I have handed over to Mr. . . . , the agents 
'^ everything relative to the Mining Company. You 
^^ may rest assured that I shall protect it as far as 
*' may be in my power ; if your gentlemen have 
*^ sufficient mind to support it^ and should resolve 
^' to repair the evils which the fatal and eccentric 
<< Capt. Head has oceasioned.^^ 

* Mr. Ruse waited at Buenos Aires four months after this 
letter "91^^ written^ but hetould get no mines. (See hisevidenee.} 
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Extract of a private letter from the Agent at 
Buenos Aires to one of the Managing Di- 
rectors^ and brought against me by the Direc- 
tors of the Rio Plata Mining Association. 

" Buenos Aires, May 9d, 1826, 

** Your favours of 21st to 31st Jan. per Duke of 
York, indicate sufficiently that you began to be 
alarmed at Head's proceedings, but certainly did 
you not iior could you anticipate to what extent 
this man would go; but as you are acquainted 
by this time with all what has passed, and with, 
ray sentiments on the subject^ it is unnecessary to 
enlarge more upon it, merely to say that my re- 
gret at it increases daily. 

" The evening on the arrival of the packet, I 
went to Don Bernardino Rivadavia. As the 
mining business was a sore subject, and no good 
could be done for the present, I had never 
touched upon it since Head's departure : — this 
time HE began, and was evidently in a very bad 
humour ;— -on giving me all the letters he had 
received, to take them home and read them, he 
expressed his dissatisfaction in very strong terms 
at the conduct of the Directors, by sending out 
an improper Commissioner, who was not known 
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*^ to have any other merit than to have pulled down 
an old wall in Edinburgh, (these were his own 
words,) and by not investing him with propet 
** authority to check this man in his nefarious pro- 
" ceedings, who even had told him that he did not 
" want his advice, that his mind was made up, 
" that he only had power to act, and would exer- 
" cise it ; that he was thus trifled with indepen- 
'* dent of the mischief it had done to the concern, in 
** which he felt himself personally compromised; he 
" even expressed his dissatisfaction at the insufii- 
** ciency of the measures which had been adopted 
*^ in the last January meeting of the Directors, and 
" of which yon acquaintied him in your last letter, 
*• and which certainly shew that none of them knew 
" Head, because, without a positive order, signed 
*' by all the Directors, or an equal strong power to 
** us, H. never would have obeyed your injunc- 
" tions, and listened to Mr. Rivadavia's or our ad- 
" vice. All this I could not deny ; it coincides en- 
" tirely with my own opinion, but I cleared you by 
*' representing to him, that you could not take all 
" the responsibility on yourself, and was placed in 
** SL delicate situation ; and this is also the case with 
** myself : I can plainly perceive that any measures 
" I might have taken to prevent, the disbanding of 
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'< the German minen would have been apprcvved of, 
** and I certainly would have done so if I had been 
^* the only acting man, but unsupported by those 
<< I had most to look to, I would not take the le- 
^* ^ponsibility on my shoulders alone.*' 

A correct extract 

(Signed by one of the Directors.) 



With the confidence which an individual may 
justly feel who has bng reflected upon a particular 
subject^ I now beg leave to make a very few obser- 
vations on the unusual duties which I was called 
upon to perform^ as the Commissioner of the Rio 
Plata Mining Association. 

From the very short instructions which I re- 
ceived from the Directors, it will appear that, not 
only were the funds of the Association placed at 
my ^^ sole disposal/^ but that I was authorized to 
vary, modify, and supercede the plan, according 
<* to my judgment and circumstances*^ 
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It was not rashness or imprudence which in« 
duced gentlemen of high mercantile character and 
experience, deliberately to intrust their affairs to 
the judgment and honour of a solitary individuaL 
They were aware that they were about to transport 
their capital to the New World, out of the cdght 
and reach of evidence ; that among barren mounp> 
tains contracts were to be made, over which they 
could have no control ; that expenses were to be 
incurred, for which (in a eountty so vast in its 
boundaries, and so illiterate) no vouchers could be 
procured; and that in spite of every caution which 
suspicion could suggest, no one could prove either 
what was spent upon each mine, or what might be 
extracted from it. From their knowledge of hu- 
man nature, they therefore took the best means to 
encourage an individual to the strict performance 
of an arduous duty ; and unable to control himi 
they, threw themselves upon his honour, and left 
him either to follow their interests or his own. 
But the duty to be performed was one of an 
unusual and very singular description. 

In all the other Mining Companies, the Direc* 
tors, unwilling to take upon themselves such high 
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responsibility, and also conscious that they them- 
selves were no more able to instruct the Sharehold- 
ersy than the Shareholders were to instruct them, 
had very properly been in the habit of laying 
before the public, not their own opinions, but the 
reports of three Commissioners, composing a 
Board of Management, which was formed for most 
of the mining associations. 

But as the points of the mining operations in the 
provinces of La Plata were widely distant one from 
another, it was evidently impossible to conduct, by 
a Board of Management, that connected chain of 
operations, which must unavoidably be left to the 
opinion of the individual who was tojnspect cUl 
the mines, and who, from comparative observa- 
tions on climate, situation, and other data which 
are almost indescribable, could alone determine 
upon their relative importance or value. 

The whole of this arduous duty was therefore 
imposed upon me; and it was rendered more 
difficult from the particular interests which dif- 
ferent individuals unavoidably had in the Specu- 
lation. 
. It must be evident to every one, for instance, 
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c that Mr. Rivadavia^s natural interest in the Assa- 

il ciation was the prosperity of his own country. 

I That the promoters of the plan in England 

: were anxious to support a plan which they had 

conscientiously recommended to the public, and 
i for the good-will of which they had required a 

sum, which, under the excited feelings of the mo- 
ment, was' estimated as a fair equivalent. 

But besides these interests and many others 
which I might detail, it became my imperious duty 
to attend to the interests of the Public ; for had it 
been necessary only to enrich the Directors and the 
Shareholders, I could have raised the value of their 
shares almost cul libitum. 

But encouraged by the confidence of the Direc- 
tors, my duty was nevertheless of a simple nature. 
In short — ^it was incumbent on me to speak the 
truth, and regardless of the particular interests of 
parties or individuals, fearlessly to act for the wel- 
fare of the Association, to advance or to retreat as 
its interests might require, and under all circum- 
stances, either of prosperity or adversity, to give 
that faithful picture of the afiairs which might 
enable all parties to buy or sell this public stock as 
their judgments might advise. q 
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By my return to England, I was fully aware 
that the fictitious, but transferable value of every 
share would instantly be annihilated, and conse- 
quently that I should act against the interest of 
every individual connected with the Association ; 
but my duty, though a thankless one, was as clear 
as if it had been fortunately in my power to have 
riused, by my report, the value of the shares to that 
extraordinary premium which the shares of some of 
the Mining Companies have attained. In fact, I 
was to save the Public at the expense of the Share- 
holders ; but the strict performance of my duty re- 
quired it, and it would have been culpable in me to 
have hesitated to apply the remedy, because I had 
had no opportunity of communicating to the Direc- 
tors the disorder of their affairs. If I could have 
supported the fabric, it would have been my interest 
to have done so ; but when the foundation gave way, 
I felt that / could not^ in justice, be blamed, be- 
cause the roof should crush those who might hap- 
pen to be "under it. 

Actuated by these feelings, I dismissed the 
miners at^ Buenos Aires, and on my return to Eng- 
land, I own that, from similar feelings, I looked 
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to the Court of Directors for its "protection and 
support. 

That it has been my misfortune to meet with 
neither, will be perfectly evident from the preced- 
ing pages, and it now only remains for me to say, 
that in laying the whole business before the public, 
I have adopted a course which is most uncongenial 
to my feelings, and which I have done everything 
in my power to avoid. 

The unanimous award * q( the three Arbitrators 
has afforded me the most ample compensation which 
from a pecuniary verdict I could desire ; but the 
charges which the Directors so deliberately brought 
against me, and the improper language of the private 
letters, which they have deemed it necessary to en- 
dorse, render a pecuniary verdict insufficient to sa- 

** As the award is a long legal paper of three sheets^ and re- 
fers to the balance of my general account, which it would be 
tedious to explain, 1 will simply state that, in substance, it is as 
follows : — 

That there is "justly due" to me from the Directors of the 
Rio Plata Mining Association, the maximum of my Agreement, 
which was for four years' salary at ISOOl. a year. Also the ex- 
penses of my establishment from Buenos Aires (denied by the 
Directors.) The Directors to pay the expenses of the arbitra- 
tion, 285/., and to pay also the costs of the award. 
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tisfy my feelings on the subject. Not only some of 
my friends, but more than one individual to whom I 
was a complete stranger^ have sent me memoranda, 
inlbrming me that they had heard me accused of 
having been theruin of the Rio Plata Mining As- 
aodation ; and as the Directors have declared in 
their Address to the Arbitrators, dated ftlst Nov. 
18S6, that at my conduct ^< the Shareholders have 
^* deep cause of displeasure and complaint/' I have 
no means of clearing myself from blame, which I 
do not conceive I have deserved, than by submit- 
ting the question to die just opinion of the Public. 



THB KND. 
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